i

VOLUME 15, NO. 10

150
S-JOU

“EXALTING THE IMPORTANCE OF IDEAS AND INFORMATION” —EDWARD R. MURROW

RIAL

OCTOBER 2023

MYFAIRFIELD.NET -

EMMITSBURG.NET -

MYTHURMONT.NET -

TANEYTOWN.NET

NEWS

Legacy Grant SOP

Tabled - Again

Proposed procedure handed
off for review to new Council.
Page 2

Carroll Valley To Update
Chicken Rules

Lack of guidance on allowable
locations of coops concurs
many. Page 3

Five Throw Hat Into Thurmont
Council Election

A major horse race is underway
for the nature & future of Town

Council. Page 4

Taneytown Hires Police
Department Consultant
Consultant to serve while
search for New Police Chief
continues. Page 5

Thurmont Town Council
Candidate Position Papers
Learn more about the
candidates for the Thurmont
Town Council. Page 9

COMMENTARY

Words From Winterbilt

The purpose of politics now
seems intended only to divide
the electorate. Page 12

The Liberal Patriot
Normie voters want common-
sense politics! Page 10

The Dispatch
Farewell to Mitt Romney and the
right as we know it. Page 11

ARTICLES

Ecology

A look at the destruction
as well as beneficial side of
wildfires. Page 14

In The Country

A look at squirrels and the
important role they play in the
forest ecology. Page 15

Real Science

Everyone who spends time
outdoors eventually sees
caterpillars... Page 16

Gardening

Native plants are in all vogue,
but what is native for one area,
is invasive for another. Page 18

Pets
Kit—the hard luck horse. Page 22

History

Part 2 of reminiscing with
Bill Meredith—The Retired
Ecologist. Page 26

Four Years At The Mount
Creative thoughts on events
from 100 years ago. Page 34

Frank Davis elected Mayor in a landslide!

In spite of the rain, residents
of Emmitsburg turned out in
force to send a very clear message
that they were ready for a change,
handing Frank Davis a mandate
to carry out that change.

Davis handily beat current
Town Council President Tim
O’Donnell. Davis took home 301
votes to O’Donnell’s 62.

In the race for the Town Coun-
cil seat being vacated by Joe Ritz,
Valerie Turnquist also handily
outdistanced her opponents, win-
ning 212 votes. Glenn Blanchard
received only 112, with Dale
Sharrer receiving 27.

Davis said his fist priority as
Mayor will be to sit down with
the Town staff, both collectively
and as individuals, to get to know
them. “I plan on asking each staff
member that if they were in my
shoes, what would they do to
improve the Town’s performance
in general.”

“I also intend to take a good
hard look at the Town’s financial
status. “We need to be more trans-
parent on letting the residents
know how much money the town
has and what it is spending it on.”

As for Davis’s goals for his first
year, Davis stated he wants to fix
the water rate issue. “At a min-
imum I want to figure out how
to do away with the last two rate
increases. There has got to be a
way to do that, we just need to get
all the right heads together to fig-
ure that out.”

Davis also wants to take a good
hard look at all the matching
grants the Town has been apply-
ing for. “While getting matching
money from the State or Federal
government for certain projects is
good, the reality is the Town has to
come up with half of the money,
money that comes out of every
resident’s wallet. I want to look
at what grants we are applying for
to ensure they benefit everyone in
town, not just a select few.”

Another key goal of Davis will
be to get more residents engaged
in helping solve the many prob-
lems the town faces. “We have a
lot of really, really smart people,
with a lot of practical experience,
who live in this town. We need to
find ways to engage them, to get
them to help us solve the prob-
lems. I'm convinced that together
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An emotional Frank Davis hugs his mother after winning
the race for Mayor by the largest plurality of any candidate in
a mayoral election in Emmitsburg’s history.

we can put Emmitsburg on a bet-
ter, more sustainable, path.”

The election of Turnquist, will
help Davis in achieving his goals as
the pair’s views are closely aligned.
Turnquist said she was committed
to working with Davis to “right’
the town’s financial condition.”

With Davis’s election to Mayor,
the Town Council will now have
to choose his replacement. “While

the Town Code says it’s the Coun-
cil’s responsibility to nominate my
replacement, it’s not very clear on
how they go about doing it, nor
what happens if the Council cant
come to a consensus. We are in
unchartered territory here.” Davis
said he has several people in mind
who he would like to see fill his
seat, but will wait to see what the
Council recommends.

Tropical Storm Ophelia dampens turnout

W’lth summer finally at an
end, the shorter, cooler
days that autumn brings can now
commence. Just as summertime
brings the carnival season, autumn
brings the season of fall festivals.

Fairfield’s ‘Pippinfest kicked
off the Fall festival season, and
for months its staff meticulously
planned for the throngs of thou-
sands who would be flocking to a
plethora of yard sales, crafts, and
food vendors from all over the
region, but what they couldnt
plan for was the remnants of Hur-
ricane Opbhelia that brought over
two inches of rain on the first day
of the event.

As a result of the rain and gusty
winds, less than half the expected
vendors made an appearance on
Saturday and visitors were few
and far between. The few festival
enthusiasts that did attend Pip-
pinfest were left with long walks
between vendors through two-
inch-deep pools of storm water.
The rain was torrential at times
and the wind blew strong,.

Still, the vendors, visitors and
volunteers remained  cheerful
despite the stormy conditions and
were hopeful that Sunday, the sec-
ond day of the event, would bring
a reprieve. Unfortunately, it did
not. Of the few vendors that were

there on Saturday even fewer came
back to set up on Sunday and even
fewer visitors attended.

Those who did brave the
weather wondered at the choice to
have the festival, even though it is
listed as a rain or shine event. But
with no rain date it came down
to vender choice as to whether to
set up or stay home. One vender
said, “It is unfortunate there isn’t
a rain date because this is a great
event when the weather is nice.
Today is just awful.” She won-
dered if they would get their ven-
dor fees back or if they would just
be out of luck.

Committee member Nancy Wen-
schhof said: “we can’t give refunds
and we can’t cancel the event.”

“We couldn’t stop the weather,
Opbhelia had her own mind, and
it is what it is,” said Nancy. “We
had a lot of vendors calling, and
visitors posting on social media
asking if we were going to cancel,
but we're too far into the process.
Everything had already been paid
for and set up. From the signs to
the Port-Johns. All the costs were
paid by vendor fees. So even if we
cancelled, we would still have to
pay those bills. So we hoped for
the best. Unfortunately, what we
got was the worse. ”

She said the Pippinfest commit-
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The streets of Fairfield were deserted Sunday afternoon due to the rain.

Normally, they would be overflowing with tourists.

tee would discuss giving some sort
credit to vendors who did come
this year in spite of the weather for
next year’s event since a full refund
is impossible.

Vendor Kevin Varish of Gettys-
burg, who braved the weather on
both days to serve funnel cakes to
those who dared to come out, was
sanguine about the turn of events.
“Normally my line is 20 people

longs, but today (Sunday) I can
count customers on two hands.
But I've been coming here for
years and will be back next year. A
little rain can’t dampen my enthu-
siasm for this great festival.”

Planning for the 2024 Pippin-
fest will begin soon, and hopefully
the weather next year will cooper-
ate and we'll see a bigger and bet-
ter event!
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EMMITSBURG NEWS

Legacy grant SOP tabled-again

t its September 11 meeting,

he Town Council once again
tabled the Community Legacy
Grant Program standard operating
procedures (SOP) at the request of
Commissioner Amy Bochman. She
noted that the Town is on the cusp
of an election and suggested hold-
ing off on the SOP’s approval in
order to give the new administra-
tion time to weigh in.

Based upon comments heard at
the August meeting, an updated
working document of the SOP was
presented by town staff to establish
rules and procedures for the Com-
munity Legacy Grant Program,
but Boechman said that her review
of the revised SOP found that it
stll did not address long-stand-
ing major issues related to the pro-
gram, especially the need to address
the difference between routine home
maintenance items, which Boehman
said the Town should not be paying
for, and true ‘fagade improvements.’

Council President Tim O’Don-
nell pushed back against Bochman’s
stance on the Town paying for rou-
tine exterior home maintenance,
like painting, stating that the orig-
inal purpose of the program was
to enhance Main Street and there-
fore supportive of paying for rou-

tine exterior home maintenance, but
not paying for exterior home main-
tenance in any of the developments.

O’Donnell said that paying for
exterior maintenance of homes
within the Town’s Sustainable
Community Area (i.e. Main Street)
would have a “ripple effect through-
out the whole town.” O’Donnell
reasoned the value of routine main-
tenance was a way to preserve and
stabilize a property.

Town Manager Cathy Willets
said that going forward the SCWG
will prioritize property projects in
the sustainable community area
that require aesthetic improvements
that might be taking away from the
beauty of the Town. Many projects
in the past have been painting jobs
that have “transitioned that piece of
property from dull to vibrant and
enticing,” she said.

Updates that were made to the
SOP included renaming the Leg-
acy Grant the Emmitsburg Facade
Restoration Program, to be more
speciﬁc; requiring Town Coun-
cil to approve all appointments to
the SCWG; the addition of a sec-
tion detailing steps to ensure grant
approval transparency to include the
amount of funds awarded and prop-
erty locations.

However, Commissioner Joe Ritz
said that the transparency require-
ments did not go far enough and
that “the grant applications and
funding awarded should be made
public. This is a state program, the
monies come from the residents of
Maryland into the program to ben-
efit communities that do this. Tax-
payers should be able to see how the
money is being allocated, and for
what it is being used for.”

Willets said, however, that she
was against releasing the grant appli-
cations for pubic review for fear of
releasing personal information. But
when pressed by Boehman on what
specific personal information she
was concerned about releasing, she
was unable to indentify an example.

Willets said that the public could
obtain information on grant applica-
tions by attending the SCWG meet-
ing. But Ritz pushed back on that
suggestion, noting that the SCWG
meeting is not well publicized, not
recorded, and held at a time most
people cannot attend, and therefore
pressed for releasing grant applica-
tions prior to the awarding of grants.

Town staff are expected to review
additional council comments and
present another revision at the
Council’s October meeting.
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Streetlight

t its Sept. 11 meeting, the

Town Council approved
awarding a contract to Catoc-
tin Lighting for the purchase and
installation of new light fixcures
downtown. The council approved
Catoctin Lighting by a 3-2 vote
with commissioners Joe Ritz and
Amy Boehman voting against the
proposal.

The project will replace 103
total outdated Old Boston style
streetlights including poles, fix-
tures and lenses. 97 lights are
located on the East and West side
of Main St. and six are located on
South Seton Ave.

replacement contract awarded

The current lights on Main
Street are a semi cut-off design
meaning some up glare is sent
into the night sky, which has
been an area of complaint by
residents. The new proposed
streetlights would have dimma-
ble capabilities, minimizing this
issue, according to Town Man-
ager Cathy Willets.

Along with the age of the street-
lights, many dating back to the
1980s, a driving force for the
project was addressing concerns
that Main Street was not bright
enough, she said. Deterioration
of the lights have been noted to

include cracking, rusting fogging
globes and bowls that are fogging,
Willets said.

The Town received a total of
nine bids with four finalists. Town
staff recommended the Council
award the contract to Catoctin
Lighting, whose bid, at $266,140,
was the highest submitted bid.

While the majority of the cost
of replacing the lights will be cov-
ered by state grants, Catoctin
Lighting’s bid was $38,000 over
what the town had budgeted for
the effort in its grant application
process. To address the shortfall,
the Town will have to dip into

the general fund to cover the extra
costs not covered by grant fund-
ing, according to Willets.

In voting for approval of the
Catoctin Lighting bid, a com-
pany that is based in Thurmont,
Commissioner Frank Davis reit-
erated the value of supporting
local businesses, and noted that
the town’s street department said
having readily available parts
in Thurmont would help them
keep the light on. Going with
one of the other finalists, who
are located in Baltimore and
Texas, would result in delays in

fixing lights when they break.

“We can make up the extra cost
of going with Catoctin by sav-
ings on just the shipping costs
from Texas when we need a spare
light,” he said.

Ritz voted against the contract
stating he would have liked to
have seen more investigation into
lights that are dark skies friendly -
meaning all light is directed down
and not causing an unsightly
blinding glare even if dimmed.

Boechman voted against the
light contract because Catoctin’s
bid was not only the highest bid,
but that Catoctin’s warranty was
not as good and did not address
light pollution as well as other

bidders.

Town revises snow emergency parking

tits September 11 meeting, the
Town Council unanimously
approved returning the town to a
pre-2015 snow emergency plan,
prohibiting cars on town streets
during a Frederick County declared

SNOW emergency.

Pre-2015, the town had no park-
ing allowed on any town streets to
ensure snow plows could adequately
clear the roads, according to Town
Manager Cathy Willets.

The ordinance was changed in
2015 to benefit residents and allow
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for certain streets to remain avail-
able for off-street parking in the
event of a snow emergency. At the
same time, the plan restricted park-
ing on all the cul-de-sacs of South-
gate, Northgate, Emmett Gardens,
Silo Hill, Brookfield, Worthens
Way, Waycross Court, and Cream-
ery Way, she said.

However, Public Works Depart-
ment staff has said it is challeng-
ing and hazardous to plow in those
areas where cars are allowed to park,
Willets said.

As always, residents will be given
adequate time to move their cars off
the streets once Frederick County
announces a snow emergency. “Its
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not the minute that it goes into
effect. We're not expecting peo-
ple to get out of bed in the middle
of the night if the County declares
an emergency when everyone is
asleep,” she clarified.

From an emergency services stand-
point, Commissioner Frank Davis
agreed with the ordinance whole-
heartedly. “The less obstacles the
crew has to work around, the quicker
we can get streets open,” he said.

Davis agreed to facilitate con-
versation with private businesses
for parking alternatives for citi-
zens in the newly allocated snow
emergency restricted areas. “There’s
places out there, we just have to try
to work with those people,” he said.

Information regarding the snow
emergency plan is expected to be
presented on the town website,
email, and water bill newsletters.

“The last thing we want to do is
ticket anybody, we just want to keep
the roads safe,” Willets said.
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FAIRFIELD/CARROLL VALLEY NEWS

Chicken discussion takes a turn in Carroll Valley

oll Valley Borough's ongoing

hicken saga seemed to be near

resolution in August, but the birds
future is still up in the air.

During their September meeting,
the borough council voted 3-3 to direct
the planning commission to craft an
ordinance that a chicken coop can be
placed anywhere on a property as long
as it complies with the setback require-
ments of the lands zoning district.
Council members Richard Mathews,
Michael Wight, and John Schubring

voted against the motion. Bruce Carr,
David Lillard, and Kari Buterbaugh
supported it. Jessica Kraft was absent.
Since the vote was a tie, Mayor Ron
Harris had to weigh in. Pennsylvania
Borough Code states a mayor can only
vote if there is a tie. Harris supported
the chickens, so the motion passed.
The chicken controversy began in
July when Fawn Tail residents Kadyn
Weimer and Adam Colson approached
the council after learning their chickens
were illegal. The law of the land in Carroll

Valley states chickens must reside in the
backyard of a property. Thats not possi-
ble for Weimer and Colson, whose house
aligns with the rear of their halfacre lot.

Fifteen people wrote to the coun-
al in support of Weimer and Colson’s
chickens. The boroughss planning com-
mission began discussing possible ordi-
nance changes in September but did
not come to a resoludon, Wight said.
Weimer attended September’s meeting
to again plead her case.

“They still exist, make noise, poop,

and my neighbors still have to look
at them, whether they like it or not,”
Weimer said. “The only difference is
that a car that drives by has to look at
them for all of three seconds unless they
slow down and stop.”

Mathews said he opposes changing
the rules because many; if not all, Car-
roll Valley homes have deed restrictions
that prevent chicken ownership.

“T don't know why the borough ever
took the action it did to do something
contrary to our deeds,” Mathews said.

Borough Solicitor Zachary Rice of
Salzmann Hughes said the borough can
have rules that contradict deed restrictions.
Deed restrictions can only be enforced
through civil complaints, Rice said.

Carr said he supports chickens,
despite the deed restrictions.

“Why canit you let people make their
own minds up as long as it doesnt affect
anyone else?” Carr asked.

The council will discuss the issue for
the fourth consecutive month during
its Oct. 10 meeting,

Carroll Valley News Briefs . . .

Borough Exploring
Options For Green Lake
Caroll Valleys Iake Kay resembles a
swamp more than a lake, so borough offi-
dlals are investigating remediation options.
During the September meeting of
borough council, Borough Manager
Dave Hazlett said the municipality has
been treating the lake for almost 20 years
with no results. Hazlett said the contrac-
tor completing the work is applying the
maximum amount of chemicals the
Pennsylvania Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) permits. The

borough plans to ask DEP for an excep-
tion to the rule with hopes that the lakes
algae will dissipate.

The borough also plans t seek
grant funding for other treatment
options, Hazlett said. Lake Kay can be
accessed from Trout Run Trail and is
open for public boating and fishing,
according to the borough website.

Lot Sale Discussion
The council continued discussion on

the possible sale of some of the many
lots the borough owns. The borough

owns more than 200 vacant lots, many
of which were gifted to the municipal-
ity after the ill-fated Charnita devel-
opment failed in the 1960s. Borough
officials suspect most lots would fail
a perc test, which determines if a lot’s
soil will absorb water at the necessary
rate. If a perc test fails, a septic system
cannot be installed on the property.

Hazlett stressed no lots are currently
on the market and the borough coun-
cil has the right to sell or not sell any lot
it chooses. If the council wishes to sell a
lot, it must follow state guidelines.

One rule that did not sit well with
many members of the coundl states the
borough must accept the highest bid.
Councilwoman Kari Buterbaugh  has
continued to express a desire to give Car-
roll Valley residents the right of first refusal

Hazlett said he understood the
appeal of such a move, but reiterated
that the guideline is a state law, not
Carroll Valley rule.

'The Borough discussed the issue at
length but did not come to any con-
clusions.

Trunk Or Treat Schedule
Carroll Valley Trunk or Treat will be
held at Carroll Valley Borough Com-

mons on Tuesday;, Oct. 31 from 5 to
8:30 p.m., Assistant Borough Man-
ager Gail Marthers reported. Trunk or
Treat gives residents the opportunity
to enjoy the holiday within the safety
of the borough park.

The event will include food trucks,
a photo booth, and trick-or-treat
opportunities. The borough will play
“The Super Mario Brothers Movie”
at 6 p.m. Residents who do not have
children are invited to decorate their
vehicles trunk and distribute candy;
Marthers said. To help staff properly
plan, Marthers asks those who plan to
attend to register for the free event by
calling the office at 717-642-8269.

Liberity Township News-Briefs. . .

Supervisors Determine
Homeowners Responsible
For Stormwater Issues
Liberty Township supervisors are
demanding residents bring their
properties into compliance in
order to end water backup on one
of the municipality’s major roads.
During their September meet-
ing, the board
unanimously voted to enforce
property owners on Strausbaugh
and Rist trails ensure their land
matches the stormwater manage-

three-member

ment plan that was approved in
December 2003 when the homes
were built. During major storms,
water flows from Strausbaugh and
Rist trails onto Bullfrog Road,
Supervisor Mickey Barlow said.
The supervisors noted not every
property is out of compliance.

“There may be some lots that
have to do very little or nothing,”
Supervisor Bobby Keilhotlz said.

None of the affected prop-
erty owners attended the Sept.
5 meeting. In May, some resi-
dents pleaded with the township
for help. A resident suggested
the township install a larger pipe
under Bullfrog Road. Barlow, who
is also the township roadmaster,
said engineers determined that
Bullfrog’s piping system is ade-
quate. Township Solicitor John
Lisko reiterated the owners of the
private roads are responsible for
ensuring water does not flow onto
township roads.

“They are not public roads, it
is really not a township matter,”
Lisko said.

Freedom Township Seeks
Snowplow Assistance
Freedom Township residents may

seea Liberty Township truck plow-
ing their roads this winter. Barlow
said Freedom supervisors asked
for help after the township’s driver
resigned recently. Barlow said the
agreement will be similar to the
contract that currently exists with

the township police department.
Liberty Township Police Depart-
ment patrols Freedom for up to
25 hours per month.

Liberty Township is not guar-
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anteeing Freedom it will com-
plete the work, Barlow said. The
amount of snow and available
crew members will determine if
they can assist.

“If they need our help, we surely
will be able to help them if we
can,” he said.

In other road-related busi-
ness, the supervisors unanimously
voted to paint double yellow lines
on Wenschof and Pecher roads at

2023 PIPPINFEST SUPPORTERS!

CONTRIBUTORS
Emmitsburg Osteopathic Primary Care Center
Meedle & Thread

FRIENDS
Another Chance Thrift Store
Alexander's Plumbing and Pumps
El Vista Orchards ~ Gettysburg Transmissions
Main Street Cutique ~ Wastler's Barbershop
SUPPORTERS
A& D Business Services
Fleetwood York Gasket & Seal

Granite Hill Campground ~ Hickory Bridge Farm
Monahan Funeral Home

Randall L. Alexander Well Drilling
PATRONS
Battersby Law Office ~ Scott’s Body Shop
Melissa M. Wetzel, CPA, PC
SPONSORS
EZ Peezie Craft Shop ~ Fairfield AMVETS Post #172
Fairfield Auto Service ~ Mansion House 1757
M. R. Glazier's, LLC = Specialty Granules, LLC
Village Book and Table ~Ventura's Restaurant and Pizzeria
APPLE DONATIONS
El Vista Orchards ~ Strausbaugh's Orchards
Woener Orchards -
OTHER
Another Chance Thrift Store ~ Fairfield Fire Department

Kevin Brown ~ George (Butch) Harbaugh
Carl Kaeller ~ Ron Harris ~ S&A Homes

Gettysburg Tractor Supply

Kump's Orchards

a total cost of $4238.64. Barlow
said contractors recently paved a
total of 3.35 miles of road. Previ-
ously, Wenschof and Pecher roads
had single yellow lines but the
township is working towards giv-
ing all roads double yellow lines to
increase safety.

“We have had residents in the
township say the double-yellow
line helps them navigate the road
at night,” Barlow said.

Barlow added Pennsylvania law
prohibits police from enforcing
lane of travel laws if the road does
not have a double yellow line.

PAlexander’s Plumbing

For All Your Plumbing Needs

Purification Equipment!
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& Pumps, Inc.
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717-457-0551

12 Water St., Fairfield
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THURMONT NEWS

Hobbs Hardware closes its door

obbs Hardware, an icon of

Thurmont for over 77 years,
closed its door permanently on
September 22.

The closure comes three years
after Michael and Eddie Hobbs
sold the family business to Scott
Austin, of New Market, owner of
Thurmonts Structural Building
Solutions.

The closure came as a surprise
to many of Hobbs' regular cus-
tomers. It was no secret that Eddie
and Mike were ready to hang up
their hammers, but long-time
customers feared when that day
would come, just as it did for the

customers of Zurgable Brothers in
Emmitsburg.

Over the years, the Hobbs
brothers, just like the Zurgable
brothers, built up a fiery-loyal
customer base. This loyalty was
not built on cheap prices, but
exceptional customer service. The
Hobbs brothers always greeted
customers with first names, and
if they were new customers, took
the time to learn their first name.

If Mike and Eddie didn’t have
what you were looking for, they
would pick up the phone and call
either Zurgable Brothers or NZ
Cramers to find out if they had i,

and if so, sent you on your way.

Forgot your wallet? That was
no big deal to Mike or Eddie;
your purchase was just jotted
down in a book and added to
your monthly bill.

No purchase was too big or too
small for them. There was never
a bait and switch. You never left
their store thinking you could
have saved money elsewhere. Sure,
their nails cost a few cents more
than Lowe’s or Home Depot, but
when you factored in saving on
time and gas, you always came out
ahead shopping at Hobbs. And
that was before adding in the ben-

efits of shopping with someone
you came to think of as a friend.

When the store was sold to Aus-
tin in 2020, and Mike and Eddie
stayed on in a part-time basis,
many regulars hoped the store had
won a reprieve. And for a while,
things looked good.

The completely
remodeled, the once-bare shelves
were overflowing  with
hardware, and the addition of a
much-needed lumberyard made

store was

soon

even thinking of a trip to Lowe’s
« »
crazy talk.

But that is all history now. The
reason for the sudden closure is a
source of much speculation; some
point to the frequent complaints

related to large trucks carrying
lumber entering and exiting the
property, and blocking the road as
they did.

Other says that the extension of
life for the store was always tem-
porary, and that from the start,
its sale in 2020, was to make way
for its eventual conversion into a
restaurant that would be associ-
ated with a brewery that is in the
works across the street.

What happens next, and when,
will be the subject of much Town
gossip. What is known for sure,
however, is that a Thurmont icon,
a gathering place where many
friends and memories were made,
is now closed.

Town Council introduces backyard chicken ordinance

he Town of Thurmont is dis-

cussing the ordinance for res-
idents to raise chickens in their
backyards. With the new ordinance,
residents would have to obtain a
license from Thurmont as well as
the State of Maryland Department
of Agriculture, as is so now.

While the ordinance was not
yet passed, the Council discussed
a 60-day grace period to allow
residents to get “into compli-
ance.” This was also suggested by
Thurmont resident Marty Burns
during the public comment por-
tion. A grace period also allows
the Town time to make changes to

the ordinance if need be.

The Town received public com-
ment to ensure the ordinance will
work for residents, especially those
who already own backyard chick-
ens. Because so many already own
chickens, the Town discussed, and
largely agreed, that there would
need to be a “grandfather” clause
of some sort. They discussed the
new policy applying only to newly
adopted chickens. If residents
already own chickens, or roost-
ers, outside of the new policy, they
would be permitted to keep them.

Under the new ordinance, res-
idents would not be allowed to

keep roosters in their backyards,
except for those who qualify for
the grandfather clause. They also
would no longer be permitted
to allow the chickens inside the
house or any dwelling.

If passed, the new legislation
could prevent those living in
shared spaces such as apartments,
condos and townhouses. Com-
missioner Wes Hamrick suggested
including  duplexes the
dwellings are also close together.
Commissioner Bill Buehrer said,
“I agree because it might be okay
with the current owners but if one

sells and another moves in who

since

might be allergic or has problems
then do they keep the chickens?”
To further eliminate bugging
neighbors, the new ordinance
would require that chickens are
confined to the backyard with
a fence. Mayor John Kinnaird
suggested that residents also be
required to keep the chickens’ area,
in addition to the coop, at least 10
feet from all four sides of the fence
to separate them from the neigh-
bors. “I know one of the problems
we had here was the chickens were
jumping over the fence and flying
into the neighbor’s yard,” he said.
“Although they had a four-foot

fence, the chickens were still get-
ting over top of it.”

The regulations would cover
resident backyard chickens for
personal-use only, prohibiting
slaugher or selling eggs or meat
from the chickens. Residents are
allowed and encouraged by the
town to take advantage of the
eggs themselves, in addition to the
chickens’ companionship.

Licenses wouldn’t transfer with
the sale of a home, meaning that
the new owner would have to reg-
ister for a license. Renters would
need the property owner’s permis-
sion in order to apply for a license.

Contracts awarded for 2023 Colorfest support services

he Town Council approved

bids to provide town services

in support of the annual Catoctin
Colorfest.

Services provided by the town

include security, bus transporta-
tion, portable toilets and trash
collection. All contractors who
provided a bid for this year’s Col-
orfest are those who have worked
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with Erie insuran
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410-751-0001

with the Town at the event in the
past. Town Manager Jim Humer-
ick is not concerned that the Town
only received one big per service
because of the past work done by
each contractor.

A contract for $21,600 was
awarded to May Security Services
of Frederick to provide security
services for the event, an increase
from last year’s cost of $19,080.
May will provide 26 security
guards, two supervisors and two
relief guards for both event days.
While the price has risen, Mayor
John Kinnaird said that May has
done a good job in the past.

Rill’s Bus Services of Westmin-
ster was awarded a contract for
$24,000 to provide bus services.

Rill’s will provide nine standard
buses on Saturday and seven stan-
dard buses for Sunday, along with
two wheelchair accessible buses
for both days. This is an increase
of $2,000 from last year.

Commissioner Wes Ham-
rick asked about the impact that
inclement weather could have on
the price of the contract. Humer-
ick said that the Town could
decrease the number of buses used
in the case of inclement weather,
which would lower the price of
the contract. He noted that the
$24,000 bid is the maximum
amount the Town will pay for the
bus services.

Key Sanitation Inc. of Dicker-
son Maryland was awarded a con-

tract for $23,650 to provide both
trash removal and portable toi-
lets. The bid includes pricing for
114 regular units and 16 handicap
accessible units, as well as a pump
truck on site both days. The pump
truck will clean the portable toi-
lets throughout the day. Accord-
ing to Humerick, the portable
toilets will be spread around town
for easy access for all.

It also includes trash services
throughout the day, in addition to
special trash pickup at 6 p.m. each
day at the close of the event. Key
will also provide a recycling truck
and dumpsters. “They do a great
job, always have,” Kinnaird said.
“I think they do outstanding ser-
vice for us.”
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Proposal to change City charter erupts into feud

Septcmber’s Council  meet-
ing erupted into an argument
between Mayor Christopher Miller
and Councilwomen Judith Fuller
after Fuller requested a review of the
town Charter and Code. The town
charter defines the powers and func-
tions of elected officials as well as
the organization and procedures of
local government.

Fuller told the council that she
frequently hears people and say:
“it’s not in your Charter so I can
do whatever I want” as being the
main reason she wants to see the
Charter reviewed.” Fuller said she
would like to update the Char-
ter to make it clearer and easier to
understand.

City Manager Jim Wieprecht
pointed out that over the years
they have made changes to the
Code when the changes should
have been made to the charter and
they never went back and fixed
the discrepancies. Fuller said,
“Let’s make sure the Charter says
what we want it to say before we
match it to the code”.

City Attorney Jay Gallo
of making
First the
council makes a resolution, which

explained  process
Charter amendments.

is essentially their opinion on
what should be done. Then there
is a public hearing giving citizens
a chance to voice their opinion.
After the hearing the Council can

cither adopt the resolution or go
back to the drawing board. If they
adopt it and the people don’t like
the adopted resolution they can
have a referendum which is a spe-
cific “yes or no’ vote.

Fuller wanted to know when a
good time was to start the review
as Councilwoman Diane Fos-
ter pointed out they have been
talking about doing this review
for 5 years.

Gallo said, “your job is to guide
the professionals by telling them
what you want. It’s the profes-
sionals job to tell you how you
do what you want.” He pointed
out that although the Mayor is a
member of City Council he does

not have the same powers as coun-
cil members and vice versa.

After the topic was broached,
Miller said he spoke with some
Council members and some are
questioning why they are going
through the review at all. Miller
feels that right now is not a good
time for this review as the Council
may believe they have the exper-
tise to do it but he doesn’t believe
they do. Miller claimed that
Fuller was really after his power
as Mayor, which is why he wants
to utilize a citizens’ committee to
make Charter amendments.

Fuller denied wanting to make
any drastic changes to powers.

She also disagreed with Miller

saying a committee isn’t neces-
sary, as citizens dont understand
government enough for it to be
worthwhile. Councilman James
McCarron agreed with Fuller in
that a citizens committee is con-
trary to what they are doing as
they already have a Charter in
place, it just needs reviewed.

Miller mentioned that other
municipalities have committees
to make charter amendments to
which Fuller responded that other
municipalities have also gotten rid
of their Mayor completely. Millers
response was that he still believes
Fuller wants to remove his power
and its something she has men-
tioned before.

Mountain Brook development concept plan approved

he developer of the 454
Brook
development won approval from
the Planning Commission on
their proposed concept plans.
The original plans were intro-

home Mountain

duced at the July meeting and
were well received by council
members. Discussions surround-
ing the development go as far
back as 30 years, when Moun-
tain Brook Farm was originally
annexed into city limits.

While the Planning Com-
mission was supportive of the
development, several concerns
were raised, including the final
width of the long-awaited Ant-
rim Boulevard Expansion that
will run approximately through
the center of the property. Not

only will the road serve as the
principle entrance and exit to
the development, but it will also
serve as a bypass around Town to
help alleviate congestion in the
square.

While the extension will be
built and paid for by the devel-
oper, the last portion of the Bou-
levard expansion will have to
cross the property of Flowserve.
Flowserve will have to allow the
construction in order for the
expansion to continue onto 140,
something it has not committed
to doing so yet, which came as
a surprise to the Council mem-
bers.

The revelation of the need to
cross Flowserve property, which
may result in the expansion’s

connection to RT 140 being
years away, led to Commission
Chairman James Parker asking,
“How can we put 454 homes
on a one-way development?” He
urged the commission to wait to
get a commitment from Flows-
erve to guarantee the road con-
tinuation onto RT 140.

A representative of the devel-
oper acknowledged the issue and
said they plan on widening the
boulevard’s entrance, as well as
the road, to compensate for the
“one way road” during the build-
ing process. And while they are
planning on using a traffic engi-
neer to figure the best way to
control traffic congestion, they
could not guarantee that Flow-
serve will ever allow the Boule-

vard to be extended through the
its property.

City Manager Jim Wieprecht
told the Commission that the
road through Flowserve property
has been on the comprehensive
plan for years and they will be
discussing it with the property
owners. However, he pointed
out that the plan needed to be
approved in order to address the
traffic issues.

City Council Liaison Chris
Tillman adamantly agreed that
the planning commission must
take the first step. “This proj-
ect keeps being put on the back
burner, we must approve this
plan in order to move forward,”
he said. He pointed out that in
order to get traffic off the square,

a bypass must be built—and the
only way to do that is to move
forward with the Mountain
Brook project.

Resident Harry Mead cau-
tioned the
ing, “this may be all we get, so

Commission stat-
how is it going to affect every-
thing else?” He questioned, if
Flowserve decides not to allow
the Boulevard to be extended
through their property to RT
140 then what will happen?
Wieprecht pointed out: “The
volume of traffic that travels
through the City on a regular
basis has grown disproportion-
ally to the growth of the City
itself. If the City doesn't grow
which opens the door to a

bypass, the traffic still will.”

Nuisance Ordinance under review

he City Council has begun

discussions around imple-
menting a Nuisance Ordinance
- also called disorderly house
ordinances or crime free ordi-
nances — for properties which
are site of a certain number of
calls for police or alleged nui-
sance conduct. A key element of
the ordnance would be a provi-
sion to force property owners to
work with the Sheriffs Office or
be penalized.

The reason for this provision,
according to Major David Sims
with Sheriffs Office is that they
have noticed over the last few
years that a handful of properties
account for the majority of calls
for service.

Major Sims told the Coun-
cil that two businesses in Taney-
town accounted for 75% of theft
calls in the entire county, and
that these businesses have proven
to be reluctant or have flat out
refused to work with the Sher-
iffs Office in finding ways to dis-
courage the thefts. This is a drain
on police resources and the states
attorney and the commissioners
have had enough of it thus dis-
cussions to implement an ordi-
nance have begun.

The process begins with three
‘qualifying calls” that police will

respond to. These calls are at the
discretion of the Police and the
Sheriffs Department to choose
whether a call is considered qual-
ifying or not. The Definition of a
qualifying call is still in the dis-
cussion stages. After a property
has met the three-call limit they
are put on probation and will
be given five more chances. On
the sixth chance they will receive
a citation, which the amount is
also still to be determined.
Taneytown’s police department
would be responsible for tracking
the number of qualifying calls a
property has as the Sheriffs Office
doesn’t track the calls themselves.
The ordnance identifies three
property types: Residential which
are single family homes, mixed or
multi family residential which
includes apartment complexes,
motels, hotels, and Bed and

Breakfasts and Non Residential
which is commercial businesses.
In response to the proposed
ordnance, a concerned citi-
zen asked, “Why are you penal-
izing people for calling 911”.
Major Sims assured that no one
will be penalized for calling 911
and exemptions will be given for
crimes involving the safety of a
person. For example if a robber
were to rob a gas station at gun-
point and someone called the
police there would be no reper-
cussions for the business.
Councilman Christopher Till-
man was concerned for landlords
asking, “what if a tenant refuses to
cooperate? How does that impact
the landlord?” Sims assured that
the ordinance would give the
police discretion in determining
whether the call would qualify or
not and landlords would be pro-
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tected. Tillman also asked about
the impact the ordinance would
have on juveniles to which Sims
replied that much discussion
would be needed to answer that
question.

Councilman James McCarron
expressed support for the concept

but hesitated at adopting anything
verbatim form other jurisdictions,
“We need to review this and edit it
for our use before adoption, “ he said.

The ordinance is still in the
very early stages and will con-
tinue to be discussed before any
final decisions are made.
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FROM THE DESK OF...

Carroll Valley Mayor Ron Harris

t is October. The leaves will start to

change into brilliant colors — a last
“hoorah” before they fall. The farmers
in the area will finish harvesting their
crops. The birds will migrate south.
We honor Columbus’ arrival in Amer-
ica on Oct 12th, 1492, and celebrate
this event on Monday, October 9th.
Fire Prevention Week is observed each
year during the week of October 9th in
commemoration of the Great Chicago
Fire, which began on October 8th,
1871, and caused destructive damage.
Fire Prevention Week will be held this
year from Sunday, October 8th, to Sat-
urday, October 14th.

The theme is “Cooking safety starts
with You.” According to the National
Fire Protection Association, cooking,
especially unattended cooking, is the
leading cause of home fires and injuries
in the United States. Some tips to con-
sider when cooking; stay in the kitchen
while frying, boiling, grilling, or broil-
ing food, and keep anything that can
catch fire — oven mitts, wooden uten-
sils, and food packaging towels away
from your stovetop.

Do you have a 2.5 or 5-pound ABC
fire extinguisher for the kitchen? Do you

have the right fire extinguisher to extin-
guish fires involving cooking oils and

fars that can spread quickly? Keep the
fire extinguisher accessible but not under
the sink or anywhere hard to reach. Most
importandy; if you are in doubt about
fighting a small fire, get everyone and pets
out of the house and call 911.

"The Covered Device Recycling will
be held on Oct 14th from 8 a.m. to
11 am. at 39 Topper Road. Accept-
able turn-ins are computers, copiers,
and gaming equipment units but not
their peripherals, keyboards, modems,
monitors, printers, routers, scanners,
stereo receivers, and televisions (note:
TVs must be removed from wooden
cabinets). This event is only for cur-
rent Park’s Garbage Service custom-
ers in the boroughs of Carroll Valley,
Fairfield, and the townships of Free-
dom, Hamiltonban, Highland, and
Liberty. For additional information,
email gayle@carrollvalley.org or call
717-642-8269.

Halloween Spooktacular will be
held on October 31st in Carroll Val-
ley Borough from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Once again, Carroll Valley is having its
outstanding “Trunk or Treat” affair in
front of the Borough Office complex.
Decorate your trunk, and I love to see
the participants in costume. Sign up to
be a “Trunk” to hand out candy. See

Facebook for details — Parks & Rec-
reation and then dlick the link to sign
up. Call 717.642.8269 and talk to
Amanda Bell if you have any questions.
The schedule of events: 5 — 8:30
p-m. Food Trucks (Whatz Pop-
pin Popcorn, The Mexican Food
Truck, Cracken Catering, and Sar-
al’s Creamery Ice Cream); 5:30 —
7:30 p.m. Costume Portraits in front
of the Borough Office; 5:30 — 7:30
p-m. Trick or Trea; 7 p.m. Movie-
in-the-Park showing “Super Mario
Brothers”. Hope to see you there —
come out and join in the fun!
Medicine Take Back. Medicines
that languish in home cabinets are
highly susceptible to misuse and abuse.
Rates of prescription drug abuse in the
United States are alarming, as are the
number of accidental poisonings and
overdoses due to these drugs. Studies
show that many abused prescription
drugs are obtained from family and
friends, including from the home med-
icine cabinet. Flushing them down
the toilet or throwing them away is a
health hazard. A collaborative program
between local law enforcement, adults,
agencies, and businesses, the Adams
County Environmental Services, and
Collaborating For Youth will be held

on Oct 28, 2023, from 10 am. to
2 p.m. in front of the Carroll Valley
Community & Education Complex.
Community members are encour-
aged to participate in the disposal of
any expired, unused, and unwanted
prescription medications (liquids, pills,
powders) during the disposal hours.
"The removal allows community mem-
bers to dispose of their medicines cor-
rectly, reducing both the availability
to youth and the contamination of
water sources. Pet medications will be
accepted. NO needles. For more infor-
mation about the Medicine Take Back
event, including volunteer opportuni-
ties, contact acsaprevention@cfygettys-
burg.com or call/text 717-357-4439.
When browsing online, be aware
that several residents have received
messages saying a virus is on their
computer. It looks like a legitimate
message titded “Windows Defender
Security Center;” which specifies that
a threat, known as DOSAttack Spy-
ware, has been detected. This a phish-
ing scam, a fake error message aimed
to scare you into calling their “techni-
cal support hotline, and they will likely
ask you to install applications that give
them remote access to your device to
steal your data and information. If you
see this or a similar message, do not

respond by clicking on the pop-up,

calling the phone number, or following
any of the instructions they provide.
The easiest way to get rid of the
Windows Defender Security warning
is by closing the browser or the app
you were using, If your computer is
locked, meaning you cannot close the
pop-up message or the browser, then
press Cul + Shift + Esc on the key-
board to open Task Manager. Now,
right-click on the app and select End
Task. If that doesnt work, perform a
hard restart by turning off and restart-
ing the computer system. The bottom
line is don' call and give them access
to your computer. They are not Mic-
rosoft Help. They are a scammer!
Borough meetings to be held in
October are Planning Commission
(Oct 2), Finance Committee (October
9), Borough Council (October 10th),
Finance Committee and Council
Borough Workshop (October 17th),
Public Sewer Advisory Commit-
tee (October 23), Finance Commit-
tee and Council Borough Workshop
(October 24th), and Parks/Recreation
Committee (October 25th). Remem-
ber, on Halloween night (October
31st), young people will be walking
the trails that night — be careful. Please
slow down. If you have any questions,
contact me at 301-606-2021 or May-
orRonHarris@comcast.net. Keep well!

Liberty Township Supervisor Walter Barlow

hope everyone had a good start to

Fall. School is now back in session,
so please be mindful of school buses
in the early morning hours. Stay alert
and be sure to stop for school buses
when their flashing red lights are on.
Until we “fall back” for daylight sav-

ings dme on November 5, it can
still be difficult to see that early in
the morning, The Board of Super-
visors voted at our last meeting to
assist Freedom Township as needed
during the 2023-2024 winter season.
We look forward to continuing to
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build upon intermunicipal relation-
ships throughout Fairfield and sur-
rounding areas. We are proud and
fortunate to live in a community that
promotes sharing resources and help-
ing neighbors.

The Road Department finished
the scheduled road projects for 2023
and line painting was added on a
few township roads. In October, the
Township will use a boom mower
to clear out overgrown vegetation
and cut back overhanging branches
to mitigate road hazards through-
out the township. Damaged signs
were replaced throughout the Town-
ship and chevron signs were added
to assist traffic on a sharp turn on
Orchard Road. This was a measure
used to address a concern brought to
our attention at a township meeting
earlier in the year.

The Orchard Road
reported that their mailbox was fre-
quently being damaged as vehicles
were navigating the turn. LTAP Traf-
fic Engineer Patrick Wright recently
came out to perform road studies for
several areas in the Township. His
evaluation determined that a four-

resident

way stop sign is not needed at the
intersection of Pecher Road, Crum
Road, Topper Road, and Steelman
Marker Road. The sight distance in
both directions exceeds the mini-
mum required PennDOT standards.
The Township implemented the rec-
ommendation of placing stop line
markings to give drivers the ability to
pull forward to the line after stopping
at the stop sign to get a proper view.
A study at the intersection of Tract
Road and Orchard Road identified
a sight distance problem caused by
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a bush growing around a telephone
pole. A study at the intersection of
Stulez Road and Boyle Road also
identified vegetation causing a sight
and safety issue. PA state law Title 75,
Section 6112 requires property own-
ers to remove sight distance obstruc-
tions that are a traffic hazard. Within
days of the study; Liberty Township
contacted the property owners, and
the issues were corrected.

I would like to thank both prop-
erty owners for responding quickly
and working with the township to
remove the hazard and improve the
safety of our community. We mon-
itor the needs of the township with
daily road checks, and input from the
residents. Please join us at the Board
of Supervisors Meeting on the first
Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m..
We welcome public comments and
use all available resources to address
concerns to the best of our ability.

Local events happening this month
include the National Apple Harvest
Festival and Halloween on the Hill.
The National Apple Harvest Festi-
val will be taking place on October
7th, 8th, 14th, and 15th at 615 Nar-
rows Road in Biglerville, PA. Hallow-
een on the Hill will be taking place
at Strawberry Hill on October 28th
from G6PM-8PM. This event will
include hikes, crafts, and much more!
The cost is $5 per person or $20 for a
family of 5 or more and you can reg-
ister at strawberryhill.org.

Please remember to get out and
vote for those running for office
within Liberty Township
across the county at the upcom-
ing Municipal Election on Novem-
ber 7. Polls are open on election
day from 7 in the morning to 8 in

and

the evenin. The last day to register
to vote is October 23, and the last
day to request a mail-in or absentee

ballot is October 31.
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County Commissioner Candidate Rob Smith

Even though 1 have writ-
ten for this publication
before, I would like to re-intro-
duce myself. My name is Rob
Smith, and I am running for
Adams County Commissioner.
I am employed by Abarta Coca-
Cola Beverages as an Account
Manager and have served on
the Biglerville Borough Coun-
cil since 2011. I also serve on
the Northern Adams Regional
Emergency Management Agency
as a representative for the Bor-
ough of Biglerville.

While on the Biglerville Bor-
ough Council, I served as the
Water Committee’s Chairman. I
have also served on the Planning,
Ordinance, and Safety Commit-
tees. I have worked with other
members of the Council and Bor-
ough Employees across party lines
and through disagreements. What
always mattered the most in our
decisions was what was suitable
for the people and the future of
the Borough of Biglerville.

In February of this year, I
entered the Adams
Commissioner. 1

race for
County
decided to run because, as a hus-
band and father, I care about the
people and the future of Adams

County. In these last seven

months of meeting and talking
to the people of Adams County,
the most frequently asked ques-
tion is: What is a County Com-
missioner, and what does a
County Commissioner do?

The Adams County Board of
Commissioners has three mem-
bers and is the main governing
party of the County. As a Com-
the three
manage the County’s finances
and budget. The budget includes
funds to maintain the Court of
Common Pleas and the Adult

Complex

mission, members

Correctional oper-
ation. They also represent the
County’s interests at the state
and federal levels. In addition
to fiscal management, the Com-
missioners are involved with
policy-making and the admin-
istration of the County’s affairs,
which includes many depart-
ments and programs involved
with human services, health, and
public safety.

While this answer alone does
not include all of a commission-
er’s responsibilities, those men-
tioned are important to the three
main issues of our campaign:
Fiscal Responsibility, Child Ser-
vices, and Mental Health Ser-
These three issues

vices. are

essential to the people of Adams
County—three issues that have
been our campaign’s focus.

Fiscal Responsibility should
always be a priority. Spending
should be controlled to keep
taxes low. The money allocated
for expenses should be monitored
and directed transparently to the
areas of the County Government
where it can be most efficiently
spent and effective, especially in
areas of Mental Health Services,
Children and Youth Services, the
Adult Complex,
and the Courts.

The Department of Children

and Youth Services in Adams

Correctional

County is there to protect chil-
dren from any form of abuse
and neglect. Adequate funding
is necessary to ensure no child
goes to bed hungry and parents
or temporary caregivers receive
the support the County can pro-
vide. Hence, all children get the
nutritional and emotional sup-
port they need and deserve.
Mental Health Services have
never been more critical than
now. Everyone will acknowledge
that Mental Health Services need
more funding, whether it involves
one’s work environment, home
life, or everyday activities. The

Department of York/Adams Men-
tal Health-Intellectual and Devel-
opmental Disabilities, which a
Joint Board of Commissioners
manages, should receive all the
required funding,.

This is a positive campaign.
I am not running against any
individual. I am not running
in crisis. I am running because
I care about the people and the
future of Adams County, and in
that spirit, I would like to send
out a message of hope and com-
passion. Hope for the future
and Compassion for our fellow
human beings. Every person in
Adams County matters no mat-
ter who you are.

I can bring a fresh perspective
to the Adams County Board of
When
thing is the same for an extended
amount of time, a sense of nor-
malcy can set in, and people

Commissioners. some-

begin to accept the status quo
when, in reality, more and new
things could be accomplished.
I have seen the hope and com-
passion in the People of Adams
County over the years, and there
is an amazing amount of poten-
tial for where that hope and
compassion can grow.

Please remember to get out

and vote
November 7. Polls are open 7
am-8 pm. There are four candi-
dates for Adams County Com-

on Election Day,

missioner. You are allowed to
vote for two. You, the People
of Adams County, have a voice,
and your voice matters. Never
let anyone take your voice away
by telling you your vote does not
make a difference. Let no one
tell you they know how the elec-
tion will turn out, so there is no
sense in voting. Your vote always
matters. and
that is why we have them. To

Elections matter,

say to someone their vote does
not count is just another form of
voter suppression. Polls, num-
bers, or money should not hold
us back. A person’s vote matters
more than any of those things,
and it is a right that must be pro-
tected for everyone.

Suppose the people of Adams
County give me the privilege to
serve as County Commissioner.
In that case, I will use my abil-
ities and experience to serve the
people of Adams County with
Integrity, Trust, and Commit-
ment. | will always listen to the
people and what they have to
say. If you have any questions
or concerns, please contact me.
I would love to hear what you
have to say.

Giving Spree Planning Starts Now!

Ralph Serpe
Adams County
Community Foundation

e are at the starting gate

for the 2023 edition of
one of our community’s greatest
annual events. For more than a
dozen years, the Adams County
Community Foundation Giv-
ing Spree has been Adams
County’s day of giving: the day
when everyone in the commu-
nity comes together to learn
about more than 120 local non-
profits and give them a finan-
cial boost.

In each of the last two years
our Giving Spree earned the dis-
tinction of being the largest per
capita giving day in the USA.
Adams Countians gave more
than $3 million to support 100
nonprofits in 2021 and again in
2022. Let’s break records again
in 2023!

We're  keeping the special
Giving Spree features of the last
two years: the giving options to
“drop it off, mail it in, or give
online.” Plus, we’ll once again
host a live Giving Spree event
on November 9 from 3 pm to
7pm at the Gettysburg Area
Middle School, where you can
meet up with the nonprofits
you love best and discover some
new favorites.

We make it easy for you to
give to multiple nonprofits with
one gift by check, credit card,
or securities. If you choose to
give with a qualified charita-
ble distribution from your IRA,

please be sure your IRA admin-
istrator knows the gift is made
to the Adams County Commu-
nity Foundation and allow time
for your gift to arrive.

Past their
Giving Spree Donation Form
in the mail,
download the
and Donation

donors received

but anyone can
Donor Guide
Form from

ACCFGivingSpree.org now or

through participating nonprofit
websites.

Donors decide
gift they make is used by the

how each

nonprofits they support with
the Dona-
tion Form. A “today” gift goes

a checkbox on

directly to the organization for
its immediate use. A “forever”
gift is added to your favor-
ite nonprofits’ endowment, to

provide an annual grant to the
nonprofit for years and decades
to come.

Nonprofits pay nothing to
participate, and we
donor gifts by providing an
incentive match with each gift.
Visit  www.ACCFGivingSpree.
org and download our Donor

increase

Guide to see if your favorite
nonprofits are participating or
learn more about the nonprof-
its who are.

There’s room for everyone at
the Giving Spree.

How can we help you be a part
of this year’s event? I'd like to know.
Contact me at rserpe@adamscoun-
tyct.org or 717-337-0060.

Ralph Serpe is president &
CEO of the Adams County
Community Foundation, the
producers of the Adams County
Community Foundation Giv-
ing Spree. Learn more at www.

/
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GOVERNMENT—-SOUTH OF THE BORDER

Six running for two Town Council seats

Six will run in the upcoming
town election for two open
commissioner seats after residents
officially nominated current Com-
Bill Buehrer,
Commissioners Marty Burns and
Bob Lookingbill, Grant Johnson,
Ed Schildt and Christopher Stouter
on Sept. 26 at the Towns Nominat-

missioner former

ing Convention.

For all early indications, the
upcoming coming town election
set for Oct. 31 should have been a
sleeper. Commissioner Wes Ham-
rick and Buehrer initially said they
would not be seeking re-election;
Burns and Lookingbill announced
in August that they would seek the
vacant seats, setting up a two-person
race for two open seats.

But thatall changed within a mat-
ter of days, and even as this paper
gets ready to go to press, the field
of candidates gets more and more
crowded — It’s now a horse race.

As noted in their candidate posi-
tion papers submitted to this paper,
both Burns, who served as Thur-
mont Mayor for 12 years, and Look-

ingbill, point to concerns over the
towns recent handling of the con-
tentious Simmer’s Farm annexation,
and the town’s handling of growth
and spending related issues in general
as the basis for their decisions to run.

Burns also is concerned over the
Town’s fiscal position and says he is
committed to crafting a town bud-
get that prioritizes essential ser-
vices while eliminating unnecessary
expenses. “This means scrutiniz-
ing every dollar spent and ensuring
that it serves the best interests of the
entire community,” he said.

Lookingbill ~ concurred  with
Burns' concerns on spending and
has taken aim at the proposed Thur-
mont Boulevard project. “They
[Council] had proposed obtaining
a six-million-dollar bond to pay for
the project. The taxpayers would
be burdened with repaying this
loan. In my opinion, this is reckless
spending,” Lookingbill said.

Schildt, who was the third to throw
his hat into the ring, says he will offer
a “fresh view of the daily decisions of
the business operations for the town

FREDERICK *
KITCHEeNS &
BATHROOMS

* Complete kitchen &
bathroom remodeling

* Designers on staff
* Personal attention

of Thurmont. I want to take the time
to listen to all our residents and their
views on the issues being discussed
by the board. It is very important to
be accessible to our residents so that
the beauty of our town remains the
identity Wwe want as a community in
the future years ahead.”

“It is important that the core of
our downtown remains intact but
realize that sustainable growth is
critical to maintain the infrastruc-
ture of the community for future
years. I would encourage sustainable
growth in a controlled and responsi-
ble manner and ensuring that urban
sprawl is not the path we take as a
municipality.” Schildt said.

With Schildds entry a three-man
race for two open seats was in the
works. But that all changed when
commissioner Buehrer changed his
mind and decided to seek reelection.

Buehrer, who was first elected to
the Town Council in 2011, and cur-

rently serves as liaison to the Board
of Appeals, Economic Develop-
ment and the Electric Department,
said he changed his mind because

rHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH1
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he feels he still has things he would
like to accomplish. “I thank you for
the opportunity to serve this com-
munity for 12 years and I'd like to
continue to do so,” Buhrer said. He
also cited the good the Town Coun-
cil has done, including the new
chief financial officer saving “tens of
thousands of dollars” in the budget.

Shortly after Buchrer announced
his intention to seek re-election,
Johnson threw his hat into the
ring citing concerns over the Town
Council’s “focus as of late in increas-
ing tax revenue through expanded
tract housing projects, which is
ruining Thurmont’s
charm and creating a transient com-
muter community.” Johnson wants
to return the focus of the Council to

small-town

the many pressing needs of the cur-
rent citizens of the community.

The last candidate to enter the
coursed field was Stouter. As a
mechanical engineer, Stouter hopes
to focus on infrastructure if elected.
At the Nomination Convention,
he said he would be able to under-
stand projects such as the substation
repairs to make decisions and ensure
the residents know what is going on
in simpler terms.

The Thurmont Lions Club will
be hosting a Candidate Forum
on Oct. 19 at 7 p.m. at the Town
Office. All candidates have been
invited to take part in the forum.
It will be broadcast live on Channel
99 at the time of the event and live
streamed on the town’s website. The
recorded forum will also be on the
Town’s website.

Thurmont Mayor
John Kinnaird

all has finally arrived and hope-

fully we will get a month or more
of decent temperatures and some reg-
ular rain. Central Maryland is cur-
rendy under a drought watch and
residents are encouraged to conserve
water wherever possible. Rains during
the last week of September were help-
ful but we still need more.

Colorfest is coming up and will be
here before you know it. Permits are
still available and there are spaces still
available around town. Colorfest will
be held on October 14th and 15th.
As usual Thurmont will be a hotbed
for yard sales almost the entire week
leading up to Colorfest. Be careful
while driving around town that week
and be sure to get out and support all
of our local non-profits, Churches,
civic organizations, and first respond-
ers. | hope everyone has a very enjoy-
able Colorfest weekend!

October is Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month and we will be raising
money in support of the Patty Hur-
witz Fund at Frederick Health. Our
community has an amazing record
of support for this annual event and
we need to keep supporting this won-
derful organization. The Gateway to
Cure 5K Covered Bridge Run will be
held at Eyler Road Park on Saturday,
Oct. 21st. There is still time to regis-
ter for this popular run through our
beautiful countryside and across the
Roddy Road Covered Bridge. The

THURMONT
OMMISSIONER

VOIE
CTOBER 31

GTTC Zumbathon will be held at
the American Legion on Sunday,
October 22nd from 2 - 4 p.m. Pink
light bulbs, tshirts, sweatshirts, pin-
wheels and other items are available
at locations around town or at the
municipal offices.

The Town of Thurmont will be
holding an election for two Commis-
sioners seats on Tuesday October 31st
at the Guardian Hose Company Activ-
ity Building, 123 East Main Street.
Voting opens at 7 a.m. and dloses at
8 p.m.. Those in line at 8 p.m. will be
able to vote. Oct. 3rd is the last day to
register to vote, Absentee Ballots will be
available on Oct. 18th, and the last day
to apply for an Absentee Ballot is close
of business on Oct. 24th.

Be watchful of the water and
wastewater improvements starting on
North Church Street in late October.
Trafhic will be restricted to one lane
during work hours with floggers on
hand to provide direction. Accom-
modations will be made for bus traf-
fic and for heavy trucks. I encourage
everyone to take alternative routes
during this six-month project. Res-
idents and businesses on North
Church Street have been informed of
the plans and will be updated regu-
larly as the project proceeds.

I hope everyone has an enjoyable
October! As always I can be reached
at jkinnaird@thurmont.com or by
phone at 301-606-9458.

FOR
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FROM THE DESK OF CANDIDATE FOR THURMONT TOWN COUNCIL

Ed Schildt

A;a lifelong citizen in the Thur-
ont area and a resident of
the town since 1986, I am commit-
ted to making Thurmont a com-
munity that serves our citizens and
businesses. This is important to me
because of the support and oppor-
tunities given to my wife and I as
we raised our family in the town of
Thurmont. Now that I am retired, I
feel as though I can dedicate my time
to our beautiful community to main-
tain the lifestyle we know so well.
While growing up in Thurmont
I participated in sports including
Thurmont Littde League Baseball
and the Catoctin Youth Association.
I was a member of the initial group

of players to play on the new Leis-
ner Field location still serving as the
hub of youth baseball. Additionally,
I was also a participant on the first
football team in Thurmont known
as the Thurmont Colts. Sports are
a vital part of our community and
the growth of the young citizens of
Thurmont. It is an important that I
continue to support the youth in our
community.

After completing my eligibility as a
player, I began coaching at the Thur-
mont Little League Baseball and Cato-
ctin Youth Association football as
recently as 2021. I currently coach girls'
softball for the Thurmont Rec Council
10U team. My involvement makes me
feel young and vigorous.

I am deeply involved in sev-
eral other organizations, commis-

sions and boards in the town of
Thurmont. I currently serve on the
Board of Appeals for the town of
Thurmont. I also co-founded and
currentdy serve on the Thurmont
Addiction Commission (TAC), that
addresses the disease of substance
abuse in our community We serve
our citizens navigating active addic-
tion, those seeking recovery services
as well as those dealing with grief in
our community. This is a passion for
my wife and I after losing our son
to an overdose a few years ago. I'm
also currently serving as chairman of
Trustees at Weller's United Method-
ist Church where we are responsible
for the assets of the church.

After achieving my Bachelor of Sci-
ence of Business Administration Degree
at Shepard College, I entered the food

supply chain industry. As stated ear-
lier, I recendly retired after 40+ years in
the food industry as a sales broker and
marketing representative where 1 was
responsible for multiple customers with
multi-million-dollar budgets. I was per-
sonally responsible for the retun on
investments of all dollars spent to ensure
positive sales revenue was generated for
my company, while maintaining a pro-
fessional relationship with our man-
ufacturer partmers. One of my most
important assets was my ability to com-
municate with customers and business
partners in a professional way in which
everyone was satisfied.

If elected as Commissioner of Thur-
mont I will offer a fresh view of the
daily decisions of the business oper-
ations for the town of Thurmont. I
want to take the time to listen to all our

residents and their views on the issues
being discussed by the board. It is very
important to be accessible to our resi-
dents so that the beauty of our town
remains the identity we want as a com-
munity in the future years ahead.

It is important that the core of our
downtown remains intact but real-
ize that sustainable growth is critical
to maintain the infrastructure of the
community for future years. I would
encourage sustainable growth in a con-
trolled and responsible manner and
ensuring that urban sprawl is not the
path we take as a municipality.

I would be honored to serve as
Commissioner of Thurmont and
serve the community that has given
so much to my family and . Please
vote on October 31st so your voice

is heard.

Marty Burmns

did not imagine just two years ago

that I would ever seek political office
again, however, over the last year or so,
I have been very disappointed with the
decisions the current Board has made
and believe those decisions have been
detrimental to our town.

Our community is experiencing

growth, and with that growth comes
both opportunities and challenges. We
need to ensure that as our community
expands, we do so in a way that is sus-
tainable and does not compromise our
quality of life. Uncontrolled growth
can strain our infrastructure, increase
traffic congestion, and lead to envi-
ronmental degradation. It is vital that
we grow in a manner that preserves the
unique character of our community.

In late 2022, the Mayor and Board
approved the Simmers Farm Annex-
ation and with it approximately 192
high-density new dwelling units. This
was in addition to the already planned
140 new homes in the pipeline. Before
their decision, the Mayor and Board
were presented a petition signed by
300 Thurmont citizens asking them
to deny this development. Many cit-
izens wrote letters to the Mayor and

Marty Burns &mBub Lookingbill

Thurmont Commissioners

Two Commiasionar seats will b open in the Thummont Genaral Election this Oclobear.
Please Vale for Mary Burns and Bob Lookingbill. If elecied, we pledge o use our
Leadership Experance io be the “Volce for the Citlzens of Thurmant.”
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Marty Burns
“Listering Iz the cornerstone of leadership,
and | promise fo be & leader who truly listens
o the citizens and represents their voice
with my vofe. "™

Controlled Growth: We support low residential growth policies thal maintain the small-loanm
almosphada thal we walie b cursebods and Tulure generations. We opposed the nearly 200
townhouss Simmer's Propery Anmexation and sclively worked o overtlum the sected officialls

Financial Responsibility: We are commiled 1o responsible budgsl sccountabilty n the Toen
WIManlMtwmmmamm bepineg spnrd wisaly. ¥We wane opposed o tha
citirers being bundened with the cost of the proposed 36 Milion Thumont Bowlsvard Project.

Transparency and Accountabllity: We mre commitied to improving tansparency in owr local
govermnmant oparations and decision-making. We wil Incrase iransparency and communaclicn
betwean the town govemment and Thunmaont citizens.

Marty Burmns serqed as the Mayor of Thurmont for 12 years.
Commessonar for 10 years. Hao ia & long-teme reakdon] of Thusmont and senaed in B Manne CGorpa
and federal govemment Sor mana than three decades.

Bob Lockingbill sarépd s Thurmon! Commissanar for 4 yoears. He also senapd on tha Thurmont
Parks Commission, Thumond Police Commission, Thurmont Board of
Commission, and the Thumont Board of Eleclions. He volunisersd for the Thummont Lithe League,
Thurmond Lions Club, Guandian Hoas Vaoluniear Fine Company, and Thurman Comemunity Amibulancs

Coiar poal 15 10 lishan 0 your condems, egresent your interesls, and work 1o maka Thurmond 8 Dether
plsce for evergone. Please feal res o reach oul by emal al EleciMartyBurnsf@igmail.com or
ElsctLookingbili@gmalicom i you have any quastions or suggestions

“Together we can make a difference”
“Together we can build a brighter future for our community"

Vote October 31
Burns & Lookingbill
at the Guardian Hose Activities Building
Polls open 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Bob Lookingbill
“I want to advocate for Thurmont's Senlor
Citirens. We nead o identify ways o
incroase senior housing opportunities fo
give seniors grealer abilify fo downsize
and stay in Thurmont.™

Ha also sensed as Thurmont

Appoals, Thumont Senlors

h___J

the Commissioners and then attended
the Public Hearing and pleaded for
the Simmers Farm Annexation to be
denied. Their voices were ignored and
the Annexation was approved.

After this action by the Mayor and
the Board, the citizens of Thurmont
banded together and exercised their
constitutional right to collect signa-
tures from the electorate and petition
for a Special Election. The result of the
Special Election was cighty-four per-
cent of voters were against the Annex-
ation and sixteen percent were in favor.

Controlled growth is not about sti-
fling progress, but about finding the
right balance between development
and sustainability. I believe in smart,
controlled growth that benefits our
community.

Thurmont needs a Board whose
sole duty is to represent the desires of
the majority of the electorate. The Sim-
mer’s Farm Annexation decision clearly
shows that members of the current
Board are not listening to the citizens.

I served as your Mayor for 12 years
and only raised taxes one time for a
specific reason, to build a new Police
Station. At that time, we held several
public meetings away from the Town
Hall and made a presentation to the
citizens. The citizens voted to keep the
Thurmont Police Department and
invest in a new Police Station.

The Mayor and Board received
$6 million in COVID money from
the Federal Government. Last year,
they raised taxes and this year they
raised taxes again. These tax increases
were approved even though the bond
for the Police Station was paid off;
which gave them $174,000 addi-
tional revenue per year. The town’s sav-
ings account has been reduced from
approximately $3 million to around
only $1.2 million.

The Mayor and Board proposed the
taxpayer’s fund the $6 million Thur-
mont Boulevard project, which had a
$500,000 elevated walking trail. That
is not what I call being fiscally respon-
sible. I firmly believe that efficient and

accountable management of public
funds is not just a goal but a funda-
mental duty of any public servant.

‘There are Forever Chemicals in the
town's drinking water which must be
remediated. Experts say the cost is esti-
mated at $12 million to make our
drinking water safe per EPA require-
ments. If elected, I will work to find
innovative ways to deliver essendal ser-
vices without burdening taxpayers.

I am committed to Efficient Bud-
get Management that  prioritizes
essential services while eliminating
unnecessary expenses. This means
scrutinizing every dollar spent and
ensuring that it serves the best inter-
ests of the entire community.

We must have a dear, long-term
vision for our community’s growth.
This includes investments in infra-
structure, public services, and eco-
nomic development that are strategic
and forward-thinking and overtly
inform the residents along the way.
Thurmont needs Commissioners that
critically think and ask detailed ques-
tions. We need Commissioners who
protect and represent the interests of
the citizens.

I will engage with citizens, busi-
nesses, and community organiza-
tions to ensure that everyone has a
voice before the Board votes in shap-
ing our community’s future. Inclusiv-
ity in decision-making leads to better
outcomes and ensures that growth
is in line with our shared values. As
Commissioner, I will advocate for
transparency and accountability in
government spending. It is crucial that
our residents have confidence in how
their tax dollars are being used.

My candidacy for Commissioner
is driven by a commitment to con-
trolled growth, fiscal responsibil-
ity and a vision for Thurmont that
thrives economically while preserv-
ing its character and maintaining our
unique identity. I am ready to work
diligently, in partnership with you, to
navigate the challenges and opportu-
nities ahead.

&
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FROM THE DESK OF CANDIDATE FOR THURMONT TOWN COUNCIL

Grant Johnson

was one year old when my fam-

ily and I moved into our charming
town of Thurmont. Its where I was
raised by my loving family, made life-
long friends, and made many mem-
ories. I love our town, it’s history and
our shared heritage

My name is Grant Johnson, I am
asking for your vote for Town Com-
missioner.

It is because of those memories of
what Thurmont was, my care for my
friends and family that I am running.

Opwer the years I've seen numerous
changes within our town, and many
not positive which is affecting our
quality of life within Thurmont.

Something particularly trou-
bling is our lack of variety of busi-
nesses, lack of commercial space
for businesses to occupy, and sup-

port of entrepreneurship in our
community.

Historically Thurmont, has been a
hub for industry hosting numerous
manufacturing operations including
the Hoke Furniture Company, Clare
Frock, and the shoe factory to name
a few. And while we are home to
NVR and R.R. Donnelly, it would
be great to see our residents be able
to work in our community eliminat-
ing the need to commute long dis-
tances to work.

Keeping in the vein of history,
Thurmont has been home to a pleth-
ora of family-owned businesses from
restaurants, agri-business, personal
services, and more. Its these fam-
ily-owned businesses that make a
small town successtul and allow our
friends and neighbors to realize their

own financial success via entrepre-
neurship while serving our com-
munity. Yet, the focus as of late in
Thurmont is not the needs of the
community and success of its citizens
but increasing tax revenue through
expanded tract housing projects,
ruining our small-town charm, cre-
ating a transient commuter com-
munity all the while eroding the
family-friendly small town that I
knew growing up.

If we don't act to make a signifi-
cant shift in policy, the small town
we know, and love will be nothing
different than the sprawling vastness
of Montgomery County North.

Something also of importance to
me is the management of storm-
water in our community. Grow-
ing up on Lombard Street, my
parent’s along with
many other neighbors would flood

basement

when it rains. This was not due to
the design of the homes but the
poor planning for management of
stormwater. This issue was not just
unique to my street but to Wal-
nut and Carroll Street as well. This
issue cost our residents on these
streets as well as others in town
hundreds to thousands of dollars in
damage each year, lowering prop-
erty values and creating the rec-
ipe in these homes for dangerous
mold conditions which can cause
significant health issues. It is unac-
ceptable that Thurmont Town offi-
cials have had years to address these
problems with no meaningful solu-
tions. Enough is enough.

Bringing economic opportunity to
Thurmont does not stop with bring-
ing in business, but ensuring our
town is open for business with facili-
ties for parking, safe and clean streets

and an inviting atmosphere. If we as
a community wish to have a vibrant
downtown that encourages people to
linger, we must have parking.

While we need places for com-
muters to park, our municipal lot
has turned into a park and ride that
it was never meant to be. Leaving
those wishing to shop or eat in
town with no options to park and
leaving town for other destina-
tions with better parking. And
while many in our town does not
believe we need a police depart-
ment because “nothing happens”, I
say nothing happens because they
are here. I support our police and
will work tirelessly to ensure that
our town remains a town that is
safe, clean and open for business.

So on Tuesday October 31, 2023,
vote for me, Grant Johnson because
our town is our future.

Bob Lookingbill

My wife and 1 decided to
make Thurmont our home
more than 50 years ago because
we loved Thurmont’s small- town
character. We decided that Thur-
mont was the kind of place we
wanted to raise our family.

Lately, the direction that Thurmont
is headed in seems to be changing.
Our town officials have made deci-
sions in which they are choosing the
big bucks from Developers over pri-
oritizing the quality of life for Thur-
mont’s citizens.

[ was recently a part of a group that
became known as Envision Thur-

mont. This group, as many of you
know, came about because our town

government failed to listen to the
many citizens that opposed the Sim-
mer’s Property Annexation and the
large-scale townhouse development
that came with it. The town govern-
ment, by failing to listen to the cid-
zens, cost the taxpayers both money
and many hours of time spent obtain-
ing signatures to force a Special Elec-
tion to have their wishes heard.
The results of the Special Election
proved, without a doubt, that the cit-
izen’s voices were not heard when the
Mayor and Commissioners approved
the Simmer’s Property Annexation.

I am running for Commissioner
because I want to be a voice for the
citizens of Thurmont. I want to be a

commissioner that will listen to con-
cerns of our residents and be their
advocate. It is important that our cit-
izens have a voice and are heard. I am
against large, high-density develop-
ments in Thurmont. Why, because
I believe that Thurmonts residents
choose to live here because they value
the small-town atmosphere that Thur-
mont has and want to maintain it.

I am in favor, however, of ensur-
ing sustainable growth and respon-
sible planning that meet the needs
of our citizens while preserving our
community’s character. We need to
attract new businesses and stimu-
late economic growth in the Town. I
understand that growth of any town s
essential to keep ita vibrant and thriv-
ing community. Slow, well-thought-

240-285-8079

* Life Long Resident
* Serving on Zoning Appeals Board

Jeet E( *
Schildt

commissioner

Town of Thurmont
email: Elschildt36(@gmail.com

* Co-Founder of Thurmont Addiction Commission
* Coach/Board Member CYA Football 30+ Years

* Coach Thurmont Little League 58 Years

Vote Ed Schildt on Oct. 31

Working Together for a Sustainable Thurmont™

out growth that suits the existing area
is welcome. If elected, I will fight for
slow, controlled growth. T will fight
for the vision that the residents have
for their community today and for
future generations.

Recently, the Mayor and Com-
missions have been promoting
Thurmont Boulevard. They had
proposed obtaining a $6 million
bond to pay for the project. The
taxpayers would be burdened with
repaying this loan. In my opinion,
this is reckless spending.

There are some complicated issues
on the horizon for Thurmont that will
require strong, experienced leadership.
Thurmont has Forever Chemicals in
our drinking water. Preliminary costs
for treatment have been estimated to
be around $12 million. These Forever
Chemicals will need to be remediated
from the Town water supply to a level
that the concentrations are within the
new U.S. EPA and MDE drinking
water guidelines.

Our town citizens deserve to have
experienced Commissioners  repre-
senting them that can work through
these issues.

I served as a Thurmont Com-
missioner for 4 years. Marty Burns
was Thurmonts Mayor at this time.
Marty and I were able to work
together and compromise, when nec-
essary; to achieve good results for the
citizens. Marty and 1 always agreed

that the welfare of the citizens was our
main priority.

During my term, I formed the
Senior's Commission. If elected, I
will continue to be an advocate for
our seniors. I believe that Thurmont
needs more single-level senior hous-
ing so that our towns seniors may
have the ability to downsize and stay
in their community.

I have had the privilege of volun-
teering with many Thurmont Com-
missions and local organizations over
the years. I believe that these expe-
riences have allowed me to have a
unique understanding of our com-
munity.

My decision to run for Commis-
sioner is driven by a desire to make a
meaningful impact on the lives of our
neighbors and friends. Marty Bums
and I have discussed our concerns about
the way the current board has not lis-
tened to the voice of the people. W feel
that we have the Experience, Knowl-
edge and Understanding to bring about
change for the better. As your elected
commissioners, we will strive to listen
and understand the will of the people.

I humbly request your support in
my campaign for Commissioner.
Together, we can create a brighter
future for Thurmont. My goal is to
listen to your concerns, represent your
interests, and work tirelessly to make
our community a better place for
everyone.

Town of Thurmont Election Notice
Two (2) Commisioner Seats

October 3 - Last day to register to vote
(Close of business)
October 18 - Absentee ballots available
October 24 - Last day to make absentee ballot
(Close of business)

October 31 - General Election to be held at:
The Guardian Hose Activities Bldg.

Polls open 7 a.m. - § p.m.
Those in line at time of closing will be permitted to vote

List of Candidates Running for Commissioner:
Bill Buehrer
Martin A, Burns
Grant Johnson
Robert Lookinghill
Ed Schildt
Christopher Stouter

For more information contact the Town Chilice at 301-271-T313
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THE PASTOR’S DESK

The Rock of Ages

Jay Petrella
Graceham Moravian Church

s I write this article, I sit at
y desk, sipping a pump-
kin spice coffee contemplating
the signs of passing time. The heat
of summer is waning. Halloween
stores are opening up. Pumpkins
and other squash are for sale in
grocery stores and roadside stands.
The scent of cinnamon, nutmeg
and clove cling to the air in your
favorite coffee shop. Fall is here.

It wasn’t that long ago when
stores prominently displayed sun-
block, pool floaties, and sand
buckets. Then snow shovels and
sleds before that.

Go and open up a photo album
or your phone’s picture folder, and
be reminded of that apartment
you used to live in, of the time
when your kids were young, or
of that vacation you forgot about
even taking.

My office here at Graceham
Moravian Church is in what
used to be the pastor’s house. In
those days it was common for
churches to have living quar-
ters for the pastor and family on
church grounds, even attached
directly to the church building
itself as is the case here. There is a
small brick fireplace just in front
of my desk, my office once being
a bedroom. I sometimes imag-
ine Graceham’s pastor 200 years
ago sitting in front of this fire-
place on a cold winter night with
a heart and mind heavy with
worry about whatever concerns
the community was facing at the
time. And now here I sit, com-
pletely oblivious to what those
concerns even were.

Reflecting on the unrelenting
passing of time can, for some,
cause a bit of an existential crisis.
We mourn what once was, but is
no longer. We become saddened
thinking about what we once had
but have no longer. Time drags us
along despite our best efforts to
slow or stop it. We may feel out
of control as we tumble headlong
into an unknown future, leaving
behind a well worn past.

Culture, language,
ogy, politics, the economy, nearly

technol-

everything really, changes with
time. But for some reason, there
seems to be a tendency to feel as
though things are generally always
changing for the worse.

For example, I cant tell you
how many articles I've seen blam-
ing Millennials for ruining liter-
ally everything from the economy;,
to music, to society itself. Housing
problems? Millennials. Population
decline? Millennials. The death of
job loyalty? You guessed it. Mil-
lennials. The thing is though, peo-
ple have said this about younger
generations for all of recorded
human history.

Rev. Enos Hitchcock in 1790
“The
many young people have to
romances, novels, and plays has
poisoned the mind and corrupted

wrote, free access which

the morals of many a promis-

ing youth.” All you have to do is
replace “plays” and “novels” with
“video games” and you have a per-
fect modern adaptation to an age-
old complaint.

Another Horace,
self-deprecates way back in the
year 20 BC when he wrote, “Our
sires age was worse than our
grandsires. We, their sons, are
more worthless than they; so in
our turn we shall give the world a

writer,

progeny yet more corrupt.”

Here is what Aristotle had to
say 2,300 years ago. “[Young peo-
ple] are high-minded because they
have not yet been humbled by
life, nor have they experienced the
force of circumstances.

They think they know every-
thing, and are always quite sure
about it.”

All of these folks might be sur-
prised and relieved to hear that
human civilization still exists in
the mysterious and distant year of
2023. One would think enough
history has passed for humankind
to have learned that times change,
and it's not necessarily for the
better or worse. Change can just
mean different. So we can ease
up on younger generations, as we
were all once a part of the younger
generation who also were getting
blamed for the ruination of every-
thing sacred.

Speaking of sacred, I don’t know
if you've noticed but the church
has also been changing, and like
everything else in the universe, it’s
been changing since its concep-
tion.

In the Early Church period,
you have tight-knit clusters of
Christians living and worshiping
together. In various places and at
various times, they endured per-

secution together and suffered the
social isolation that comes with
being different. They survived
by helping and supporting each
other.

Then in the 300’s Christianity
started to become more and more
the religion of the Roman Empire.
The politics of the empire, along
with its legislative, judicial, and
education systems began to blend
with church politics and theol-
ogy, with one shaping the other.
Life and faith got more and more
entangled with one’s citizen-
ship and civic duty. Faith in God
became almost an obligation as
opposed to a personal choice.

Within the last few hundred
years in colonial and more mod-
ern America, the church took
on a more central, social role in
the community. Nearly every lit-
tle town, borough and settle-
ment had at least one church. It
was where the people worshiped
on Sunday mornings. It was also
where they socialized, and likely
where they met their spouse. The
church was the center of the com-
munity. The churches would host
the community dinners, festivals
and dances as there might not
have been any other public gath-
ering spaces nearby. The relation-
ships one formed in the church on
Sundays were with the same peo-
ple one worked with/for come
Monday.

Nowadays, that is less and
less the case. Historically, speak-
ing, it wasn't that long ago when
youd be the odd one out if you
weren't a church member and reg-
ular church attender. But in this
day and age there isn’t the social
pressure, which kept the Early
Church together. There isn’t a gov-
ernmental or ecclesiastical power
demanding one confess to being

a Christian as in the middle ages.
(Thank goodness.)

Because of modern technology
like cars and the internet, almost

no one is stuck within a geograph-
ical bubble that only extends
a few miles from their home.
Everyday people have options
for communication, leisure and
entertainment so numerous its
impossible to pursue even a small
percentage of them. To compen-
sate, some churches have tried to
compete with the endless array of
options by trying to make their
worship services and events more
exciting or entertaining in the
hopes of attracting new crowds.
Nevertheless, survey after survey
in the US shows a decline in not
just church attendance, but asso-
ciation with the Christian faith in
general.

All of this leads some to believe
the Church is coming to an end.
“This new generation is destroy-
ing Christianity,” they say. But
before you entertain such an
idea, remember our friend Aris-
totle from earlier. Before you pro-

nounce doom, consider perhaps
things may not be better or worse,
just different. Perhaps things are
just still evolving.

After all, whats so wrong
about people having the freedom
to choose to be active in their
faith community because they,
in and of themselves, choose to
make it a priority in their lives
as opposed to being pressed into
it by some outside force? This
was one of Jesus’ beefs with the
Pharisees. Their religion was all
empty obedience with no heart
or compassion.

Clocks tick. Seasons change.
Technology and culture evolves.
Times, good and bad, wax and
wane. The only constant is God’s
presence and God’s love. We
can make peace with this chaos
because the Rock of Ages has
clefted for us.

To learn more about Graceham
Church them
www.gracehammora-
vian.org or beter yet, join them for

SUnday service.

Moravian visit

online at

(Emmitsburg

Communily Baptist Church

Pasior Joo Engel

Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.

Come, be a part of our family! We welcome you to worship with us
as often as you can! God loves you and made you one of a kind.
He has great plans for you, He wants the best for you.
Come, discover His goodnass!

Seton Square Office Complex
17750 Creamery Rd., Suite 8B, Emmitsburg

301-447-2100
Emmitsburgchbc@outiook.com « www. EmmitsburgCBC.org

Look what's happening ar
First Baptist Church of Thurmont

Sundays - 10 a.m. - Classes for Pre-K to Adult
Il a.m. - Worship Service
Kids Church Pre-K - 5th Grade
Tuesdays - Starting in October 10:30 a.m,
In Depth study of the book of Daniel.
Wednesdays - Bible Study for Adults
Elevate for Middle and High School
Good News Club for Children
(NURSBERY PROVIDELD FOR ALL EVENTS)
COMING SOON - Trunk n* Treat - Sat., October 28th
For more information see our website: www. ibethurmaoni.ong

oy
- L

'l

~=-CHRIST'S COMMUNITY CHURCH

=+ Connecting God & Community

cccang.org
301-447-4224

, Celebrating Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 1
& Wednesdays at 7 p.m,

Meeting in person with children's ministry,
as well as online on Facebook and at cccang.org

PLEASE JOIN US!

FACEBOOK

303 West Lincoln Avenua
Ermmitsburg
{MNawx! fo the fown pood

Graceham Moravian Church

October 2 - Served with Grace Dinner
5:30 -7:30 p.m.
Website: www.gracehammoravian.org * 301-271-2379
8231A Rocky Ridge Rd., Rocky Ridge

¥ Oct. 12,13 & 14
Thursday, Friday & Saturday

HUGE YARD SALE

8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Indoor & Qutdoor - Raln or Shine

Saturday Food Sale - 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Vegetabio Beol Soup, Ham & Bean Soep, Chicken Com Soup, Fried Oysier Sandwich,
Chicken Salad Sandwich, Hiot Dog. Chili Dog, Hot Beel, Chips, Dvinks, Baked Goods.
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Words From Winterbilt

“Sweetest Corn in Three States” and Politics

R;cently, I was driving on U.S.

oute 15, traveling south
between Lucketts and Leesburg.
There are numerous roadside vege-
table stands on that route, and I took
notice of one large sign that read
“Sweetest Corn in Three States.”
My first thought was that from the
number of vehicles and persons at
the stand, it must be good corn. The
thought was quickly followed with
a smile, thinking of the marketing
genius of the proprietor. No one
could disprove the sign, which was
intentional. Of course, the whole
purpose of the sign was to sell sweet
corn, and given the number of vehi-
cles and people, it was successful.
Marketing is important to any
commercial enterprise selling a
product. A good product is a good
start, but advertising drives the sales.
A very well-known successful adver-
tising executive once gave a speech
on successful advertising. In his
remarks, he said that half of every-
thing his firm does is successful.
When questioned about the remark
and the unsuccessful advertising
parts, the executive responded that
the firm was not sure which parts
were not successful and which parts
were successful. So, marketing is not
an exact science.
In a free market society, adver-
tising is everywhere. We are blasted
with television advertising, newspa-

per sales ads, and even pop-up ads

on our electronic devices. While we
often complain about the ads, with-
out the ad revenue, many newspapers
and electronic news would not exist.
Advertising affects our decisions to
buy products and engage in services,
sometimes more than we understand.
Even our political engagements,
which party we align with, and the
candidates we support are influenced
by political marketing.

When politicians run for office,
they are selling or marketing them-
selves as a better product than their
competitors. A common market-
ing tool in politics - is to vote for
me because I am not as bad as the
other candidate. While this strategy
has been around for a long time,
recently, it has morphed into divi-
siveness that often divides voters.
Instead of building bridges and con-
necting people, the intention seems
to divide the electorate. It has often
been said that politicians promise
much but deliver little. Of course,
not unlike the sweet corn market-
ing, politicians have been known
to stretch a few facts and sometimes
alter the reality.

A well-known and creative exam-
ple of one successful candidate tell-
ing the constituents that he was
better than his opponent occurred
in Florida in the 1950 senate race.
George Samathers, a well-known
state politician, defeated the bet-
ter-known U.S. Senator Claude

Pepper in a primary race. It was
reported that Smathers gave a
speech or wrote an article saying,
“Are you aware that Claude Pepper
is known all over Washington as a
shameless extrovert? Not only that,
but this man is reliably reported to
practice nepotism with his sister-in-
law, he has a brother who is a known
homo sapiens, and he a sister who
was once a thespian in New York,
Worst of all, it is an established fact
the Mr. Pepper, before his marriage,
habitually practiced Celibacy.”

The wording of this speech has
often been questioned. In the 19507,
television ads were almost unknown,
and most political ads were in news-
papers or heard on radio programs.
Later, Senator Smathers denied that
he ever gave the speech, but it was
also reported that the speech was
given to a radio station by a cam-
paign worker. Either way, Mr. Sma-
thers was successful and went on to
win the Senate seat. Of note, the sis-
ter, who was reported to be a thes-
pian, later identified herself as the
actress. It was also reported in Time
magazine that “Smathers had a litde
speech for cracker voters, who were
presumed not to know what the
words meant...” They also printed
the speech.

Name-calling and attacks on can-
didates are not unusual, and when
asked, people say they do notapprove
of the tactics, “...yet election results
demonstrate that such negative cam-
paigning is frequenty successful.”

In Smathers’ case, at least with the
reported speech, he never said any-
thing that was not true, but an argu-
ment could be made that the words
could be misleading.

The questioning of what is fac-
tual and true has become very com-
mon in politics. Misleading the
public can be deceitful and yet may
not include lying. Not giving all
the facts, like the meaning of words
or unsubstantiated facts, does not
always give one a fair representation.
Of course, politicians can be deceit-
ful without lying, which is often the
intent. Outright lying was thought
to be not good for the candidate
until the 2016 presidential election.
Trump’s lies were so frequent that
news organizations counted them
daily; it did not seem to matter to
those who voted for him.

In 2023, when Geroge Santos was
elected to Congress from New York,
it was only after his election that the
numerous lies he told were revealed.
George did not just lie; he created an
entirely false background for him-
self. At one time, any elected official
who created an alternate self would
be sanctioned by his party. That did
not happen. You might think that
his party would be embarrassed, but
they were not. His party ignored
him and any press questions about
his lack of truth-telling.

‘A lie doesnt become truth,
wrong does not become right
and evil doesn’t become good just
because it’s accepted by a majority.”
Booker Washington

The lack of rebuke by Santos

party says as much about the party.
Has it become normal and accepted
to lie? The former president, who
lied repeatedly, is still in good stand-
ing with his party, which is becom-
ing normal. Normal because he is
charged with serious crimes in four
separate cases. He is facing nine-
ty-one felony counts, with a max-
imum incarceration time of 712
years. Allegedly, his untruthfulness
about the previous election and his
attempts to subvert the results is
why he has been charged. He had
also stated that his party should sus-
pend part(s) of the constitution so
he could be reinstated as president.
On August 23, a debate was held
for eight Republican presidential candi-
dates. The candidates were asked if the
former president were the party’s nomi-
nee and if he were found guilty of crimes
before the election would you vote for
him. Six of the eight candidates would
vote for him, even if found guilty: The
charges against the former president,
who wants to suspend part of the const-
tution, are serious, and yet six of the can-
didates would still vote for him. What
does that say about these candidates?

“I prefer someone who burns
the flag and then wraps them-
selves in the Constitution over
someone who burns the consti-
tution and then wraps them-
selves up in the flag.”

~Molly Ivins

1o read past editions of Words From
Winterbilt, visit the Authors section of
Emmitsburg. net.

The Liberal Patriot

Normie voters want common-sense politics!

Ruy Teixeira

n the wake of the first GOP pri-

mary debate, it would not seem
that Republicans are making a strong
case for their party as America’s com-
mon-sense, normie voter alternative.
And the craziest one of the lot, Don-
ald Trump, wasn't even there!

But how much stronger is the
Democrats’ case in this regard? For
partisan Democrats, the answer is
“infinitely stronger’™—but it is not
among partisan Democrats that the
next election will be decided but
among more persuadable voters for
whom this is a tougher call. This is
reflected in the continuing failure
of Biden to open up much of a lead
over Trump, his probable general
election opponent, and even tighter
polling in the generic congressional
ballot for 2024.

This should worry Democrats a
great deal. Given the dysfunctional
and weakened nature of today’s
Republican Party, why isnt their
party an easier sell? The simplest
answer is that they, themselves, are
not that attractive. What might it
take for Democrats to get over the
hurdle and make themselves the
clear and easy choice as America’s
common-sense, normie voter party
and not just in the friendly envi-
rons of the country’s cosmopolitan
metro areas?

Below are ten statements that I
first formulated a couple of years

ago that encapsulate some of what
“Common Sense Democrats” might
stand for.

Here are the results:

Equality of opportunity is a fun-
damental American principle; equal-
ity of outcome is not. (73 percent
agree/13 percent disagree)

America is not perfect but it is
good to be patriotic and proud of the
country. (81 percent agree/14 per-
cent disagree)

Discrimination and racism are bad
but they are not the cause of all dis-
parities in American society. (70 per-
cent agree/24 percent disagree)

No one is completely without bias
but calling all white people racists
who benefit from white privilege and
American society a white suprem-
acist society is not right or fair. (77
percent agree/15 percent disagree)

America benefits from the pres-
ence of immigrants and no immi-
grant, even if illegal, should be
mistreated. But border security is still
important, as is an enforceable sys-
tem that fairly decides who can enter
the country. (78 percent agree/14
percent disagree)

Police misconduct and brutality
against people of any race is wrong
and we need to reform police con-
duct and recruitment. More and
better policing is needed for public
safety and that cannot be provided
by “defunding the police.” (79 per-
cent agree/15 percent disagree).

There are underlying differences

between men and women but dis-
crimination on the basis of gender is
wrong. (82 percent agree/12 percent
disagree)

There are basically two genders,
but people who want to live as a gen-
der different from their biological
sex should have that right and not
be discriminated against. However,
there are issues around child consent
to transitioning and participation in
women’s sports that are complicated
and far from settled. (73 percent
agree/17 percent disagree)

Racial achievement gaps are bad
and we should seek to close them.
However, they are not due just to
racism and standards of high achieve-
ment should be maintained for peo-
ple of all races. (74 percent agree/16
percent disagree)

Language policing has gone too
far; by and large, people should be
able to express their views with-
out fear of sanction by employer,
school, institution or government.
Good faith should be assumed, not
bad faith. (76 percent agree/14 per-
cetn disagree)

It could be argued that these state-
ments are too easy to agree with and
are just common sense. But if they're
all just common sense, why do so
many Democrats have trouble say-
ing these things? Indeed, how com-
fortable would most Democratic
Party politicians be endorsing the
full range of these views? Would Joe
Biden? I don’t think so.

Here’s another common-sense
proposition:

Climate change is a serious prob-
lem but it won' be solved overnight.

As we move toward a clean energy
economy with an “all of the above”
strategy, energy must continue to be
cheap, reliable and abundant. That
means fossil fuels, especially natural
gas, will continue to be an important
part of the mix.

This common-sense approach,
and the Democrats’ failure to clearly
embrace it, is likely to loom ever-
larger in coming months. The Dem-
ocrats energy and general economic
strategy as instantiated in the mis-
named Inflation Reduction Act is
heavily invested in a rapid transi-
tion to a renewables-based energy
system. It is becoming increasingly
obvious, and not just in Europe, that
this strategy does not, in fact, pro-
duce energy that is cheap, reliable,
and abundant, and therefore virtu-
ally guarantees voter backlash.

We'll see more of this as Demo-
crats continue to press the accelerator
on their preferred energy approach,
instead of the public’s preferred com-
mon sense approach. So... on this,
as on all the other issues mentioned
above, what is preventing Demo-
crats from embracing common sense
and meeting voters where they are,
as opposed to demanding that voters
abandon their common sense and
meet Democrats where they are?

The answer has a great deal to do
with the shifting base of the Demo-
cratic Party and its increased domi-
nation by liberal, college-educated
voters. But it’s not just the demo-
graphics of these voters and associ-
ated activists, its the style of politics
they tend to practice.

As Matt Yglesias has pointed

out, its the moralization of politi-
cal choices, which has made sensi-
ble, pragmatic positions increasingly
difficult for Democrats on issues
favored these voters. Everything has
become a matter of principle and
cannot be compromised on because
compromise is immoral on matters
of principle:

In particular, I think ifs worth
considering the impact of this way of
thinking on cross-pressured voters.
Imagine a Texan who favors Med-
icaid expansion but thinks student
athletes should play on chromosom-
ally-appropriate sports teams. Well,
you could tell that person that Med-
icaid has enormous concrete stakes
for 1.4 million uninsured Texans
while the sports issue impacts a tiny
number of people.

But if progressives take the view
that identity issues are fundamen-
tal moral principles and are too
important to brook any compro-
mise, that encourages people with
the non-progressive view to see it
the same way....

As Democrats have become more
upscale they have become less inter-
ested in forming big tent electoral
coalitions and more interested in
ideological purity and uncompro-
mising moral stands.

That’s today’s Democratic Party.
And that's why Democrats are not
yet the common-sense, normie voter
party despite their abysmal competi-
tion. That’s too bad, since America
could really use one about now.

10 read other articles from The Liberal
Patriot visit www. liberalpatriot.com
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The Dispatch

The party’s over
Nick Catoggio

ewell to Mitt Romney and the
right as we knew it.

In an interview with the Washing-
ton Post explaining his decision to
retire, Romney pointed to the fact that
the anti-vax slobberer DeSantis and
the tinpot authoritarian Ramaswamy
are outpolling traditional conservatives
like Mike Pence and Nikki Haley. “Its
pretty clear that the party is inclined to a
populist demagogue message,” he said.

Although he cited his advanc-
ing age and the need for genera-
tional change as key to his calculus,
one suspects he might have given
the Senate another go if he thought
the GOP was trending away from
demagoguery. He hung on through
two impeachments, four indict-
ments, and an insurrection that
nearly got him killed, hoping that
that series of blows would finally
knock some sense into the voters of
his party about their choice of lead-
ers. What he got for his patience was
Trump leading the GOP primary
by 50 points according to the latest
national poll.

Having searched hard for glimmers
of hope, he found none. And so his
retirement feels like a capitulation, not
just on his own behalf but on behalf
of whatever is left of classical liberalism
within the GOP The party’s over.

I suspect he wont be a Republi-
can much longer. The question is how
many other conservatives will follow
him out when he leaves.

Romney biographer McKay Cop-
pins published an excerpt at The
Adantic from his forthcoming book
about his conversations with the sen-
ator over the past two years. No sin-

gle quotation here can do justice to
the picture it paints of the cowardice
and moral corruption of congressio-
nal Republicans as Trumpist dem-
agoguery consumed the party. But
this one is worth flagging:

“After January 6, a new;, more
existential brand of cowardice had
emerged. One Republican congress-
man confided to Romney that he
wanted to vote for Trump’s second
impeachment, but chose not to out
of fear for his family’s safety. The con-
gressman reasoned that Trump would
be impeached by House Democrats
with or without him—why put his
wife and children at risk if it wouldnt
change the outcome?

“Later, during the Senate trial, Rom-
ney heard the same calculation while
talking with a small group of Repub-
lican colleagues. When one senator, a
member of leadership, said he was lean-
ing toward voting to convict, the oth-
ers urged him to reconsider. You cant
do that, Romney recalled someone say-
ing. Think of your personal safety, said
another. Think of your children.”

Romney recognized the risk to his
personal safety and his children’, then
voted to convict Trump anyway. And
not for the first time: A year earlier,
after Trumps first impeachment, he
became the first senator in American
history to vote to convict a president

from his own party.
Despite the threats and expense,
despite the fact that all but a handful

of his fellow Republicans in Congress
rolled over to appease Trumpss fascist
base, he insisted on doing his duty—
twice. We should be so lucky as to have
a leadership class full of people with the
righteous mette to follow their con-
science while being intimidated by feral
degenerates. You dont need to like him
to recognize that Mitt Romney has

struck a profile in remarkable political
courage over the last four years.

Longer than that, actually: The aruth
is that no prominent figure on the
American right has been as dear-eyed
about Trump’s unfitness for office for as
long as Romney has.

As admirably as Liz Cheney behaved
during her final term in the House, she
voted for Trump for president twice.
Not until the mob came for her on Jan-
uary 6 did she recognize that he couldnt
conscientiously fulfill the duties of the
job. Romney was ahead of her by nearly
five full years in that assessment—and
not off the record, behind closed doors
like his gudess colleagues. He was in
front of the cameras, making enemies
within his party for the sake of speak-
ing the truth.

In 2016, Mitt Romney warned
the nation about Donald Trump.
His words are true still today: “Don-
ald Trump is a phony, a fraud. His
promises are as worthless as a degree
from Trump University...He has
neither the temperament nor the
judgment to be president.”

I've said before and will say again
here that policy differences are a sec-
ond-order concern in American pol-
itics. We mistake them for first-order
concerns because we have the luxury
of living in a country where first-order
concerns were traditionally taken for
granted. Shall we have liberal democ-
racy or autocracy? Does character mat-
ter in leadership or not? Both sides
broadly agreed on first-order ques-
tions until recently; so we turned to sec-
ond-order questions to decide which
side should govern.

Mitt Romney has been cynical and
opportunistic on second-order ques-
tions during his career. But on firstor-
der questions, he's the best the American
right has to offer.

“A very large portion of my party
really doesnt believe in the Constitu-

tion,” Romney said, identifying a quint-
essential first-order concern. With the

departure of Romney himself, skeptics
of the Constitution will likely gain more
influence inside Congress.

That being so, one wonders how
much longer a man who does believe
in the Constitution can last in this party.

While Romney mused repeatedly
about leaving the GOR. Hed stayed long
after he stopped feeling at home there—
long after his five sons had left—because
he felta quixotic duty to save it. But lately
“it was hard to dispute that the batde for
the GOPs soul had been lost.”

I wonder how many other tradi-
tional conservatives now staring down
the barrel of not just a Trump nomina-
tion but a Trump coronation—despite
the insurrection, despite the impeach-
ments, despite the indictments—
might also be nearing the point where
enough is.

Last week Mike Pence called right-
wing populism a “road to ruin” and
declared the gap between it and conser-
vatism “unbridgeable.” If the populists
running for president this year end up
squashing the conservatives, then Pence

mightalso be forced into a hard conclu-
sion about whether he still has a place in
the GOP

Think of it: The last Republican vice
president and the last Republican nom-
inee for president before Trump could
each be former Republicans sooner
rather than later. A landslide Trump
victory in the primary might finally
convince them that the party in its cur-
rent form is unsalvageable. And if thats
enough to convince them, it may be
enough to convince a meaningful num-
ber of rank-and-file conservative voters.

It could break the party.

Most rank-and-file conservative parti-
sans will do the same. The rights infor-
mation gatekeepers have worked very
hard to persuade them that the most cor-
rupt, amoral, unfit Republican remains
preferable as a leader to any Democrat.
Tribalism will keep them in line.

But Mitt Romney, God love him,
really is on his way out. And a small but
hopefully decisive number of traditional
conservatives may be going with him.

10 read other articles from The Dis-
patch visit www. thedispatch.com

Good Day Neighbor

The other social safety net

Dorothea Mordan

Once upon a time the first per-
son was identified as differ-
ent. Maybe it was autism, maybe it
was some other behavior that was
unaccepted, maybe it was rooted
in a neurological idiosyncrasy yet
to be understood.

For centuries as humans strug-
gled to survive, many people were
left behind or otherwise shunned.
For the most part, our society
today tries to include everyone in
the quest for a long and better life.
We have made great leaps in med-
ical knowledge, food production,
housing and the economic means
of distribution to get these things
to as many people as possible. But
with all of our modern innovation
people still get left behind. Many
people can relate to having a fam-
ily member or friend who first falls
through the cracks of our eco-
nomic system and then our social
safety net.

My husband and I raised a child
with “unspecified learning delays”,
a child who, until recently—
in relation to human history—
would have been hidden, out of

the sight of genteel society. A
few years before the pandemic we
joined with two other families in
Frederick County to form a non
profit organization, Kitsune, Inc,
to address the need for solutions
for independent living for adults
with developmental disabilities,
but without intellectual disabili-
ties. In short, the people who do
not get services when they age out
of the public school system. In
Maryland a person with a mea-
surable IQ of over 69 is ineligible
for many long term support ser-
vices after aging out of the pub-
lic school system and/or reaching
the age of majority. These are the
young adults who “fall off the
cliff” of support after high school.

As we three households raised
our children we came to under-
stand that they would have diffi-
culty maintaining a safe home of
their own. We brainstormed ideas
on how to recreate the back up that
we provided to our kids, what we
envisioned they would need to live
independently. We kept coming up
against the same speed bump. Our
social safety net provides several
pieces of support, but there is noth-

ing thac fills the gaps between ser-
vices. The gaps that we fill for our
family and friends when we take a
call in the middle of the night— a
car breaks down, help is needed to
interpret everyday things such as
bus schedules, or other small but
confusing details of life.

I don't know if society is required
to fills gaps for everyone. I do know
that where there is a problem there
are solutions. The developmen-
tal disability likely most discussed
in our day is autism. Over decades
of knowing people with autism or
caregivers for a person with autism,
I have developed my own perspec-
tive on the growing definition of
the “spectrum”. I see it as part of
the fabric of humanity. As such
we the founders of Kitsune viewed
our mission as how to recreate, or
expand on the back up that we pro-
vided our kids.

Kitsune is a 501c3 educational
non profit. We are focused on two
projects, independent living and a
database of resources for caregivers
and people in need.

The residential project: A loca-
tion where small group of indi-
viduals would live in their own
apartments, with their back up
person living on site, in their own
apartment. This is envisioned to
be a group of twelve two bedroom

apartments in the same building.
Ten would be for independent liv-
ing, one would be for the direc-
tor as part of a professional salary,
and one would be for commu-
nity gatherings, workshops, what-
ever was needed. The component
that most differentiates the Kit-
sune model from others, is the
on site director to support inde-
pendence. Having a supervisor to
check on residents on a schedule
was not useful for our kids. Life
does not happen on a schedule
that we can each fit into. The back
up needed is for that call for help
that comes once a month or once
a year. When it comes it is mis-
sion critical.

The idea has changed over the
these past few years. We have
learned from several similar proj-
ects popping up around the coun-
try. Parents like us had been
working on various independent
living situations for their chil-
dren. Two examples are, Home of
Our Own (homeofourown.org), in
Wisconsin, and Main Street (livin-
gatmainstreet.com), in Rockville,
Maryland.

The social safety net of our
great country, the United States
of American, from local to fed-
eral resources, has limits that we
elect representatives to organize

and declare on our behalf. Each
of us knows how hard it can be
to get follow through from a gov-
ernment agency when we have a
need. But as citizens we each have
a super power, the nonprofit sec-
tor. Anyone can create a non profit
organization to fill a need, to more
fully realize our social safety net.
It takes planning, and several steps
to complete, but it is available to
each of us.

So that is what we did in creating
Kitsune, Inc. Creative solutions for
independent living. The model we
started with is an agile one that can
be applied to many types of need.
We are expanding the method of
implementing the idea of a direc-
tor within a small group of neigh-
bors. There are several ways 11 or
12 apartments can be connected in
one location, and we are looking
for input from the community—
what do you think is needed for
independent living?

We will be at the Woodsboro
Music Festival on Sunday October
22, at the Woodsboro Park. You
will have the opportunity to meet
some of the Kitsune members, and
tell us what is important to you.

16 read past editions of Good Day
Neighbor visit the Authors section of
Emmitsburg.net.
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Wildfires

Anne Gageby
Strawberry Hill Foundation

ildfires shaped the sum-

mer of 2023 in a variety
of ways. The Canadian wild-
fire smoke traveled down the
East Coast and brought orange-
tinted skies. We had multiple
days of code red air quality alerts
because of the smoke-filled air.
And then came the tragedy in
Maui. Every news cycle seemed
to have another round of stories
and it begged the question: does
Pennsylvania have wildfires? The
answer is a resounding yes.

Over the last few years, it
seems as if the news has cov-
ered all sorts of wildfires - Aus-
tralian and Canadian, wildfires
out west, and of course, Maui.
But we rarely hear of wildfires
in our home state. And yet, over
the last three years, the num-
ber of Pennsylvania wildfires has
nearly doubled. 1,507 wildfires
burned a total of 3,033 acres in
2020 alone. This year Pennsylva-
nia experienced three major wild-
fires. A fire in Centre County
burned thousands of acres back
in April. A month later, a fire
burned 162 acres near Shade
Mountain. And let’s not forget
the April 12th Crystal Lake Fire,
which burned over 4,000 acres in
the northeastern portion of the
state and caused the Pennsylvania
Turnpike to temporarily close its
northeast extension.

The greatest danger of wildfires
occurs in spring — March through

May. And then again in the fall
during October and November.
For wildfires to occur, conditions
must be just right. It must be dry
overall with low relative humid-
ity. There needs to be an available
fuel source such as dried leaves,
grass, and debris. In Pennsylva-
nia, people cause 99 percent of all
wildfires, usually from activities
such as burning debris like yard
waste and trash. One moment
of carelessness with a backyard
burn pile can quickly become a
woodland tragedy as fire spreads
through dead grass and leaves
into neighboring forests.

Wildfires can, and do, occur at
any time of day and during every
season. However, spring and fall
are peak fire seasons. Bare trees in
early spring allow more sunlight
to reach the forest floor which
dries surface fuels such as leaves
and forest debris. Add in a warm-
er-than-usual winter in which lit-
tle snow has accumulated, and it
creates a perfect environment for
sparks to take hold. Similarly, in
autumn, falling leaves pile high
on the forest floor and create a
deep layer of debris. Windy days
hasten the drying process and
create a hazard.

Unfortunately, climate change
is creating a perfect storm of hot-
ter and drier weather patterns
which, in turn, creates longer and
more dangerous fire seasons. This
past summer is a perfect exam-
ple of that. Little precipitation
put Pennsylvania on a statewide
drought watch. By the end of
August, twenty counties, includ-
ing Adams, remained on watch.
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An intentionally lit controlled fire burns intensely in an effort to contain a larger fire nearby. Most wildlife escapes
the initial blaze of a wildfire. It’s the aftermath of scorched habitat that poses the more grave threat.

As September rolled in, things
were looking pretty dire from
where we stood at Strawberry
Hill. Swamp Creek, which runs
through Strawberry Hill's cam-
pus and joins Middle Creek at the
edge of our property, had dried
up. It was a terrible sight and
something those of us who live on
Mount Hope recall never seeing in
our lifetimes. The bone-dry creek
looked like something out of a
wasteland. Middle Creek was only
slightly better with a small rib-
bon of water still flowing. The bit
of rain we've experienced over the
last two weeks has been blessing —
for the creeks and the forest alike.
wildfires

can be, fire as an element is an

As destructive as

important part of maintaining a
healthy and diverse ecosystem.
When fires burn appropriately,
they consume leaf litter and for-
est debris such as dead wood and
understory brush which bene-
fits the forest as a whole. It helps
maintain native plant species
and provides an opportunity for
fire-dependent plants and trees

to flourish. Almost every region
of the United States has such spe-
cies. Here in the Northeast, pitch
pine “barrens” are home to a vari-
ety of rare insects and animals
that are dependent upon fire to
shape their habitat and cut down
competition from non-natives.

Generally, natural fires occur
in pine barrens every six to 25
years. A variety of pine species
have adapted to not only resist
fire with a thick, armor-like bark
but also have come to depend on
fire to reproduce. Mountain pine,
which grows on dry, rocky land
around Appalachia, reproduces
via serotinous cones. These cones
are sealed shut with pine resin
and can only be opened when a
fire rolls through the forest, melt-
ing the “glue” holding the cone
together.

In Pennsylvania, oak and hick-
ory forests are a common sight.
Natural fires occur every 25 years
or so. Most oaks have adapted to
survive surface fires by growing
thick bark and sprouting from
the base of trees after fires have
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become memory. Because oak
and hickories dont reproduce
well in shade, fires can help con-
trol the competition by eliminat-
ing shade-producing thick canopy
cover as well as dense underbrush.

The benefits of fire are well-
known, if not always appreciated.
Native Americans have used con-
trolled burns for ages to protect
and nurture healthy forest ecosys-
tems. However, the United States
government implemented a pol-
icy in 1886 that banned all fires
in national parks. This policy was
incorporated in the National Parks
Act of 1916. The general belief at
the time was that fire killed seed-
lings, created erosion-prone envi-
soil

ronments, destroyed vital

nutrients  necessary ~ for
growth, and destroyed wildlife
habitats. It wasn’t until the 1920s

or so that the US Forest Service

new

began to acknowledge that cer-
tain areas of the US actually ben-
efited from prescribed burns.
Opinions didn’t change until the
1950’s when researchers, foresters,
and government officials began to
accept controlled burns as a man-
agement tool.

Today, Pennsylvania’s Depart-
ment of Conservation and Nat-
ural utilizes  the
Pennsylvania  Prescribed  Fire
Standards which outlines proce-

Resources

dures and planning for the use
of prescribed fire. The Pennsylva-
nia Prescribed Burning Practices
Act of 2009 further defines pre-
scribed fire as a management tool
that benefits the entirety of the
Commonwealth.

Fire is one of the most import-
ant instruments of change, one
that humans have harnessed for
ages. Using fire for heating and
cooking was one of the first major
developments in civilization. As an
element, it is both beautiful and
terrifying. And to the forest around
us, it can be merciless, unyielding,
and very much necessary.

1o read past editions of Ecology,
visit the Authors section of Emmits-
burg.com.
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Squirrels and forest ecology

Tim Iverson
Naturalist

W’lth the onset of fall comes
cooler temperatures, chang-
ing leaves, and acorns by the doz-
ens. Acorns can make a hazardous
nightmare for a hiker or anyone
just enjoying the outdoors. The
forest floor becomes one giant
tripping hazard covered in a blan-
ket of marbles and dodging these
falling projectiles is nearly an
olympic feat of agility and acro-
batics. Acorns are much more
than bombs and slip hazards. Our
native oak trees prepare for the
future by producing and dispers-
ing these seed packages.

Acorns are the nut produced by
oak trees. An oak tree can produce
up to 10,000 acorns in a single
year. These durable casings con-
tain a single seed, which under
the right conditions can germi-
nate and eventually grow into a
tree. Typically oaks will produce
acorns in two to five year cycles.
These boom and bust cycles are
called mast years, the last of which
occurred regionally in 2015 and
2016. Scientists arent sure about
how or why this occurs. Research
shows it could be triggered by
chemical signalling between the
trees or environmental condi-
tions. However, there doesn’t seem
to be a strong connection between
weather patterns and production.

Evolutionary biologists suggest
that it could be the best way to
ensure the overall success of seed
distribution and growth. By stag-
gering production cycles it allows
the predator population (chip-
munks, squirrels, mice, deer, jays,
etc.) to thin out. Then all at once
the trees collectively produce mil-
lions of acorns that blanket the

forest floor. The numbers pro-
duced are simply too overwhelm-
ing and abundant to be eaten
by the diminished animal pop-
ulations. Another reason could
be that it’s taxing on the trees to
make the acorns, so by alternating
production years it allows them to
recover for the next round of pro-
duction cycles. Either way, the
animal populations that do rely
on these calorie packed snacks do
very well those years. Typically,
those dependent animals see pop-
ulation numbers explode the fol-
lowing year.

Most trees and plants rely on the
wind to spread seeds, but acorns
are just too heavy to get around
this way. This is where biological
vectors come in - in other words,
animals. Acorns are a favorite meal
of many different kinds of ani-
mals. They are a great nutritious
high calorie snack to fatten up
animals before a long migration or
a long cold winter. Some animals,
like squirrels, will cache, or hide,
thousands of acorns for later use.
Initially, squirrels dont seem all
that intelligent. Frequently they’re
spotted darting across roads meet-
ing untimely ends. However, they
are the unsung heroes of forest
growth. When it comes to forest
ecology they are the primary agent
in acorn dispersal.

In forests with oak trees there can
be hundreds of acorns in a square
foot during mast years. Squirrels
can differentiate between species of
oak acorns often preferring to eat
acorns produced by White Oaks
immediately and storing acorns
produced by Red Oaks for later.
This is because the White Oak
acorns spoil faster, usually within
a few months, while the Red Oak

acorns can last up to 16 months in
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storage. These discerning rodents
are also deceptive.

Concerned by opportunistic
spies, squirrels will trick others by
creating fake caches. If a squirrel
thinks it is being watched it will
dig a hole, pretend to place the
acorn in it (while actually leav-
ing the acorn in its mouth), cover
the hole back up, then scurry off
elsewhere to actually hide its trea-
sure. A single squirrel is estimated
to create hundreds, possibly up to
a thousand, of caches each season.

Remarkably they can remem-
ber where each and everyone is
located. Researchers have demon-
strated that some of this is done
by memory, but as they close in
on the specific location scent can
help them hone in on the specific
spot. For the acorns that dont get
eaten that season they can germi-
nate and sprout. By carrying the
acorns further than the tree would
be able to disperse them squirrels
help expand the boundary and the
genetic diversity of the forest.

The eastern gray squirrel, while
native, at this point is considered
an invasive pest. People with bird
feeders would’ve agreed with this
sentiment long ago, but it’s their
ingenuity and evolutionary adapta-
tions that have given them this edge.
Their tails are one of the remark-
able features that have secured their
niche. Squirrels dart, dash, and dive

throughout the forest canopy.
Like a child walking astride a
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The eastern gray squirrel is crepuscular, meaning they are most active

o

during dawn and dusk, allowing them to avoid the heat of midday.

curbside with their arms extended
for balance the tail of the squir-
rel keeps them balanced through
all their aerial acrobatics up in the
branches. Additionally, their tails
are basically a thermostat helping
to regulate their core body tem-
perature. During the cold winter
months it directs blood flow back
into the core of their body, while
during the summer body heat is
radiated away as the blood circu-
lates through the tail. Squirrels are
one of the only mammals that can
climb down a tree face first. Incred-
ibly their wrists allow their hands to
rotate a full 180 degrees backwards.
This ability allows their claws to
securely grip tree bark making their
descents rapid and smooth.

Primary predators include hawks,
owls, and foxes. Squirrels are incredi-
bly agile and have excellent peripheral
vision that makes it difficult for preda-
tors to sneak up on them. The eastern
gray squirrel is crepuscular, meaning

they are most active during dawn and
dusk allowing them to avoid the heat
of midday. Maryland is also home to
flying squirrels too. Flying squirrels are
rarely seen though, as they are noctur-
nal. The flying squirrel nests in tree
cavities making them more difficult to
spot, whereas gray squirrels create vis-
ible nests high in the tree tops. Flying
squirrels, despite their name, can not
actually fly: They can glide up to 300
feet from tree to tree using folds of skin
between their front and hind legs.

To homeowners and drivers squir-
rels can be bothersome. They are, how-
ever, a remarkably adaptive species that
is truly beneficial for the overall health
of a forest ecosystem. While we may
occasionally have to swerve around
them or sacrifice some seed from our
feeders we need them for the services

they provide for forest growth.

16 read other articles by Tim Iverson,
visit the Authors section of Emmits-
burg.net.

001 NG

301-695-4754 - PJsRoofing.com




16 | EMMITSBURG NEWS-JOURNAL | OCTOBER 2023

REAL SCIENCE

Caterpillars

I jveryone who spends time

outdoors eventually sees cat-
erpillars. Caterpillars are the lar-
val stage of members of the order
Lepidoptera, the insect order that
includes butterflies and moths.
Caterpillars do not attack human
beings (!) as do some other insects,
and they eat plant material, often,
but not always leaves. About 1%
of caterpillars eat insects, and
some are cannibalistic or feed on
products of other animals, such as
clothes moths who feed on wool,
and even hooves and horn moths
who feed on hooves and horns of
dead ungulates, a category of crit-
ter that includes deer, camels, elks
and reindeer, as well as a number
of others who largely live on grass-
lands. Caterpillars have soft bod-
ies that can grow rapidly between
moults. Their size varies from one

millimeter (0.039 inches) up to
14 centimeters (5.5 inches).
Because caterpillars are typi-
cally voracious feeders, many of
them are among the most seri-
ous of agricultural pests. Some of
them who become moths cause
harm to fruits and other agricul-
tural produce. Moths are generally
obscure and do no direct harm.
On the positive side, various spe-
cies of caterpillar are valued as
sources of silk, as human or ani-
mal food, or for biological control
of pest plants. Caterpillars have
an interesting place due to their
metamorphosing into butterflies.
This quality has led to references
in Lewis Carroll’s Adventures in
Wonderland and in an episode of
the popular television show Mad
Men, and also in an episode of
Season 5 of The Sopranos.
Woollybear festivals are held
in several locations in the fall.
One festival in Vermillion, Ohio,
has costume contests for chil-
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dren and pets. A festival in Ban-
ner Elk, North Carolina, features
crafts, food, and races. The Woolly
Worm Festival in Beattyville, Ken-
tucky features food, vendors, live
music, and a Woolly Worm Race,
in which people race the wolly-
bear caterpillar up vertical strings.

Other Woolley Bear events
are held in Oil City, Pennsylva-
nia, and Little Valley, New York.
Caterpillars seem rather innocu-
ous, but some have evolved more
aggressive self-defense measures.
spiny
bristles or long fine hair-like setae
with detachable tips that will irri-
tate the aggressor by lodging in
the skin or mucous membranes.

These measures include

Some birds swallow hairy caterpil-
lars. Highly aggressive caterpillar
defenses are bristles called utri-
cating hairs which produces poi-
sonous venom. The venom in the
South American silk moth, genus
Lonomia, produces anticoagu-
lant venom powerful enough to
cause death from hemorrhage in a
human being,.

Some caterpillars have evolved
countermeasures which enable
them to eat the leaves of toxic
plants! In addition to harm being
done to them from the tox-
ins, they sequester it to protect
them from predators. The spe-
cies include cinnabar moths and
monarch caterpillars.

There is quite a variation in cat-
erpillar impact. Some of them are
indeed poisonous or distasteful,
and their bright coloring serves
as a warning to predators. Oth-
ers mimic more dangerous cater-
pillars while not being dangerous
themselves. Many caterpillars are
cryptically colored and resem-
ble the plants on which they feed.
There are caterpillars that look like
other things in the environment
such as thorns or bird droppings.

Environmental ~Nutrition, the
newsletter from the Health Infor-
mation Network, for which I pro-
mote ongoing enthusiasm, has an
article in the August 2021 issue
entitled Frozen Treats on a Stick. It
reminds me of the days when ice
cream trucks came rolling down
the street in the summer, and you
ran inside to find someone who
would give you the money needed
to buy an ice cream treat. My
hometown, Youngstown, Ohio,
(also known as Crimetown USA) is

Legend holds that the length of a woolly bear caterpillar's
color bands can be used to forecast how severe the winter weather
will be. The myth dates back to colonial American folklore.

the home of Isaly’s, a chain of fam-
ily-owned dairies which started in
Mansfield, Ohio.

It was very popular in the years
of my youth, and I still maintain
my passion for their ice cream
bars. Their products are pretty
much purchased now in super-
markets in the frozen food aisle.
Like all treats, a consideration of
the ingredients is useful in making
a healthy diet for you. These fro-
zen treats do not contain much, if
any salt, so sodium is not an issue.
‘The main area of nutritional con-
cern is calories, fat, saturated fat,
and added sugar. Some of these
products  encourage multiple
ingestion at a single serving.

As Mel Brooks says, “Everything is
Show Biz’. Hard as it may be, it is
wise to limit your treat to one bar at
a time. In more recent times, Greek
yogurt has been used as an ingredi-
ent, which is healthier, by giving a
protein boost. There are a few other
options to consider. One can look for
smaller bars rather than larger ones.
Favor those made with genuine fruit,
rather than flavored sugar substi-
tutes. Avoid those treats containing
sugar alcohols. They can be sources
of gastric distress. Those treats that
are non-dairy contain no more than
60 calories and 7 grams of added
sugar. Dairy choices contain no more
than 150 calories, 7 grams of fat, and
10 grams of added sugar.

The same issue of Environmen-
tal Nutrition has an article on caf-
feine-containing drinks. I rarely
start the day without coffee, for
better or for worse. Let’s see which

dominates! Caffeine is of course the
ingredient that creates the effect,
besides that of flavor or just encour-
aging your habit. Energy drinks
have been a major source of caf-
feine.

Though caffeine is not generally
thought of as a dangerous drug,
excessive consumption can lead to
headaches,
cardiac arrhythmias, and seizures.
Most of us who drink coffee can

nervousness, nausea,

relate to a time when we drank a
lot of it, and felt nervous and shaky.
Excessive coffee input can increase
blood pressure. Also increasing
with excessive coffee drinking is the
stress hormone norepinephrine.
Caffeine containing products often
contain other substances that con-
tribute to health effects. I still have
coffee in the morning and occa-
sionally during the day, but I've
learned not to drink too much and
get these unpleasant and unhealthy
side effects.

So how much coffee is too
much coffee?

A noted sports cardiologist, John
P Higgins, suggests that a person
should limit his or her amounts of
caffeine. A noted rose in blood pres-
sure and the stress hormone norepi-
nephrine came with energy drinks.
The Food and Drug Administration
has not taken a very active role is
this topic. It is well, says the article’s
author to limit your consumption
of coffee and energy drinks, and
undertake a good diet and life-style.

16 read past editions of Real Science,
visit the Authors section of Emmits-
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Rolling into October

Jack Deatherage

hear it’s been a summer, though

having napped through most of
it I wouldn’t really know. Usually
I'm up before 5 AM and grum-
bling as I todder around the park
for the 8:30 a.m. mile. (For those
wondering, [todder - the act of
swaying wildly due to inebriation
just before falling down, the tod-
der does not actually occur until
the “todd” hits the ground. - nghi-
alagi.net] It's been decades since I
was last an actual todder, but the
growing aches and pains cause me
to move as if 've a gallon or two of
alcoholic brew on board.)

After the morning walk we stop
at the Cedar Ave Community Gar-
den to water, weed, tidy up and
pick anything ready to be picked.
Back home in the air conditioning
I check my library account to see
if I can go hang out in the library’s
air conditioning. If not, it’s upstairs
to sleep under some novel until
it’s time to water the garden- usu-
ally after 7 PM during the hotter
days and closer to 6 PM as the days
shorten and cool. About the only
day I'm outside after noon is farm-
ers market Friday.

If the Knights of Columbus chap-
ter has a table set up offering free
cotton candy I tend to hang around
the market from open to close.
Brian, master sugar spinner (he tells
me he studied the craft for most of
5 minutes), is also the muscle and
more than half the brains in the
community garden. We sit in what
shade we can find and talk of strings
and things- “Of shoes and ships and
sealing-wax. Of cabbages and kings.
And why the sea is boiling hot. And
whether pigs have wings.” (Thank
you Mr. Carroll) Occasionally I'll
notice someone wandering about
the garden. With a groan I'll stand
and crackle, creak my way over to
see if they have any questions about
the adventure.

Generally,
and the
ers have been politely inquisitive
and thanked me for my time and
efforts. The locals? Well, with some
of them I have to curb my thoughts
and be polite no matter their rude-

the

newly-moved-to-town-

out-of-towners

ness. How do I know they are
locals? Theyre rude. The laughing
gods send them to test my resolve.
Could have been worse I guess- flea
beetles, swarms of locust, drought-
Wait, they did provide a drought!
A visitor demanded, actually
demanded, to know if I was tak-
ing the vegetables to the food bank!

I experienced one of those rare
moments when my brain man-
aged to stop my mouth from try-
ing to swallow both my feet. After
a moments thought that encom-
passed- you dont know who this
person is, dont burn a bridge you
haven’t crossed- be polite- be dip-
lomatic, you can do it- avoid a
bunch of vulgarities best not let
loose at this moment, I managed to
say, “We're just getting the garden
started. Everything we've planted
is more to draw attention to what's
possible here.”

That didn’t satisfy. “Well, you
should be taking it to the food
bank.”

I remember thinking, I've spent
more than a thousand dollars of the
DW and I's money on the garden
so far and I'm planning on spend-
ing at least a thousand more next
year. The DW and I have been haul-
ing water from home in buckets to
the garden almost daily. We're buy-
ing and applying fertilizers, pull-
ing weeds, planting seeds, dealing
with the insects, birds, rabbits, peo-
ple leaving trash about the garden,
tending the compost bins, mowing
and weed trimming (occasionally),
trying to get more people involved
and you, whom T've not seen near
the garden before today, have the
gall to tell me what to do with what
little we'd managed to harvest from
all that effort?

I've taken a few hand sized mel-
ons and a few cherry tomatoes up
to the town offices as a token of
gratitude for the help and encour-
agement the people working there
have given us. They also have made
demands. “Let us help you! Tell us
what you need.”

I'd take every scrap of edible vege-
tation to the farm and feed it to the
pigs before I gifted a single tiny ‘Sun
Gold’ cherry tomato to the food
bank. The pigs would be grateful
and their owner would load a truck
full of manure and bring it to the
garden, no charge, if T asked him to.

I'd willingly help anyone who
wants to grow vegetables for the
food bank. I'd probably gift them
some of the seeds we have stored
against the day I decide to trial
them. Hell, I might even haul water
for them, probably would help with
the weeding if needs be. But to be
told what I should be doing? Don't
anyone hold their breath waiting for
me to do anything I'm told to do!

The goal from the beginning
was to build a larger, highly visi-
ble, easily accessible, community
garden I could play in until I got
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-

This year's community garden hasn’t even been put to bed yet and Jack is already
hard at work studying up on what he wants to do next year.

distracted by some new idea and
wandered off knowing there was a
community of gardeners in place
that would continue making the
garden better each following year.
While I haven’t made much head-
way with the community aspect of
the garden, I have had some suc-
cesses with the actual garden.

I have a better understanding
of the location and what I need
to change for next year’s attempt.
I’'m planning on dropping at least
$600 worth of raised beds into
the garden for the DW to orga-
nize and plant flowers she wants
-1 already hear the gods laughing.
If I can squeeze another $400 out
of our budget I want several round
raised beds for the library’s use-
maybe mini herb beds the kids
can plant for projects the librari-
ans can put together later in the

season - the gods are rolling now.

“The garden looks fantastic!
You and your wife have done a
great job.”

Meh. There wouldnt be a gar-
den if the board of commission-
ers, the mayor and the town staff
hadn' stepped up to make it hap-
pen. If some of the members of the
Emmitsburg Walking group hadnt
helped, if the librarians and their
kid groups hadnt gotten involved,
if the fire department hadnt kept
the rain barrels filled there certainly
wouldn’t be a garden! If Brian hadn
taken a pounding from the donated
rototiller all anyone would see are 3
raised beds and some compost bins!
All me and the DW have done is
pump some money, time and effort
into it - minimal effort on my part.

Still, imagine what ten more peo-

ple could accomplish. Why, they

might even overflow the food bank
with fresh veggies so's I'd have to
take the excess to the farm’s pigs.

Interested in the garden? I can be
reached via the post office:

Deatherage

PO Box 417

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Ph: 301-447-2151 (if the answer-
ing machine picks up, please leave a
contact number - speak slowly and
clearly, English aint my strong suit.
All other languages are a mystery to
me.)

Email: jackdeathjr@juno.com

Or check out the Facebook group
- “Emmitsburg Youth/Community
Garden”

16 read past articles by Jack Death-
erage, visit the Authors section of
Emmitsburg. net.

2222 Yurk Rd., Gettysburg
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Different plants, different places

Mary Ann Ryan
Adams County Master Gardener

Life takes different turns. And
as we take these turns, we see
differences in the places we go. Let
me explain. A recent trip to west-
ern Maine visiting my daughter
brought to the forefront the differ-
ences from where I live to where
she lives. I doubt I ever would
have visited this part of Maine if
it hadn’t been for her move. Why
would I ever have made that trip
if she hadn’t taken the turn in the
road that led her to her new state,
her new home.

And what a difference it is.
Having never been to the west-
ern part of the state, the experi-
ence was new. Her husband said
to me “be sure to get gas before
you cross over from New Hamp-
shire”.
the differences.

That was my first clue to

Weve been to the east coast of
Maine. There are many rocks to
climb, and the plants living there
naturally are very different than
in South Central PA. But even in
western Maine, we saw many dif-
ferences.

Although forests are predomi-
nant (logging seems to be a com-
mon business), and we have a few
of our own forests, the plant mate-
rial that make up those forests are
different. The first thing I noticed
was the lack of invasive plant spe-
cies. Here we see Japanese stilt-
grass, multiflora rose, ornamental
pears, ailanthus, barberry, and the
list goes on. There, I saw Japanese

knotweed, and that was it. I saw it
along wood’s edge, not in the for-
est. It was so nice to see a forest
with no invasive understory.

Why? My best guess is that
there’s so little disturbed area, and
not a lot of people. The less dis-
turbance, the less space the inva-
sives have to take hold. I would
imagine as a person gets closer to
the towns and cities, there will be
more introduced plants, whether
invasive or not.

I took a guided walk in the
woods. For starters, there weren’t
any rocks on the trails. Especially
not like what we have here in PA.
Just try and go for a walk in PA
and not trip on a rock. The soil
was sandy. Although there were
many rocks stacked to make low
walls, the stone just wasn't like it
is here. There were lots of under-
story, and not because of invasives
— the plants were native to the
area. There wasn’t any indication
of deer browsing. As a matter of
fact, there I didnt see any deer...
hmmm...I guess lots of places for
them to spread out.

The plants, although there are
similarities, are different enough
to indicate that I was someplace
other Goldenrods
were in bloom. Although that is a
plant we see here quite abundantly,

than home.

they werent as colonized there. I
saw Canada goldenrod, but many
other species were just as prevalent.
Although I didn’t have a resource
to key out these plants on site, 'm
guessing there were some seaside

goldenrod, definitely white gold-
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enrod and blue-stemmed as well as
carly goldenrod. Although these
different species are found here,
I can honestly say I havent seen
many in the wild, excluding Can-
ada goldenrod.

The white goldenrod, in partic-
ular, caught my attention. In full
bloom at the time of my visit, its
unique color set it aside from all
other plants. It’s habit and floral
structure are very similar to the
typical goldenrods, but the white
is unlike many fall plants.

Another plant that was exciting
to see in nature was the witherod,
Viburnum cassinoides. This plant
is typically found in wet, marshy
areas. And although it wasn’t wet
or marshy, it was growing happily.
As typical of most viburnums,
they do get quite large. However,
the plants I saw were just little,
just starting out. I have never seen
this one in our woods.

During this hike, we walked
along a very large lake. Along this
lake, we found... cranberries! It
was so cool to see that plant in
the forest. The leaves are particu-
larly small, and the plant creeping.
There were a few unripe cranber-
ries hanging on to the plant, and
they secemed so large compared
to the leaves. Kind of odd secing
such large berries on such a tiny-
leafed plant. Although we typi-
cally think of cranberries growing
in bogs and very wet areas, these
plants were not in a bog, and the
soil was well drained. Although
we found them along a lake, they
were on the edge, not in a particu-
larly wet spot.

SeaS|de Goldenrod or Salt Marsh Goldenrod, is a plant species
in the genus Solidago of the family Asteraceae. It is native to
eastern North America and parts of the Caribbean.

Winterberry holly was also
growing along the lake, right along
side the cranberries. In addition,
there were some meadowsweet,
one of our native spireas, Spiraca
alba. All these plants were grow-
ing in the same plant community.

I have seen meadowsweet, blue-
berries, and cranberries in cen-
tral PA near Huntington, but that
ecosystem was much different. It
was more of a flat, wet, marshy
meadow, not along a lake and it
was in full sun, not a wood’s edge
in partial shade.

Bracken ferns (Pteridium aqui-
linum) were everywhere, as were
sweetferns (Comptonia peregrina).
Bracken ferns look like any other
fern (sorry fern lovers) but the sweet-
fern is considered a woody shrub.
It has an aromatic fragrance when
touched. It will take over disturbed
areas if the soil is right. Although
these two plants are also found in
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PA, I haven’t seen them here in the
large colonies and understory as I
did in Western Maine.

In addition to the plant life, the
management of properties seemed
much different. A very relaxed feel
to the landscape along the road-
sides was dominant. Grasses were
allowed to grow along the roads.
Very rarely did I see cut grass,
which allowed for many wild-
fowers to grow and bloom. Asters
were a common flowering plant
when I was there, particularly new
England aster. The bracken ferns
and sweetferns were everywhere.

The homes also had that relaxed
feel as well. In that part of the state,
I didn’t see lots of plants around
the foundation of the
Whether they were million-dol-
lar houses or smaller places, this
was a common theme. Mowed

homes.

grass wasnt manicured like you
see here. Diversity in plants
within the grass was the norm.
Herbaceous gardens with flower-
ing plants were the most common
type of gardening, and typically I
saw native perennials, very little in
the way of introduced.

This trip drove home the idea
of planting plants that naturally
grow in your area. Here’s the
thing. If you are planting what
is supposed to grow in your area,
then by looking at your property,
a person could recognize where
they are by identifying the plants
living there. The insects, birds and
other critters that have evolved
with these plants will all live hap-
pily together. When we plant so
many non-native plants that can
be grown anywhere in the coun-
try, then there is nothing unique
or identifiable about the landscape
or the places we live. Therefore,
the food source for these critters
that evolved with the native plants
will die, and many already have.

Although I am comparing plant
life with where I live, hopefully
where you live there are differ-
ent variances, making your com-
munity unique. The moral of the
story: Plant natives. Allow grass
to grow, don’t mow as much, and
monitor invasives. This will reduce
the decline of insects and birds
and help the food chain (ours and
the wild ones).

1o read other gardening articles, visit the
Gardening section of Emmitsburg. net.
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Frederick County Master Gardeners
October Seminars

October 14: “The Crucial
Role of Oaks” - Over 500
mammals, birds and insects
depend on oaks for survival.
Explore the special character-
istics of oaks and their crucial
role in the ecosystem. Learn
about the extraordinary diver-
sity of oaks and how to iden-
tify some of the varieties native
to our area. The presentation
and hands-on activities are
geared to all ages.

October 21: “Fall & Win-
ter Pruning” - Learn what to
prune in the fall and how to
prune to get the most out of
your plants.

October 28: “Honey, I Shrunk
the Lawn” - Small changes to
our yards can have a big impact
on our environment. Join the
grassroots movement to restore
biodiversity by turning turf
into a part of the Homegrown
National Park! Learn more at
homegrownnationalpark.org.
All seminars are free unless
otherwise stated. Seminars are
held at the University of Mary-
land Extension office at 330
Montevue Lane, (off Rose-
mont Avenue) in Frederick,
from 10 to noon.
You can register online
for these and other events at

heeps://bic.ly
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Small Town Gardener

No way is there one way to garden

Marianne Willburn

L I there’s more than one way to
do everything,

In gardening. In life. In plant-
ing an apple tree, or peeling apples
over the sink. Certainly there are
rules that guide us (dont use a
dull knife), and experts that sway
us (use a 3 ¥ inch Victorinox, says
the team at Cook’s Illustrated). But
the earlier we start to play a little
and discover the ways that work
well for us, the more flexible we
become to take on new challenges
— including the challenge of shar-
ing what weve learned without
ramming it down the throats of
others as The Only Way.

Last month, I was fortunate to
have another conversation with
Margaret Roach on her excel-
lent podcast A Way to Garden.
We discussed what Margaret calls
“The Mad Stash” — which is my
new favorite term to describe the
imminent autumn frenzy of find-
ing winter homes for tender plants
before the first frost.

What she does...What I do...
What weve seen done in the gar-
dens of others. .. We also discussed
some overall guidelines for garden-
ers who insist, as we do, on playing
with plants that require life sup-
port in cold winter months.

After comparing notes and
laughing a lot (my apologies to
Margarets editor) it struck me
how perfectly she has named her
long-running website and podcast.
Not, The Way to Garden, but A
Way to Garden. I highly recom-

mend it.

Rolling With the Punches
Gardening is not a precise and
sterile process that happens in a
lab. (Weell, at least the kind of gar-
dening I do.) There are hundreds
of variables at play; from the pH of
your soil; to the dappled light you
get on one side of your porch but
not the other; to the dry weather
you had in July and August; to the
flood you had in June; to the day
of the month you chose to plant
those clearance bulbs; to just how
‘clearanced’ they looked when they
went into the ground.

All these things come together
in thousands of permutations
to make this the “best X ever” or
the “worst X ever.” The year you
started gardening — or the year you
gave up all together. (Until next
spring.)

We'e all of us playing on a dif-
ferent field — quite literally. Even
your neighbor, on a different ridge
line or flood plain, or battling the
compacted clay gifted by a disin-
terested developer, may have got-
ten all the rain you got this year,
but doesnt share your soil — or
your sun.

Comparing Notes
At the time of our conversation,
Margaret (in New York) was tired

of rain. I (in Northern Virginia) was
tired of no rain. We're facing the same
job of bringing things indoors, but
her tropicals might be a little stron-

ger after a wetter summer than mine.

Most of my bananas look like
theyve been intermittent fasting
towards a lean beach body — I'll need
to keep a sharper eye on them over
the winter months than I normally
do. Hers might be shedding some
water weight in the cellar and need a
different kind of monitoring so they
don’t rot in cold conditions.

She was curious as to what I do
with my bromeliads, and I was curi-
ous how badly she treats her canna.
Here I thought I was the cruel-
est canna wrestler out there, but it
turns out ['ve got competition. And
a license to get crueler.

So guidelines and experts are great,
but we need even more. We need
curiosity to help us identify and care
about nuanced variables, and the
courage to play with those variables,
conquer them, be bested by them,
and learn from them.

Hands on Experience Matters
When Finding a Way
I can help feeling that, as our media
moves increasingly toward 30 second
reels and one minute listicle reads,
not to mention a gardening culture
more heavily weighted toward gar-
den designers (as discussed by Anne
Wareham on  GardenRant.com
recently), it becomes easier to believe
that there is One Way. Gardening is
easy. Gardening is simple. Here’s how
to do it (or have it done). Here’s what
to plant. Heres The Solution.

No. If you're all in, you'e in for a
thrashing. Mentally and physically.

Because it's not about one year
(like 2020). Or two years, or three for
that matter. Because the things that
may have been true during that three
year period — lets say, our first three
years gardening or the first three years
in a new garden — might not work
so well when one of the moving parts
mentioned above changes. And no
matter how much you read or watch
on YouTube, you need to experience
that for yourself. And then you need
to experience it again. And quite
frankly, again.

Know Why It Works
For instance, I know that I can store

dahlias in their quart pots in a
frost-free basement in the dark. I
water every four to five weeks and
rarely lose one tuber.

I know this, not because I
was told by a dahlia expert (I
was), but because I failed at it
the first time and paid more
attention the second, third, and
fourth times. I also know that
I can store them in damp sand,
or painstakingly wrap them in
Saran wrap, or leave them in the
ground and hope the voles don’t
get hungry and the winter goes
more 7a than 6b this year. I've
done all those things, and they
are all variations on a baseline of
light humidity, frost-free temps,
and dark storage.

There’s more than one way. I
store dahlias in pots because I
grow them in those pots — plunged
into the soil — so storage is a quick
dig, a cutting of feeder roots, and
a stacking on racks untl spring
when they are divided and fresh-
ened.
can read about this in my book
Tropical Plants and How to Love
Them).

Granted its lazy. But it works
amazingly well. Its A way, not
THE way to play with dahlias. If
I was selling dahlias, or indeed the
blooms, I might do something dif-

ferent.

(If youre interested, you

Experimentation is Play
Yes there are rules you proba-
bly dont want to break. If we're
talking tropical storage, gingers sit-
ting wet in a cold garage would
be one of them. Begonias sitting
over a heating vent is a poor idea.
A three-foot agave in your bath-
room is just stupid and someone’s
going to lose an eye. But when it
does go wrong, if youve done a bit
of research, or have smart plant
friends, youll be able to iden-
tify why, and how you can tweak
things going forward.

A way to garden. Isnt it fasci-
nating to figure out what works?

Marianne Willburn is the author
of Tropical Plants and How to Love
Them, and Big Dreams, Small Gar-
den. She writes from her home in
Lovettsville, Virginia. Read more at
GardenRant.com.



20 | EMMITSBURG NEWS-JOURNAL | OCTOBER 2023

PETS

She’s my person

Jennifer Vanderau
Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter

'ome days 'm not sure how she could

till love me. She tells me she does and

I have no reason not to believe it, but my

muzze has turned so gray and it takes me

time to get up to greet her at the door
when she comes home from work.

Weve been together since I was a
young pup. The early days of “us” were
so much fun. We would go to the dog
park and shed show me off like she was
proud of me. I even heard her talking
to people on the telephone about me
and how much she loved me.

It took a while, but I began to realize
those feelings were real. She was proud
of me. And she loved me. Sometimes I
couldn’ believe it, but it made me feel
so warm inside.

I was her constant companion.
When she got off work, we would go
for our nightly walk — no matter the
weather. She didn't complain once, just
put the appropriate “human wear” on

s0 as not to get totally soaking wet if it
was raining or freeze if it was snowing
or sweat like a crazy person if it was hot.

She always took good care of me,
made sure my paws werent too cold or
hot and that I had enough water.

When we were done with our walk,
it was dinner time for both of us. We
would eat together and either watch
something on TV or listen to music.
Sometimes when we were finished,
wed even dance around together.

She talked to me about her favorite
shows and when she couldnt believe one
of the characters did something, She cried
at movies and told me why she was upset.
Shed laugh out loud at some shows, o,
like ones called Seinfeld and Friends.

She would take me on her annual
vacations. She found a place that
allowed dogs and wed spend just about
every day on this place she called the
“beach.” At first, the waves were some-
thing I couldnt really figure out, but
when I chased them, she would laugh,
so I just kept doing it.

Catoctin Veterinary Clinic

Caring vets for your family pets

Jonathan 5. Bramsaon, VMD
Susan P Keane, DVM

Grooming Services

Available

4 Paws Place, Thurmont W 3["1 =271 -D1 55

catoctinvelclinicifigmail.com & ww.caloclimmeterinaryclinic.com
www. facobook.comicatoctinvetclinie W% Fax: 301-271-3242

9 Middle St.,
Taneytown
(Right next to the

Taneytown Post Office)

Stephani chlﬁérd
& Aslan

Tuesday - Saturday By Appointment Only!
410-756-1200

Chick us oul on FacoDook & BuddysPlacnog Grooming
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I love when she laughs at my antics.

She’s such an amazing person. I'm in
awe that her hair is still the same beau-
tiful auburn it was when we first met
and she’s just as eager to go for awalk as
she was at the beginning.

My joints have started to ache and
I can feel my age creeping up on me.
Sometimes I wonder why we cant
grow old at the same rate. I'd love noth-
ing more than to spend decades with
her, making memories together.

We still take our beach vacations,
but I'm slower getting down to our
spot in the sand.

I try to walk for her each night, but I
cant go as far as I used to.

I know there will be a day — prob-
ably sooner than Id like to admit —
where I'll have to say goodbye and the
thought of not seeing her anymore just
breaks my heart.

She told me one night when we were
getting ready for bed about a place called
the Rainbow Bridge. She says its a place
where animals go when they can no lon-
ger exist on the earth. Its a beautiful place
where all the four-legged friends gather o
wait for their humans.

I wanted so badly to talk right then
because I wanted to ask why we had
to be separated at all. Why couldnt we
spend all our days together?

But the Rainbow Bridge sounded
like a real nice place. She said no animal
is in pain there. No animal is old. They
are all young and love to run and play
—and I'd be same, nothing would hurt.

She told me to wait for her there.
She said shed be along and wed be
together again and wed never let each
other go ever again. Wed be together
forever. She promised.

So I know it real.

She’s my person and I'm so lucky.
I'm lucky to have known her and had
her care for me. I'm lucky she loves me
as much as she does.

I'm lucky we found each other that
day so many years ago at the Cumber-
land Valley Animal Shelter.

Jennifer Vanderan is the Publications and
Promotions Consultant for the Cumber-
land Vidlley Animal Shelter and can be
reached ar cvascomm@xvas-pes.org. The
shelser accepts both monetary and pet supply
donations. For more information, call the
shelter at 717-263-5791 or visit the web-
stte wwwicvas-pets.org. CVAS also operates a
thrift store in Chambersburg, Pa. Help sup-
portthe animals at the shelter by donating to
or shopping at the store.

give their home & all they have,
d do the same, this is what I'd ask..

; foLrsdation

Penny came into the shelter as a stray, so we don't know a lot about her, but
this is one happy-go-lucky pup! She is a 3-year-old terrier mix who doesn't
seem to realize how big she is when she gets excited. Penny is an active
girl who will need someone that can provide her with regular exercise. She
loves to play ball! Penny does need some work on her manners but with
regular exercise and consistency, Penny will make someone a loving com-
panion! Penny may be too much for small children so an age restriction for
children in the home may apply, please discuss this with shelter staff.

p—

Bison is a 3-year-old Chow Chow who came into the shelter as a stray.
He is one handsome boy, who can be reserved. Adopters experienced
with the Chow Chow breed will be helpful for Bison. He is aloof at first
with new people but does eventually accept them. Bison is incredibly
loyal and would love to find his new person. Because we have no past
history with children, an age restriction may apply. Please discuss
this with shelter staff. Could Bison be the one for you?

Kairo came into the shelter be-
cause his owner was moving
and couldn’t take him along.
He’s a 1-year-old Chihuahua

mix. Kairo loves belly rubs.He

would do best in a quiet home.

He has been around older chil-
dren, but not small children,
so an age restriction for chil-
dren in the home may apply.

Could you give Kairo a second

chance?

Instant Noodles was brought in-
to the shelter after being found
abandoned in a house with 20
other cats. He was covered in
fleas, skinny, and was missing a
lot of fur. Since his arrival at the
shelter, he’s been doing much
better. He's about 3 years old and
would love to find out what hav-
ing a forever home is all about.
Could you give Instant Noodles a
second chance?

Samson was surrendered to the shelter with his brother because his
owners could no longer care for him. Samson is a 3-year-old black-
and-white boxer who loves to play. Samson does tend to jump up
when he is excited but is working on his manners. Because of his
energy, Samson may be too much for small children. Please discuss
this with shelter staff. Samson would be best as the only dog in the
home and he will chase cats. Is Samson the guy for you?

For more information about Penny, Bison, Instant Noodles, Kairo, or Samson
call the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter at 717-263-5791, or visit them
onlineat www.cvaspets.org or better yet, visit them in person at the shelter.
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Canine speed dating
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Monkey can be a bit reserved when meeting new people, but give her a
few moments to get comfortable, and you will have a new friend. At six
months old, she is playful and loves to be outside. Monkey has attended a
weeklong manners class and will have a good training foundation for her
new owner to build upon. She arrived at the shelter as a stray, and her
owner was located; however, they declined to reclaim her.

Shawn Snyder

helter life is stressful for any ani-

mal. Despite all the love and
care we provide them, it’s simply not
a home. Frederick County Animal
Control & Pet Adoption Center has
seen a surge in our canine population
in the last year or so, something that
is being seen and felt in shelters and
rescues across the country. Although
this rise in population may mean
more dogs for adopters to choose
from it has inevitably increased levels
of stress and anxiety for our canine
residents. As a result, this Fall we
are trying something new and elim-
inating the stressful kennel from our
canine adoption process in the hope
that our animals will not only be
more comfortable during their shel-
ter stays but will also get into forever
homes more quickly.

Closing the dog kennels may
seem counterproductive, but the
reality is that dogs aren't their true
selves in a kennel environment
and sadly great pets get overlooked
due to their kennel behavior. We
want potential adopters to see
what we see every day when mak-
ing decisions about their new
family members; our mix of lov-
ing and playful dogs who cant get
enough of fetch or love a good

cuddle session. Not dogs barking

and jumping up on kennel doors.

While the well-being of our dogs
may have been at the forefront of
this decision, FCAC visitors were
also considered. The kennels aren’t
just loud and overwhelming for
our four-legged friends. Visitors
can also be stressed by the kennel
Some, especially
children, are even too scared to
walk through and look at the dogs.

We're calling this program Fall
for Me Canine Speed Dating
and here’s how it works. Instead

of walking through the kennel

environment.

looking for a dog to meet, you'll
browse our catalog of fantas-
tic adoptable dogs either online
through our Facebook page or in
person. You can choose up to 3
dogs per visit to meet with for ten
minutes. You'll meet the dogs out-
side in one of our many play areas
or in our education room.

If youd like to meet additional
dogs or spend more time with one
particular dog, just book another
visitation. Visitors will still be
required to read profiles via the
QR codes and the application
process has remained the same.
The only part of our process that
has changed is that visitors no lon-
ger walk through the dog kennels.

Since we began this new pro-
cess in early September staff and

volunteers have seen a noticeable
difference in the behavior of our
canines. They are much calmer,
quieter and happier. Addition-
ally, we have received tons of
positive feedback from our visi-
tors and have not seen a decline
in our number of adoptions. For
now, FCAC plans on continuing
Fall for Me Canine Speed Dating
into October, but whether it will
become permanent has not been
determined. You can find our cat-
alog of adoptables in the features
section pinned at the top of our
Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/fcacmd.

Reducing stress on

dogs in shelters

The dog kennels at any animal
shelter can be a stressful place
for both the dogs and the visi-
tors looking to adopt. The kennels
tend to be loud and overwhelm-
ing. Dogs aren’t their true selves in
this environment and sadly great
dogs get overlooked due to their
kennel behavior.

Some visitors, especially chil-
dren, are even too scared to walk
the kennels and see our canines.
As a result, this September we
are trying something new and
eliminating the stressful ken-
nel from our canine adoption
process. The dog kennels will
be closed and visitors will only
meet adoptable dogs outside the
kennel environment.

Here’s how it will work. Instead
of walking through the kennel look-
ing for a dog to meet, you'll browse
our catalog of fantastic adoptable
dogs either online or in person.

You can choose up to 3 dogs per
visit to meet with for ten minutes.
You'll meet the dogs outside in one
of our many play areas. If youd
like to meet additional dogs or
spend more time with one partic-
ular dog, just book another visita-
tion. Visitors will still be required
to read profiles via the QR codes
and the application process has
remained the same.

Check out the profiles of our
awesome adoptables below or visit
FCAC’s Facebook page to see all
available dogs.

If you have any questions, feel
free to call us at 301-600-1564.
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Leo arrived at the shelter with wounds of an unknown origin and was
required to spend several months in a foster home. He is approximate-
ly two years old and considered a domestic short haired cat. Leo’s foster
mom completed a personality profile which indicates he is calm, playful,
friendly and particularly fond of his stuffed toy unicorn. His laid-back per-
sonality will make him a great companion for almost any family.
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Eleven-year-old Gypsy finds herself having to start over and hopes a
family with a big heart is willing to give her a chance. Unfortunately, her
lifelong owner passed and there was no one to take care of her. Gypsy is a
sweet, older lady who likes attention. She arrived front declawed and has
no known health issues. Gypsy would be a good match for families with
children of any age and will likely transition to a new home with ease.
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Blue can’t catch a break. She arrived at the shelter on August 7 as
a stray and was adopted on August 22. Three days later Blue’s new
family returned her because she was too active, and they did not
have the time to train her. Blue loves to be doted on and will cuddle
up beside you. At only one year old, she enjoys walks and playing
outside. Blue is seeking a committed family that can incorporate
her into their daily activities.

Draco is such a good boy! He recently attended a local dog event and
did a wonderful job greeting people as well as other dogs politely. Dra-
co can be playful but also enjoys lounging around. He loves to be petted
and will sit as close to you, or on you, to show his appreciation. Draco’s

easy-going personality will make him a great fit for families with kids

and/or other dogs. However, he does prefer a home without cats.

For more information about Leo, Gypsy, Blue, Monkey, or Draco, call the
Frederick County Animal Shelter at 301-600-1319 or visit them
online at www.frederickcountymd.gov/fcac.
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Kit — the hard luck horse

Mike Hillman
Continued from last month

e change in Kit was amazing,
Within five days he was once
again sound. On the Thursday follow-
ing the treatment I turned Kit out, and
as | watched him trot away decided I
was going to get on his back that eve-
ning. Eight hours later, when I went
out to get him, I found him standing
on three legs. He was unwilling to put
any weight at all on his front right leg,
the leg that had been shock waved.

My first assumption was that he
had developed an abscess, so he was
treated for that, but after the fifth day
with no sign of improvement, I asked
alocal vet friend who was over for din-
ner to look at him. He too thought it
manifested as an abscess — that is, until
he pressed into the tendons on the
backside of the pastern.

“I dont know, Mike, he is defi-
nitely sore there—something is not
right. You need to get that spot ultra-
sounded.”

‘Three days later, my regular vet was
staring in disbelief at the screen of her
ultrasound machine. “There are major
holes in both his deep flexor and super-
ficial tendons, and all the support-
ing ligaments. ... are ... well ... Just
not there anymore. He did something
bad, really bad. We need to immo-
bilize him and get him to Leesburg
(Virginia Tech. Equine Emergency
Medical Hospital (EMC)) ASAP”

As luck would have it, as I was a
member of the EMC Board, I was
able to get an expedited appointment
for Kit. The assigned Vet, Dr. Jennifer
Barrett, confirmed my vet's diagnosis
and gave me the bad news.

“Yes, we can save him, but the
chances of you ever riding him again
is next to zero, and even if we can get
him to that point, his road to recovery
will not only be long, but painful, and
expensive. No one would fault you if
you decided to put him down.”.

“On the other hand, if we get lucky,
and everything goes perfectly, you
could have a hacking horse, but more
than likely you'll end up with a very
expensive pasture pet.”

While I appreciated Jens ‘get out
of jail’ option of euthanizing him and
using the money saved to buy a new
horse I could compete, I seized onto
her last statement of getting lucky.

I did like the horse and wanted to
give him a fighting chance to live out
his life. So Jen drew up her battle plan,

and I checked my bank account.

I sat in numbed silence as Dr. Bar-
rett laid out her plan. From what I
got out of her briefing, without the
support of the tendons that ruptured,
Kit’s pastern joint, which usually has
a three-degree range of motion, now
had a 20-degree bend in it, and it
was only going to get worse. Unless
and until the joint was stabilized,
any effort to repair the torn tendons
would be a waste of time, because,
with the bend in the joint, Kit would
simply re-tear them and we would be
back to square one.

The only way to repair the joint,
however, was to fuse it by perform-
ing an arthrodesis: a surgery where
all the cartilage in the joint would be
scrapped out, screws inserted to pull
the two halves of the joint together,
and a plate inserted on top of the
upper and lower pastern bones to take
out the bend.

While that may sound evasive, I
kept having to remind myself that the
joint only had a three-degree range of
motion, and that the loss of the that
motion as a result of fusing it, would
not have that much effect upon his
gate. I drew solace in the fact that I had
had another horse which had a fused
ankle, which has a much larger range
of motion, and that that horse lived a
long and happy life.

That evening, as I sat with my reg-
ular vet, I got a warning message: “the
surgery will be no big deal, but the
recovery is going to be [tough]. Horses
dont tolerate casts very well. I've had
to treat one too many cases with casts
that went south very, very fast. Be pre-
pared for some [awful] sores. And if
that is the only complication you get,
count yourself lucky”

As my vet talked, I realized I picked
a bad time to give up drinking. ..

On January 4th, six weeks after the
shock wave treatment to make Kit
rideable again, T dropped him off at
the EMC for his surgery the next day.
He barely made it to his stall, he was
limping so badly.

Normally, I watch my horses sur-
geries—yes, surgeries. I've had that
many at the EMC, but for some rea-
son, I opted not to watch Kits, which
was fortunate, as it proved to be the
longest of them all.

When Dr. Barrett called me with
the results, I could hear concern in
her voice. “The surgery went well.
'The joint came together nicely and the
plate was perfect, we got the bend out
of the joint and the two halves of the

night. In Kit's case, their worse nightmare came true. Kit's failure to recover resulted in a 9-day around-the-clock
effort to keep him alive. By the time he was stable, he was only a shadow of his former athletic self.

pastern joint are now aligned straight
as they should be...”

But there was a ‘but’ in her voice
... and it came next. “Kit had a hard
recovery. He didnt want to get up, and
I had to go into the recovery stall and
get him to stand up. Because he was
lying down so long, I'm concerned
there might be muscle damage, so |
got him on heavy duty fluids and we
are watching his liver enzymes. WeTe
not going to take any chances.”

When I hung up, my veterinary
nurse wife interpreted what had just
been told to me — “Kit is tying up, (a
term every event rider worries about
after a hard cross country run) which
will release toxins into his blood
stream, that unless diluted and flushed
out of his system, will cause liver fail-
ure, and they will lose him.”

My mind immediately flashed back
to another horse I had once taken to
the EMC, alas too late, who died in
his stall there, in front of me, due to
his body’s inability to cope with the
release of muscle toxins. But unlike
that horse, Dr. Barrett was way out
ahead of the issue and was leaving no
treatment option off the table.

Knowing she had her hands full, I
waited five days before I went down
to see Kit. I was not prepared for what
I saw. Kit looked like a ghost. In just
a few days, he had dropped an enor-
mous amount of weight. But bad as it
was, the sight of five IV bags hanging
in the overhead and hooked to a cath-
eter in his neck, and a machine pump-
ing God only knows what into him

made me question if I had made the
right decision. But there was no turn-
ing back now. The old saying “in for a
penny; in for a pound” soon became
my mantra.

It would be seven days before Dr.
Barrett breathed a sigh of relief and
I was told that he was out of the
woods, and the staff could now get
on with actions to help him recover
from the surgery.

Before Kit was taken off the table
following surgery, Dr. Barrett had put
a fiberglass cast on his leg to help min-
imize movement of the joint. And
while doctors can tell their human pat-
ents not to move around after surgery,
horses dont comprehend not moving,
Add in the fact that Kit was on heavy
duty pain killers, including a fentanyl
patch, 60 Tylenol tablets a day, and
bute, he wasnt feeling much pain, so
he moved around. But with no ‘pad-
ding’ between the caste and his leg, as
predicted by my local vet, he quickly
developed sores, [awful] sores, that Dr.
Barrett struggled to contain.

No matter what she did, no mat-
ter how many times she took the cast
off and reset it, the sores grew. Soon
they were oozing, It was now a race
between getting the joint to stabi-
lize enough to allow the hard cast to
be replaced with a soft cast versus the
complications that were beginning to
manifest from the sores.

While Dr. Barrett did her best to
reassure me things would be ok, I
struggled with the nagging feeling I
had made the wrong call. But I had

thrown my lot in with Dr. Barrett and
trusted her, and in the end, that was
what kept me going.

It would be amiss if I didn't men-
tion I always had one eye wea-
rily on Kits ever increasing vet bill,
and while I knew all the money was
being well spent, at times I felt like
I was hemorrhaging money, and the
only way to stop the hemorrhaging
was to bring Kit home.

After three long weeks, Dr. Barrett
determined Kit was stable enough to
come home. Dr. Barretts decision
was based in part on my wife’s and
my 90 combined years of horse expe-
rience — a huge chuck on my wife’s a
result of her being the head of nurs-
ing at the University of Pennsylva-
nia’s New Bolton Equine Emergency
Hospital. Everyone, including my
wife and [, felt Kit would be in safe
hands with us.

He walked out of the EMC looking
good. Yes he had a limp, but given all
he had been through, it really wasnt of
any concern to me.

Everyone was happy Kit was finally
home, especially Kit. Unfortunately,
he wasn't happy when his stable mates
went out during the day and he was
stuck in his stall, but thats why drugs
are a horse owner’s best friend.

My wife’s time was spent tending
to Kits wounds from the cast rubs.
I spent my time throwing grain at
him to help him regain some of his
lost weight. Everything was going as
planned ...

Continued next month
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Orthopedics in Frederick County: keeping us moving

Therlinsie Fleurizard, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon
Frederick Health Medical Group

rederick County is moving.

People around here know
we are one of Maryland’s fast-
est-growing counties, and as we
keep moving, it’s important to
prioritize the health and wellness
of our diverse, growing commu-
nity. Keeping with this theme,
and because November is a
month to give thanks, let’s spot-
light the people and resources
that help keep our community
moving.

Quite literally, orthopedic sur-
geons do just that. Orthopedics
is a medical specialty that focuses
on treating the musculoskeletal
system. This means your bones,
joints, ligaments, muscles, and
tendons. Orthopedic surgeons
treat a wide range of condi-
tions from arthritis to dislocated
joints to hip and back pain. They
aim to reduce pain and enhance
mobility, helping you to get
back to the activities you love
sooner whether it’s biking along
the C&O Canal or taking a walk
through Baker Park.

This is one of the reasons why
Dr. Therlinsie Fleurizard decided
to specialize in orthopedics.

“I became very interested in
orthopedics after secing how
it can change people’s lives for
the better,” she says. “In many
medical fields, it’s hard to pin-
point a disease and then auto-
matically have a treatment for
it. With orthopedics, you can
disease firsthand and
offer a treatment that can effec-
tively alleviate what the patient

see the

is experiencing.”

Her decision to practice in
Frederick is one the community
should be thankful for. She is
1 of 8 fellowship-trained Black
women in the country perform-
ing joint replacement or joint
reconstruction  surgery.  She
learned from Dr. Martin Roche,
her fellowship director, source
of inspiration, and world-re-
nowned orthopedic leader who
performed the world’s first-ever
Sensor Assisted and Robotic
Assisted Knee Surgery. After
completing her residency at
Howard University, Dr. Fleuri-
zard interviewed across the DC
Metro Area and felt connected
to the people in Frederick, her
colleagues, and the community
of patients.

Dr. Fleurizard practices at Fred-
erick Health Medical Group
Orthopedics & Sports  Medi-
cine in Frederick. She is part of
a team of board-certified and
fellowship-trained ~ orthopedic
experts focused on high-quality,
patient-centered orthopedic care
backed by the latest medical tech-
nologies. Patient-centered care
means a focus on you (the patient)
rather than your condition and the
reciprocal relationship between
you and your provider.

When you make an appoint-

ment with an orthopedic special-
ist at Frederick Health you can
expect a collaborative patient
journey that starts with a conver-
sation based around you - your
concerns, your needs, and your
treatment goals. As a patient,
you are fully aware of what is
going on; what your exam will
entail, and most importantly
your treatment options.

“As a patient under our care,
you'll leave each appointment
very informed about your diag-
nosis and treatment options so
that you can make the best deci-
sions for you,” says Dr. Fleuriz-
ard. “You (the patient) need to
be included in your care man-
agement and that’s how our
practice runs. Were making

decisions together for the best
way to treat whatever discomfort
you're feeling.”

First, you and your pro-
vider may explore conservative
options, such as physical therapy
or pain management. If surgery
is the best option for you, Fred-
erick Health specializes in min-
imally invasive techniques that
ensure a faster recovery.

Patient education can help
improve your surgical outcome.
“We want patients to be well-in-
formed about joint replacement
procedures, which have benefits
but also risks,” says Dr. Fleuriz-
ard. “We educate you about these
surgery risks, pre-and post-sur-
gery precautions, and how to
achieve positive outcomes. Addi-

tionally, we advise you to address
modifiable factors like alcohol,
smoking, and weight to improve
results.”

In 2005, Frederick Health
started Joint Works, a patient-
friendly clinical program devel-
oped for joint replacement
patients and their families. Core
elements include pre-surgical
patient education, pre-surgical
rehabilitation, perioperative ser-
vices, and discharge planning
with a team of experienced and
expert providers, nurses, and
rehabilitation  therapists  who
treat joint replacement patients
every day.

“Every patient gets exercises
to try to strengthen whatever
extremity youre having surgery

on before your procedure. This
helps with recovery afterward,”
explains Dr. Fleurizard. “After
18 years, the program contin-
ues to improve surgical out-
comes and recovery time. Many
patients notice the difference
and realize how effective it was
when they did rehab and exer-
cises before surgery.”

Keeping Frederick County
moving and getting you “back
to better” is the goal of Frederick
Health Medical Group’s Ortho-
pedics & Sports Medicine team.
Providers will work with you
to understand your movement
goals and develop a personalized
treatment plan and post-oper-
ative care to achieve positive
results.

One community.
Caring for you.

Helping you live well is what

we're all about.

Taking care of people is what we do
everyday and what we've done for over
120 years. One team working together,
to give you expert and convenient care
so you can live a healthier life.

Learn more | frederickhealth.org
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My Roots, My Values

| grew up in a working family on a 200-acre farm. | worked hard on the farm, cleaning up chicken
manure, working the fields, and helping my Dad. But my Dad lost the farm to bankruptcy and our
family went through tough times. | learned the value of hard work, the value of getting a good
education, and the value of dealing with problems and getting things done to fix them. | started

a small business to support my family. It's grown to be the largest private wine retailer in the
country with over 12,000 team members in 28 states. I'm proud that the headquarters for Total
Wine & More is still in Maryland. And in 2018, | was elected to be your Representative in Congress.

People Are Fed Up With Pay-to-Play Politics

Everywhere | travel in Maryland | hear the same thing: people are tired of being pawns in a system
stacked against them. They are sick of politicians making promises they don't keep. They are
disgusted by PACs and lobbyists paying politicians to stop progress in its tracks. | agree, and
that's why I'm running for the United States Senate. And as always, I'll never take a penny from
any PAC, Lobbyist, or Corporation.

People Want Action and I’ve Delivered

The truth is, I'm fed up with the inaction | see in Congress. This is like my experiences throughout
life. | was fed up when the bank took our parents’ farm and our family home. | was fed up when
my nephew lan told me that he couldn’t find effective treatment for his addiction. | was fed up
when | faced bogus criminal charges and realized that the color of my skin dictated the outcome
of my case as much as my innocence did. So, I've rolled up my sleeves, worked with members of
both parties, and gotten results to:

m Make our Economy Work for all Marylanders
m Expand Mental Health Care Services
m Help those with opioid and other addictions
m Lower the cost of prescription drugs
m Make our Criminal Justice System More Fair

DAVID TRONE

U.S. SENATE

DavidTrone.com @ davidjtrone & davidjtrone |paidforby David Trone for Maryland.
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Vicki Grinder & Thurmont's Main Street Program

Mia Ferraro
UMD Class of 2026

It has been almost 20 years
since the start of the Thurmont
Main Street program, and 2023
marks the 10th year since Vickie
Grinder, Thurmont Main Street’s
first manager and one of the pro-
gram’s founders, returned to the
program as Economic Develop-
ment Manager.

Thurmont has been a designated
Maryland Main Street community
since 2005. Maryland Main Street
is the statewide program out of
Main Street America.

In 2002, Grinder, John Kinnaird
and Bill Blakeslee came together as
volunteers to propose the idea of
applying for a Main Street desig-
nation to at the time Mayor Mar-
tin Burns. The application was
approved three years later.

It was in 2017 when Grinder
committed to the program full
time, “that’s when the action really
started to happen,” according to
Grinder. Just in the past five years,
over 27 businesses have received
facade grants, which totals over half
a million dollars in private invest-
ment funds from the Department of
Community Housing and Develop-
ment. The grants fund renovations
for buildings in the Main Street
area. “Its contagious,” Grinder says.
“Somebody sees someone fixing up
their building, and they will think
about doing the same.”

The popularity of Main Streets
has fluctuated since the national
program’s founding. Main Streets
were a significant source of com-
merce before malls appeared on the
scene. Now a large amount of shop-
ping is done online. “There’s been
a lot of culture changes over the
years with the way people shop, and
the services they expect,” Grinder
says. “Its become very difficult for
smaller towns to attract any type of
retail due to the popularity of online
shopping.”

But Grinder feels there is a large
support group in the community
for Thurmont businesses. “We are
very fortunate in Thurmont that we
have a large pool of local people that
truly shop and eat local.” Another
factor in the businesses success is
the number of services that make up
Main Street, according to Grinder,
because “more than likely, you won't
go online for a service.” She also
credits the Catoctin Mountain Park
and Cunningham Falls State Park
for attracting tourists to Thurmont.
“That’s our asset: our outdoor recre-
ation,” she says.

There’s a lot more to bringing
new businesses to town than fill-
ing empty storefronts. “They just
don’t tell someone ‘Hey come to
town, Thurmont’s a great town,”
one of Thurmont Main Street’s
Bill
Blakeslee says, referring to the
Development  staff.
“They walk them through the pro-

founders Commissioner

Economic

cess of becoming organized and
legitimate here in town.”

The Main Street program con-
nects people looking to start a
business with the Small Business
Development Center of Mary-
land (SBDC). The SBDC offers
a variety of free services includ-
ing matching a business to an SBA
lender. Grinder says. “There’s more
to running your business than
hanging out a sign open for busi-
ness, and we try to assist them
along the way because if they don't
succeed, we don’t succeed.”

Thurmont Main Street runs 8
annual events. The Art & Wine
Stroll is one of Grinders favor-
ite events, which she calls the
“best party in Northern Freder-
ick County.” It is an event where
attendees walk through the down-
town enjoying art and live music
from local artists, eating from food
trucks, sampling wine and beer
from local wineries and distilleries,
and browsing Main Street shops.
"The Stroll is volunteer-run.

“We have a great core volunteer
base of all ages,” Grinder notes. She
points out that there are times when
she’s actually declined offers for
extra help because there are already
enough volunteers. Grinder recog-
nizes one volunteer in particular,
Missy Grimes, as an asset in orga-
nizing the Art & Wine Stroll.

Grinder considers her favorite
aspect of her job to be the camara-
derie of the Main Street businesses.
“They start out as businesses, then
you become acquaintances, and
then friendships follow... and well,
that’s the best part of the job,” she
says. “They say, if you love what you
do you never work a day in your
life... and there’s probably never
been a truer statement said.”

Grinder has watched the town
and the program transform in the
last nine years. Among the nota-
ble improvements Grinder points
out is the amount of grant fund-
ing the program receives today, and
making it easier to fill empty store-
fronts quicker. She also notes the
change in the town’s appearance.
“Our picturesque Main Street is
nestled at the foothill of the Cato-
ctin Mountains, and there’s noth-
ing more beautiful than coming
up East Main Street and looking at
those mountains right there in front
of you.” But Grinder feels the pro-
gram has “enhanced” its beauty, she
says. “Thurmont is, at heart, still a
small town that is trying to aesthet-
ically preserve the core of what a
Main Street should be.”

Looking back, is there any-
thing Grinder would have done
differently in the program? “No,”
Grinder laughs at the question.
“We were in uncharted waters then
and now we're really in uncharted
waters today because everyday’s
new and exciting.”

Grinder feels that the arrival of
new businesses this year like 10Tav-
ern, and Studio 24E, a retail estab-

Bill Blakeslee, Vickie Grinder, & John Kinnaird receive their Maryland Main Street
Designation in 2005 from Lt. Governor Michael Steele.

Eighteen years later these three volunteers are Commissioner
Bill Blakeslee, Economic Development Manager Vickie Grinder, & Mayor John Kinnaird.

lishment, will change the landscape
for the future of Main Street busi-
nesses to come. Blakeslee’s vision
for Thurmont involves filling the
vacant storefronts in the Thurmont

Plaza Shopping Center, where CVS

is located, with thriving businesses.

“Its amazing that 20 years have
passed, and John’s the mayor now
and I'm a commissioner again, and
Vickies the Economic Development
Director,” Blakeslee says. “So, its won-

derful that we're all there to support
Vickie and work towards the same
goals as far as the businesses in town
go, and thats what our aim was 20
years ago when starting our journey,
and here we are. We're still here.”

*

for TOWN COMMISSIONER THURMONT
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Reminiscing with Bill Meredith

McKenna Snow
MSMU Class of 2023

Continued from last month
When Bill Meredith, his

wife Betty-Jean and their
child moved to Emmitsburg,
Maryland in 1957 for Bill to
teach science courses at Mount
St. Mary’s University, it wasn’t yet
known to them how many sto-
ries Bill would have to tell about
their time there—and their time
spent traveling out west as Bill
got his doctorate! Thanks to Bill
giving a full interview with the
News-Journal staff this summer,
all of Emmitsburg has the priv-
ilege of hearing the treasury of
stories Bill collected during his
41 years at the Mount.

Once Bill accepted the posi-
tion as a science professor at the
Mount, he and his family moved
to a faculty house. Bill explained
that there used to be six houses
for faculty to live close to the
Mount, but now there is only one.
Bill and his family lived in one
of the two-bedroom houses for
the first three years of his career.
“We could walk across the road to
school,” Bill said.

At first, getting students to par-
ticipate in class was a challenge.
“I started teaching science, and
nobody was interested in it,” Bill
said, laughing. Bill explained that
the previous science professor
hadn’t cultivated much enthusi-
asm for science in the classroom,
and didn’t take as much time for
the students. When Bill came, he
“They

would come down to the house

got to know the students.

sometimes, and visit to see my

wife and see the baby,” he said.
“They weren't interested in sci-

ence, and after the first month of

school I was really having trouble
keeping them interested—I mean
they were polite, but they just
obviously weren’t interested,” Bill
said. But then, something hap-
pened that changed everything.

“When the Russian space-
ship went up—Sputnik—the first
spaceship, the United States pan-
icked,” Bill said. Suddenly, “there
was a demand for people who
knew science, and demand for sci-
ence teachers, and demand for stu-
dents who majored in science. And
all at once, things changed. From
then on, enrollment went up in
terms of majors, and the students
who wanted to learn something
about it who werent majors were
required to take a science course
of something, and that’s what they
took.” Bill was able to teach science
full-time due to the demand—
except for one year, when a slight
interlude of teaching occurred.

It was the third year into teach-
ing. “I was beginning to see that
things were starting to change at
the Mount, the new faculty were
getting better educated. And I
thought, Td better get a doc-
torate,” Bill recalled. “So I got a
grant from the National Science
Foundation to go to the Univer-
sity of Colorado for six weeks, to
study mountain ecology.” By that
year, Bill and Betty-Jean had had
their second baby, a son. The fam-
ily of four drove off to Colorado.
Similar to their journey to the
Mount, Bill explained that it was
hot, and their car wasn’t air con-
ditioned.

“It was funny, because there
werent seatbelts then,” Bill said.
“So, in the front of the back seat,
I built two boxes, one for each
side... filled that with clothes and

books and whatever else we needed

for the baby, and we put blankets
on top, and the little girl sat back
there and looked out the window,
and the little boy sat back there and
went to sleep. And that’s the way
we went to Colorado.” With no
seat belts, the children would stand
up, and look out the windows.
“Once we got there, that was
just a different world. It was a
nationally-known

much higher level than West

university,

Virginia University where I got
my Master’s degree. And I was
with a class of 40 people—all
college teachers—and some of
them were in their fifties, most
of them in their forties and thir-
ties, and I was twenty-six,” he
recalled, “And  we
went all over the mountains
there. We would have field trips

and we would have two special

laughing.

lectures every day each week.”
Bill explained that he learned so
much, got to knew so many peo-
ple, and then shortly after, the
program was over and the fam-
ily started back home.

“A funny thing happened when
we started home,” Bill continued.
They began driving east early in the
morning. “[We] drove till noon,
and I looked at the gas tank and
it was still full. ‘Something must
be broken there,” he said. “So 1
stopped at a filling station. And it
only took a gallon of gas, and we
had come over almost fifty miles. A
car in those days got maybe twenty
miles to the gallon, if you're lucky.
But what was going on was, we were
going downhill. We were coming
down the Rocky Mountains,” he
explained. The downhill-trip home
was certainly one to remember.

Once the family returned to
the Mount, Bill received another
grant to study genetics at the

b
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University of North Carolina.
“That was the same thing,” Bill
said. “People of all ages, I was the
youngest one there.” Many genet-
ics professors were there to study
the updated science on genetics,
since only four or five years before,
DNA was more fully understood.

“So everything was chemis-
try now, in genetics,” Bill said.
“So the genetics they had been
teaching didn’t fit anymore. That
was a great thing for my edu-
cation, knowing all those peo-
ple. Friends stayed in touch for
a long time after we left there.”
Upon returning to the Mount,
Bill received a third grant, to go
to Arizona to study desert biol-
ogy for six weeks.

“The Cold War was on, and
they wanted teachers to know
everything,” Bill explained. “And
that was just great; field trips two
or three times a week. Wed be
out in the sun, and it was hot—
and everybody was used to it.” By
that time, they had gotten a new
car, but Bill said it wasn’t air-con-
ditioned either. When the family
got to Arizona, they went into the
hotel. Within an hour, the baby’s
toys had melted in the car in the
parking lot of the hotel!

“And it was like that all the

Bill said. “You

got used to it after a week, and it

time in Arizona,”

didn’t bother me anyway, because
I had grown up working in the
hayfield when it was in the 90’
when you're pitching hay.”

Returning to the Mount after
this third trip, Bill still needed
to complete his doctorate. Upon
realizing this, he explained to
the Department head that he
might not be able to return to the
Mount.

“l said, I'm afraid 'm gonna
have to leave the Mount, because
I’m gonna have to get a job some-
where where 1 can go to school
while 'm working.” The depart-
ment head, a priest, responded,
“Let me check on something.”

Bill continued, “And he called
me back in the next day, and he
said, ‘If you will agree to stay at
the Mount for five years after you
get the degree, we will pay for a
year down there.”

Though the original agree-
ment was five years, Bill's 41-year
career at the Mount means there is
clearly more to the story—so stay
tuned for part three!

To read other articles related to
Emmitsburg's history, visit the His-
tory section of Emmitxburg. net.
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Of fall and passing

Bill Meredith

Editor’s Note: We had such a great
response to running Bills retired
Ecologist  Column  article  “Will
Rill” that we thought it would be
fitting to run one related to fall.
This was originally published in
2001.

he most newsworthy event

to report may be that fall
has
this would not be news, espe-
cially when the season is already
half gone, but these are not ordi-
nary times. The perky young
announcers on local TV stations,
who ordinarily would be gush-

come. In ordinary times

ing about fall colors and remind-
ing us to set our clocks back, have
been busy trying to project an
image of gravitas as they breath-
lessly repeat “breaking news” that
CNN announced several hours
Meanwhile,
try’s collective attention has been
directed toward anthrax spores
rather than the passing of another
season in our lives. No one seems
to have noticed fall.

earlier. the coun-

My wife is somewhat typical of
the majority of our citizenry; she
has been mesmerized by the little
band of headlines that runs across
the bottom of the TV screen.
However, she did manage to tear
herself away long enough to join
me on the porch one day shortly
after we had the first hard frost of
the season. There she was the first
to notice an ancient Daddy Long-
legs as it crept out of the wilted
remains of a potted plant and
hobbled across the floor. Three
of its eight legs were missing, and
a fourth was crumpled and use-
less; whether it was the victim of
an accident or a birth defect was
impossible to tell. When I picked
it up I could see several bright
red parasitic mites clinging to its
body, sucking blood like minia-
ture leeches. I set it down and it
limped to the edge of the porch,
tumbled into the remains of the
flowerbed, and disappeared.

Arachnid locomotion is not
one of my wife’s fields of exper-
tise, but she could tell something
was seriously wrong with it. More

from the emotion of the moment
than from analytical thinking,
she asked, “Will it die?” And,
more from the certainty of gen-
eral principles than from the par-
ticulars of this individual case, I
replied, simply, “Yes.”

Simple things can be profound,
as Robert Fulghum reminded us.
One of the “things he learned in
kindergarten” was that the gold-
fish in the aquarium, the hamster
in the cage on the table, and the
geranium in the styrofoam cup
on the windowsill all will die; and
so will we. The only difference is
that the goldfish, the hamster, the
geranium and the Daddy Long-
legs are not aware of it.

When I was a child we did not
have antibiotics or vaccines for
flu and polio, and funerals were
a common experience; | learned
that people die before I learned
to read. But times changed.
When my father was born, the
average life expectancy in this
country was less than 60 years;
when he died at age 87, the aver-
age had risen to 74, and it is now
nearly 77. Backed by the success
of modern medicine and nutri-

tion, the advertising industry has
convinced modern Americans
that Fulghum was wrong, and
when someone dies it is either
some sort of cosmic mistake or a
failure on someone’s part. Most
adults have become like teenag-
ers with their first experience at
drinking and driving: it couldn’t
happen to them. This is one rea-
son the anthrax scare has terror-
ized the country so completely.
It reminds us that we are not
immortal.

Being aware of one’s mortal-
ity is probably a component of
mental health on an individual
scale, but when a whole nation
starts dwelling on it obsessively,
it isn’t healthy. At one extreme,
something like mass paranoia
results— witness the recent surge
in sales of gas masks, and the
rush across the border to Mexico
to buy cheap antibiotics. At the
other extreme people are para-
lyzed by pessimism. One can only
hope that the mass of our popu-
lace will come to their senses and
settle somewhere between these
extremes, reminded of their mor-
tality and resolved to live fuller
lives as a result.

The Daddy Longlegs is surely
dead by now; even if itd had a
full complement of legs and been
free of parasites, the season was

over and its life expectancy was
expended. But somewhere in the
leaf litter under the boxwood
by the porch are masses of eggs
that will carry its genes on to a
new generation of Longlegs next
spring. Nature looks forward, not
back; so I will too. Considering
the drought we've been through,
this fall’s colors have been sufhi-
cient to add a lot to the enjoy-
ment of my weekly rounds of

golf; and while I have spent the

past weeks cleaning and mulch-
ing the flowerbeds
spring’s bloom, my wife has been
canning quarts of apples to add
to the supply in the basement.
There will be apple pie for Christ-
mas; winter will pass, and spring
will come. Mortality is what you
make of it.

for next

10 read other articles by Bill Mer-
edith visit the Authors section of
Emmitsburg. net
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100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

October 5

Fall Holds Sway, Trees Coloring
Cool temperatures, falling leaves,
and fading flowers still remain the
principal sign of the times. These
are Fall days for fair and the pass-
ing of Summer has now become an
established fact. No killing frost has
as yet played havoc with vegetation
and ice has not as yet formed on the
surface of the County streams.

The weather has not been win-
try to date, but there is a touch of
Winter in the morning air. There
have also been light frosts here and
there in the County, but they have
so far done no damage. The tem-
perature prevailing during the past
two days have been uniform. The
high on both Tuesday and Wednes-
day was 71, while the minimum
Wednesday was 44 and 1° warmer
than on Tuesday.

September brought with it many
variances in temperatures. The high-
est marks reach what is 95° on the
third and the lowest was 40° which
was registered on the 16th and 17th.
There was said to have been frost in
the County on the latter day.

Last year the highest mark reached
by the mercury was 90° and this
was registered no less than four
times during that month. In 1921,
September had a maximum tem-
perature of 93° and the official ther-
mometer rose to 90° three times.

September 1923 put it all over
the same month in the preced-
ing year in the matter of precipi-
tation. The month just passed was
very moist, no less than 3.53 inches
of rain falling, while in 1922 there
was only 2.51 inches. Normally,
precipitation for September is said
to be about 3.35 inches. There was
rainfall on 16 days during Septem-
ber. The heaviest in 24 hours was
1.19 inches on the 21st, and the
second heaviest on the sixth was
.69 of an inch.

There were thunderstorms on
September 3, 7, 12 and 29th and
lightning and a shower on the 23rd.
The entire month was characterized
by heavy dews. September had 20
clear evenings, three partly cloudy,
six cloudy and one stormy.

Many Thrilled As Big

Dirigible Sales Through Air

Her huge white hulk glistening in
the rays of a faultless Autumn sun,
the giant dirigible of the Ameri-
can Navy, the Shenandoah, glided
majestically over Frederick County
this week.

Emerging from the blue back-
ground of the sky enveloping the
northern mountains, the leviathan
of the air pointed her nose south-
ward and following the Catoctin
Hills slid peacefully through the air.

Hundreds of Frederick County
people, gazed in awe as the huge
craft sailed in state through the air.
Her tremendous white bulk glis-
tening in the sun light and flying
scarcely higher than the mountain-
tops, the airship was plainly visible
to everyone in the County.

Many people, learning the giant
dirigible was sailing over a portion
of the County near them, sought a
vantage point from which to view
the spectacle. So clear was the atmo-
sphere that a times puffs of smoke
from the exhaust were visible, even
at great distance.

'The dirigible sailed over the west-
ern edge of Emmitsburg, then fol-
lowed a route that took it over
Thurmont, Woodsboro and even-
tually Libertytown At which point
it turn west and headed down to the
Shenandoah valley to its final desti-

nation, Richmond Virginia.

Emmitsburg Boy
Freed By Court
Indicted for illegally selling and dis-
pensing liquor, Rudy Warthen, 21
years old, of Emmitsburg, made a
very narrow escape from conviction.
The fact that he had a previous good
record, and the view taken by the court
that there was no criminal intent on his
part, was responsible for getting him
out of an otherwise tight place.

Donald Knott, 16 years old, said
that Worthan gave him a drink of
whiskey on the night of September
3. It develop that Knott had been in
the habit of drinking and his testi-
mony did not favorably impressed
the court. The judge advised Knott
to stop drinking before he got into
serious trouble.

Warthen testified that while walk-
ing along the road near the college

he was approached by a stranger,
who looked like a bum, who asked
him for some money. Upon being
refused, the stranger offered to sell
him a pint of whiskey for one dollar.
After paying the price and receiving
the liquor he hid it along the road.
Later, when he met Knott, the two
drank the whiskey.

Some days afterwards he found
a $.50 piece in his pocket and I
thought occurred to him that Knott
had placed the money in his hip
pocket. The next time he saw Knott
he returned the money to him.
Wiarthe testified that he was not in
the habit of drinking or dispens-
ing liquor and two well-known citi-
zens of Emmitsburg gave him a very
good name. It was also brought out
that he worked regularly at his trade
and never before had been arrested,
which sat favorably with the court.

School Building Erected

The portable school building being
erected in Thurmont is being pushed
along rapidly. The roof was finished
last Saturday. Carpenters are in now
busy on the inside work. The front of
the structure is in line with the east
front of the main building and it is
almost entirely of glass.

October 12

Moravian Church At Graceham
Celebrates 165 Years

On Sunday, October 7, the Mora-
vian church at Graceham, cele-
brated its 165th anniversary. The
highlight of the event was the Love
Feast at which the anniversary ser-
mon was preached by the Pastor
Samuel Redman.

For the benefit of those who are
not acquainted with a custom of the
Moravians, a word of explanation
is given about the Love Feast. Love
Feasts originated in a gathering of the
Christians after Pentecost. Believers
met to break bread together. This ful-
filled a double purpose. It united the
believers as a family, signifying their
unity and equality in the sight of the
Lord. It also reminded them of the
last meal of their Lord, when he ate
with his disciples. These meals of the

church family were associated with
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the Lord’s Supper, and so generally
are the Love Feasts in the Moravian
church. The Love Feast consists of a
bun and a cup of coffee, which is dis-
tributed while hymns are song, and
eaten during the singing by the choir.

The Sunday was the 165th anni-
versary of the organization of the
congregation. The work of the
church however dates back to the
year 1745 when John Henzer was
sent as a schoolteacher and lay
reader, upon the invitation of the
residence of the locality. He labored
faithfully until 1756 the first orga-

nized minister, George Neike, was

Company

sent from Bethlehem PA., the cen-
ter of the Moravian activity in the
United States, then as now.

The work in those early days was
carried on in conjunction with the
Lutherans and Reformed Churches,
later a disruption occurred, separat-
ing the denominations. The Breth-
ren were obligated to find another
place of worship. For a time they
held services in the home of Jakob
Welley, but soon, Daniel Delaney
gave them 10 acres of land from his
estate for the site of a church and a
schoolhouse.

In 1753, the congregation was
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100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

organized, and a permanent minis-
ter appointed. In 1772, the ground
was staked off for a new church
building, which was dedicated on
October 16, 1773. (A log build-
ing had previously been used since
1749.)

Almost half a century later, in
1822, the second building was
removed, and a new brick structure
was begun. The church is joining to
the parsonage, also a brick building,
which was erected in 1797. The par-
sonage is there for 126 years old and
the church just over a century. At
the present time plans are underway
for the renovating of the church and
parsonage. The congregation plans
to spend between 1,200 and $1,500
for the work.

Auto Misses Bridge

Late Thursday night, as a car-
load of colored folks were return-
ing from the Hagerstown Fair, the
driver failed to make the turn at the
approach to the covered bridge over
the Monocacy, at Bridgeport, and
went over the embankment throw-
ing the six occupants out, some of
them into the water. Five of them
were more or less seriously hurt.

The car, a big Packard, must have
been running at a high speed, and
the curved approach to the bridge
was seen too late to avoid. As indi-
cating the high rate of speed at
which the car must have been run-
ning, it appears to have made a
clear jump of about 36 feet from
the bridge wall before it touched
the ground, were it turned over and
made another plunge of the same
distance into the bed of the stream
where it now sits, upside down, a
complete wreck.

This is a dangerous spot on the
road, especially at night, and to a
driver unacquainted with the sit-
uation. This old one-way bridge —
one of the few covered bridges yet
remaining on modern roads, rest
on high foundation walls, and is
approached on a curve at each end.
It is one of the many bridges that
needs replacement by an open, wide
structure with guardrails.

Struck By Bicycle And Killed
William Roberts, 56, of Taneytown,
was fatally injured when he was
struck and knocked to the ground
by a bicycle written by Charlie
Booker, 17, Thursday evening.
Roberts was walking along the
left side of the road on the Balti-
more Pike near his home on Ham-
ilton Ave., and Booker was riding

on the right side. It being dark and
Booker’s bicycle not being equipped
with a light or a bell, neither Robert
nor Booker saw the other coming.
The bicycle struck Roberts in the
stomach and the force of the impact
throw Roberts back on his head with
such force that he suffered a concus-
sion of the brain. Shortly afterwards
William Albaugh, who was return-
ing to his home, past and saw Rob-
erts lying by the roadside with his
head in Bookers arms. Mr. Albaugh,
together with Booker, placed the
injured man in his machine and
rushed him to Frederick City Hos-
pital, where he died an hour later.

Democrats Rally In Emmitsburg

The Woman’s Democratic Club of
Emmitsburg, Mrs. Andrew Annan,
President, met at the Hotel Slagle
Saturday night. It was a large and
enthusiastic gathering. Democratic
workers reported the results of Tues-
day’s registration in Emmitsburg.
Of the 25 new voters, 23 declared
themselves Democrats, two Repub-
licans.

October 19

The Bridgeport Bridge

The Bridgeport Bridge over the
Monocacy, must go. It is no doubt
the purpose of the State Road Com-
mission to replace the old cov-
ered structure, and that delay has
been due to lack of funds, or per-
haps because no pressure has been
brought to bear on the officials for
its removal — at least, not strong
enough to cause action to be taken.

That more mishaps like that of last
Thursday night have not occurred,
has largely been due to pure luck;
and perhaps to the fact that many
travelers have been acquainted with
the situation, and to the further fact
that while the road is heavily trav-
eled, most of it is in daylight.

The old tunnel like structure,
always a back number and always a
danger spot, should have been torn
down when the state road was built,
as conditions have materially added
to the dangers of the bridge since
auto travel has increased so greatly.

Accidents have occurred at this
old bridge many times in its long
history, Sometimes connected with
floods, sometimes not. It is also true
that under the old plan a bridge,
joint between Frederick in Carroll
Counties have been built at other
points, not half so important as at

Bridgeport. It is perhaps just as well

10 a.m.
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that there is no modern structure
there, because at some point, one-
way bridges are no longer sufficient.
Had this bridge been located in
Pennsylvania, instead of Maryland,
it would likely have disappeared
long before this.

$600 In Loot Taken From Store
Merchandise, to the value of about
$600, was taken from the gen-
eral store of Frank Frailey, near
Thurmont, late Monday night, by
thieves, who drove up to the store
presumably during the early morn-
ing hours, forced an entrance, and
secured quantities of sweaters,
sheets, shirts, aluminum ware, gro-
ceries and numerous other articles.
The thieves covered their tracks so
well that no trace of them has yet
been discovered.

The robbery was not discov-
ered until Mr. Frailey opened the
store on Tuesday morning. Every-
thing was torn up, shoeboxes were
scattered all over the floor, and the
thieves completely turned every-
thing topsy-turvy. Sheriff Jones has
called and made an investigation,
which did not, however, result in
clues. Marks where the thieves had
driven their automobile to the door
were playing the evident.

Rider Thrown 16 Feet

In Accident

And unusual accident, in which
a rider was severely bruised and a
horse was so badly injured that it
had to be killed, occurred late Sat-
urday night at the new concrete
bridge over Willoughby Run on the
Gettysburg-Fairfield Road.

Daniel Cool was returning from
Gettysburg to his farm about mid-
night on horseback. He was rid-
ing at the side of a buggy in which
some companions were driving. As
they approach the Willoughby Run
Bridge at a rather rapid pace, Cool
began to rain in his animal so as to
allow the buggy to reach the bridge
first. In his effort to check the gate
of the animal, it bolted, becoming
unmanageable, and ran with great
force into the concrete wing wall of
the bridge.

Cool was thrown a distance of
about 16 feet by the impact, while
the horse rebounded in the opposite
direction. The rider suffered numer-
ous bruises about the body, but for-
tunately escaped without serious
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injury. After the accident, the horse
was unable to arise, having appar-
endy suffered some injury to his
spine. Later in the night, it was shot

October 26

Civil war veteran dies

Joseph Spangler, an aged and highly
respected citizen of Harney, and
a veteran of the Civil War, died at
his home on Monday morning.
Mr. Spangler had been seriously
ill sometime ago, from a compli-
cation of diseases, but had appar-
ently recovered and was able to get
out and about, and seem to be as
well as usual. A little more than a
week ago he was again taking seri-
ously ill, and in his weakened condi-
tion was unable to stand the attack.
Following the funeral he was bur-
ied in the Mountain View Ceme-
tery, near Harney. He leaves a wife
and 10 children. Thus we note the
passing away of another old Civil
Wiar veteran, to be missed by his few
remaining comrades.

5,000 Make Pilgrimage

To Saint Anthony’s

Between 4,000 and 5,000 members
of the Holy Name Society from
Baltimore, Washington, Frederick,
Hagerstown, Westminster, Gettys-
burg, Taneytown and other places
made a pilgrimage to Saint Antho-
ny’s Shrine, near Emmitsburg,
last Sunday, mostly by automo-
bile. Streams of cars passed through
adjoining towns nearly all day, up to
the middle of the afternoon.

Arriving at the Shrine, the mem-
bers moved in a body to the lawn in
front of the rectory where an altar
had been erected. Atan open air ser-
vice, the pledge of the Society was
taken in a number of new members
were received in the Society

A sermon was then preached by
Reverend Edward Hughes, with the
right Reverend Monsignor Bradley,
President of Mount Saint Mary’s
College, co-celebrant. The choir of
Saint Mary seminary, composed of
about 300 voices, sang the Holy
Name hymn.

At the conclusion of the religious
exercise, members visited Mount St.
Mary’s College, Saint Joseph’s Col-
lege, and the grave of Mother Seton
and other points of interest.

Cold Weather Arrives

There was another big drop in the
temperature Tuesday from a high of
71° around noon. It feel by 11° by 6
o'clock, induced by the rain which
began to fall around 4 o’clock in the
afternoon.

With the continuation of this
rain, the liquid fell 20 more degrees
overnight, being caught at the 41°
mark. If the drop in temperature
was brought on by the rain, it was
not hard to understand why there
was such a big drop, for the rain-
drops amounted to .7 of an inch
in that time.

The weather has been check-
ered ever since the reaction from
the annual October dry spell set in
last Tuesday. All the dry weather of
the first half of this month almost
reach the proportions of a drought,
it has since not only rained enough
to make up for any last time, but
also enough for the total rain for
this October to far surpass that of
last year.

A heavy frost is predicted for
tonight. While there have, of
course, been several heavy frost this
fall, we have escaped a ‘black’ frost,
as the temperature has not been
lower than 30° this month. The
temperature must go down to 29 or
30 before there is a killing frost. The
nights of this October Have been
warmer than those of last October,
yet the days during this month have
been colder.

Special Services At

Saint Mary’s Fairfield

Special mission services, which
will continue throughout the
coming week, were inaugurated
Sunday morning at Saint Mary’s
Church, Fairfield, with the Rever-
end Joseph Schmidt in charge of
the exercises.

Father Schmidt is described as a
forceful and convincing orator and
draws large crowds wherever he
laborers. The Fairfield church was
crowded to capacity at all services
Sunday. During the coming week
of services, mass will be held at 6
and 8 o'clock with evening services
at 7:30. The formal close of the Mis-
sion will take place on Sunday.

To read other articles related to 100
Years Ago this Month, visit the His-
tory section of Emmitsburg.net.
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AND ALL OUR YESTERDAYS: A CHRONICLE OF FREDERICK COUNTY

Submitted by John Ashbury

October 5

Each day we hear about accidents,
particularly those which cause traf-
fic jams. Many people listen to radio
and TV news for word on accidents
they witnessed.

Much as in todays newspapers,
accidents were reported by the press
in earlier days of our local history.
Seems people were as interested then
as we are today in what befalls others.

The Frederick News reported on
October 5, 1893, that two young
men riding a spring wagon on East
Patrick Street had escaped injury
when their horse bolted.

William Kolb and a friend, iden-
tified only as “Smith,” were bring-
ing two hogs to town. Near the
fairgrounds the horse “shied over
an embankment,” throwing the two
men - and the hogs - to the ground.
The frightened animal then ran up
Patrick Street.

At Carter Street, which no longer
exists, the horse took to the sidewalk,
first striking the steps of the W. D.
Bowers Lumber Company. It next
hit the porch of Mrs. William Retch's
home. After this collision the horse
was dragging only the running gears
of the wagon. At Market Street the
horse was stopped.

The two men were only slightly
injured, but - as the newspaper

reported - “the wagon was badly
demolished.”

The next day The News reported
another runaway. This one occurred
on West South Street. Adam Notna-
gle was driving some cattle and had
stopped his “no-top buggy.”

Some neighborhood boys began
playing near the cattle and caused
them to bump into the horse. This
frightened the animal, which imme-
diately bolted, turning the buggy
over. The horse took off down
South Street to Broadway, hitting
porches and trees with the drag-
ging harness. It was finally stopped
at John E Stein’s barn near Mount
Olivet Cemetery.

October 12

In taking note of his death on Octo-
ber 12, 1864, the New York Times
said that Roger Brooke Taney
would forever be “associated with
the famous decision in the case of
Dred Scott, which has gained spe-
cial prominence from its bearings on
some of the most important political
issues of the age.”

Taney, who died at the age of 87,
had been a Frederick resident from
1801 to 1823. Even though he will
be chiefly remembered for writing
the majority opinion in the Dred
Scott case, which held that slaves
were not citizens, he abhorred slav-

ery and had, in fact, freed all his own
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slaves long before he moved to Balti-
more in 1823.

During the last several years of his
life, Taney was in failing health and
infrequentdy made public appear-
ances except for those of the Supreme
Court itself. Many years before his
death he had asked a Frederick friend
to be certain that, when he died, he
be buried beside his mother, Monica
Taney, in the St. John’s Cemetery on
East Third Street.

His remains were brought to Fred-
erick on October 15 by a special
train from Washington, arriving just
before 11 A.M. Many government
dignitaries accompanied the body.

From the station on South Market
Street, the body was taken to St. John
The Evangelist Catholic Church, fol-
lowed in solemn procession by the
Frederick County Bar and a large
number of friends and relatives.

At 11:30 a.m., a Requiem Mass
was celebrated, with the funeral
sermon being preached by Father
Maguire, of Washington. After-
wards there was another solemn
procession to the graveyard where
the rector of St. Johns conducted
the burial service.

Despite the fact that he personally
opposed slavery, there are those today
who still lay the blame for the Civil
War at his feet.

October 19

When Charles Lord Cornwallis sur-
rendered his forces at Yorktown, on
October 19, 1781, bringing to a
close the fighting of the Revolution-
ary War on American soil, there were
several hundred Germans among

Thomas Johnson

them. These prisoners consisted of
two Hessian and two South German
regiments.

They traveled to Frederick Town -
arriving on January 31, 1782 - and
were housed in the barracks on Can-
non Hill, built in 1777 by order of
the State Assembly, and in 100 huts
constructed by other British prison-
ers of war captured earlier.

These German  soldiers
loosely guarded and even allowed to
work for area farmers. Some deserted
and purchased their own land, even

‘were

marrying local women.

In September 1782 Congress
ordered all the prisoners who were
working on area farms to report to
Frederick Town, where they were
permitted to “ransom” themselves
with the payment of 80 Spanish
dollars. Those who were able to
do so had the money paid by Ger-
man kinsmen or friends, mostly
through loans.

One of the barracks which

housed these prisoners still stands
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on the grounds of the Maryland
School for The Deaf on South Mar-
ket Street between South Street and
Clarke Place.
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He was a member of the Continental
Congress, the first governor of Mary-
land, and an associate justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States.
Yet Thomas Johnson once said that
George Washington's friendship was
his most cherished accomplishment.

When he died October 26, 1819,
at Rose Hill Manor, the home of his
daughter, he was 87. He was a native
of Calvert County and early demon-
strated a unique ability in politics.

‘The Frederick Town Herald said
in acknowledging his passing: “Mr.
Johnson was among the first in
the Union to assert the just claims
of his country against the tyranny
and oppression of Great Britain,
and was early in life honored with
the most important and arduous
trusts which his countrymen could
confer. He was the first governor
of the state after the Declaration
of Independence, and successively
enjoyed without solicitation every
honor which his native state could
bestow, until the executive council
of the Union selected him to fill a
seat in the supreme judicature of the
nation, a station which his ill health
obliged him to relinquish after a
very short tenure.

“Since that period he retired him-
self entirely into the bosom of his
family and the society of his nearest
connection. His deeds are inscribed
in the imperishable archives of his
county; his wisdom, impartially and
integrity in the records of justice;
his worth and virtues are preserved
in the hearts of his countrymen; his
kindness, affection and friendship in
the memory of his family, relatives
and friends; his trust for immortality
rested in his Savior and God. Wash-
ington Was His Friend - Eulogium
can add no more.”

One of his last public appear-
ances was to deliver an eulogy for
his friend Washington at the Ger-
man Reformed Church on Febru-
ary 22, 1800.

He was buried in the cemetery of
All Saints Episcopal Church on East
All Saints Street and was later moved

to Mount Olivet Cemetery.

1o read past editions of Frederick
County History, visit the History sec-
tion of Emmitsburg.net.
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TANEYTOWN HISTORY

The Rainbow Roller Rink

David Buie

Nestled along the serene banks
of the Big Pipe Creck, Big Pipe
Creek Park was once a haven for local
residents and visitors. In 1936, the
ambitious George and Marlin Shriver
embarked on an endeavor that would
forever change the landscape of this
rural retreat, constructing a 28-acre pri-
vate park that promised respite, recre-
ation, and entertainment.

Historically, the park’s lush greenery
and tranquil waters offered a perfect
backdrop for a myriad of recreational
activities, making it a beloved desti-
nation for generations. Swimming,
boating, and fishing became com-
monplace here, as did family reunions,
dancing, and picnics under the warm
summer sun. Located conveniendy
between Taneytown and Westmin-
ster, along the Old Taneytown Road,
it was easily accessible to residents of
the surrounding rural areas.

The Shrivers had grand aspirations
for their park, envisioning it as a high-
end summer resort. In 1939, they took
significant steps towards realizing this
dream. Plans were set to construct a
two-story brick building near the state
highway. This building, equipped with
an office, restaurant, and caretaker’s res-
idence, became the cornerstone of the
park’s expansion. Attached to it was a
clapboard-clad, barrel-roofed structure
featuring a gleaming hardwood dance
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floor, setting the stage for countless
social gatherings and events.

The parks improvements contin-
ued. A gas pump catered to passing
motorists along the highway, while
a small barn was home to a flock of
sheep that helped maintain the parks
landscape by limiting undergrowth.
Bungalows and cabins became avail-
able for rent, enticing visitors to stay
and savor the parks natural beauty.
Plans also included planting a grove of
black walnut trees and road enhance-
ments, enhancing the parK’s aesthetics
and accessibility.

In 1939, the Rainbow Restaurant
welcomed patrons, quickly followed
by the opening of the Rainbow Skating
Rink in 1940, a feat that cost $12,200
at the time (equivalent to $265,000
today). The skating rink was famous
for its live organ music, providing a
unique experience for visitors. The
Smith family, including John, Edna,
and their daughter Mary, managed the
rink and restaurang further solidifying
Big Pipe Creek Park as a community
hub. By 1945, the barrel-roofed build-
ing had transformed into the Rainbow
Skating Rink, complete with a bowling
alley and restaurant on the lower level.
The roller rink even boasted its hockey
team, the Tom Cats, in 1949.

Big Pipe Creek Park was not just a
local gem. Residents from neighboring
towns and, astonishingly, as far as Balti-
more, flocked to the Rainbow Skating
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Rink, drawn by the live organ music
and the sense of community that
thrived within its walls.

However, the park faced its darkest
hour in 1972 when Hurricane Agnes
unleashed its fury, causing extensive
flooding and damage. The Big Pipe
Creek cabins were devastated, and the
bowling alley beneath the skating rink
was submerged. Despite attempts to
recover, the park was always different,
and in 1975, it dosed its doors.

Yet, the spirit of Big Pipe Creek
Park endured in a different form. A
Baltimore company purchased the
rink and transformed it into “Noah’s
Ark” a dance hall that quickly
became the go-to destination in Car-
roll County for weekend revelry.
According to a March 10, 1978, Bal-
timore Sun article, Noah’s Ark wel-
comed an impressive 200 patrons
on opening night, which would
soon surge to over 400. Bands from
all corners of the country graced its
stage, drawing enthusiastic crowds.

The rise of Noahs Ark was not
without controversy. Local residents
voiced concerns about parking issues,
increased traffic accidents, fights, and
drug use. The dlubs reputation took
a severe blow on February 8, 1978,
when the lifeless body of 17-year-old
Timothy Weaver of Westminster was
discovered in a nearby field. Weaver
and two other teenagers were last seen
leaving the dance hall before the tragic
incident. The incident prompted the
county commissioners to deny the
renewal of Noah's ArKs gathering per-
mit, and the Taneytown City Coun-
cil voted to oppose the halls reopening.

The dance hall was rebranded as
“Showcase” in June 1978, operating as
a BYOB Private Club with a member-
ship and admission fee. The dance hall’s
downfall was aided by two incidents.
In November 1978, David Campbell,
one of the owners, was charged with
assault and battery. Then, in Decem-
ber 1978, a fight involving four men

occurred, leading to the arrest of two
individuals. Despite staying open until
mid-1979, the dance hall was eventu-
ally put up for sale along with the land
and building. By August 1980, every-
thing was advertised for sale.

The Shriner repurchased the prop-
erty and operated as the Rainbow
Farm and Home Center. What was
once the park now houses the Big Pipe
Creek Paint Ball Adventure Park, while
the main building and skating rink
house Fun Events and an antique car
repair business.

In the chronides of Carroll Countys his-
tory; Rainbow Skating Rink and its subse-
quent transformations remain a testament
to the enduring power of community and
the ever-changing nature of entertainment
and leisure. While the parks physical pres-
ence may have faded with time, its legacy
lingers on in the memories of those who
once found joy; laughter; and adventure
within its picturesque confines.

10 read past editions of Taneytown His-
tory, visit the Authors section of Emmits-
burg.net.

The Taney Corporation

Manufacturers of Wood Stairs & Stair Parts

I.-m:all;.-' owned l:nnﬁrluuu.-i]:;
for over 50 Years

5130 Allendale Lane, Tanevtown « 410-756-6671

Visit us at www.taneystair.com

A sponsor of the Emmitsburg News-Journal

Emmitsburg

6035 Taneytown Pike, Taneytown
BBB-212-B775
License # JOBS900

Chaz’s

Used Auto Parts

U-Pull-It

Over 10 acres to pull from!

* Bring your own tools*

We buy junk cars and scrap metal!
Pick up or drive in available

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. -
Saturday 8 a.m. -

Epm.

S p.m.




32 | EMMITSBURG NEWS-JOURNAL | OCTOBER 2023

COOKING

Non-pumpkin recipes

Sonya Verlaque

have a long commute for work

and am wholly impressed with
people can listen to podcasts and
learn things on their drives. I
often listen to the same song on
over and over again without it
feeling repetitive, and then it goes
on a hiatus for a while. I think
the same could be for the pump-
kin spice latte (PSL) of Fall, it can
be a regular occurrence and then
go on a break until next fall. Peo-
ple may call it “basic,” but some-
times things are popular because
they are good.

Fall is my favorite season and I
do love a good PSL, but I think
you probably have or are able to
get plenty of pumpkin recipes. So
here are some easy non-pump-
kin recipes for the beginning of
autumn. And people are usually
pretty pleased when you bring
some Autumn Bread with caramel
as your commuting co—pilot.

Butternut Squash Soup
I suppose this is in the vein of pump-

kin-ing since its also a gourd, but this
soup is warm and light if you use fat
free milk, and more filling or rich
when using whole milk or cream.
For thanksgiving one year I served
this in prefilled cups for service, so
there weren' big bowls on the table
and everyone was able to “drink”
their soup as a little appetizer.

Ingredients

4 cups butternut squash, peeled
and cut into 1 inch cubes

4 cups fat free milk, divided
into 1.5c and then 2.5¢

% cup diced onion

5 cup flour

2 tbs butter

2-3 tsps salt

V4 tsp celery salt

V4 tsp cumin

optional: 1-2 tsps smoked
paprika

optional: fresh green onions or
parsley

Preparation: Place squash in a
large microwave-safe container
with a lid. Fill with about 1 inch
of water. Place lid on top of con-
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tainer, slightly off-set so that one
or two corners are uncovered.
Microwave on high 3-4 minutes
or untl squash is very tender.
Strainer liquid from container. In
a blender or food processor, blend
squash with 1 1/2 cups milk until
well pureed. Add diced onion,
pulse 30 seconds more. Transfer
squash and onion puree to a large
pot. Add remaining milk, but-
ter, and flour. Cook over medium
high heat 5-10 minutes, whisking
throughout. Stir in salt, celery salt,
cumin, and optional paprika. Gar-
nish with chopped green onions
or parsley if desired. Serve warm.

One Skillet Chicken
with Green Beans
Ingredients:
1/2 Ib. French green beans
1 Tbsp olive oil
1 Tbsp butter
4 boneless skinless chicken
thighs thinly sliced
Salt and lemon pepper (to
taste)
4 cloves garlic minced
1 tsp onion powder
10 oz. mushrooms
V5 cup chicken broth unsalted
V5 cup heavy cream (or half-
and-half + 1 tablespoon flour
for lighter version)
2/3 cup grated Parmesan
cheese more for garnish
Preparation: ~ Arrange  green
beans in a microwave-safe dish
with ¥ cup (125ml) water. Cook
in the microwave for 8-10 min-
utes, until almost done but still
crisp. In a large skillet, add olive oil
and butter to the pan and heat it
over medium high heat. When the
pan is hot, add sliced chicken, sea-
son it with salt and lemon pepper

- Sl

right in the pan, and cook for about
4 minutes on each side until chicken
slices are slightly browned. Next add
garlic, onion powder, precooked
beans and mushrooms. Cook for 4
to 5 minutes, stirring regularly, until
cooked to your liking. Add chicken
broth and heavy cream and reduce
the sauce for a couple of minutes,
undl slightly thickened. Next add
parmesan cheese into the pan. Stir
until cheese is incorporated with the
sauce. Taste and season with more
salt and pepper. Serve warm and
garnish with extra cheese, if desired.

Autumn Pear Bread

You can also make this with all the
apples you pick this fall, just substitute
them for the pears and add 1 tsp of cin-

namon, because: apples and cinnamon.

Ingredients:
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 cup sugar

W T
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301-271-2737

T Varieties of Apples, Bartlett, Magness &
Seckel Pears, Sweet Plums, Kiwi Berries,
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Cauliflower, Pumpkins, Gourds,
Fresh Mums
Apple Cider Slushies, Apple Cider,
Jams, Jellies & Honey
Fresh Baked or Frozen Fruit Pies
Apple Cider Donuts ~ Local Crafts

PICK YOUR OWN APPLES
Every Saturday & Sunday

during October!
Weather permitting

Call for picking information!

Market open daily
9am.-5pm.

www. catoctinmountainorchard.com

1 tsp baking powder

1/2 tsp baking soda

1/2 tsp salt

1/8 tsp ground nutmeg

1/2 cup cold butter

2 large eggs, room temperature
1/4 cup buttermilk

1 tsp vanilla extract

1 cup finely chopped peeled ripe pears

Preparation: In a large bowl, com-
bine the flour, sugar, baking powder,
baking soda, salt and nutmeg; cut in
butter until mixture resembles coarse
crumbs. Combine the eggs, buttermilk
and vanilla; stir into the flour mixture
just untdl moistened. Fold in pears.
Spoon into 2 greased 5-3/4x3x2-in.
loaf pans. Bake at 350° for 35-40 min-
utes or until a toothpick inserted in the
center comes out clean. Cool for 10
minutes before removing from pans to
wire racks to cool completely.

Caramel Icing Glaze f

or your Autumn Bread

You have to make this with attention
or the sugar can burn. Put the kids on
tablets and don't walk away from the
stove. The longer this cools the thicker
and stickier it becomes, so pour it
when your bread is cooled completely
and when the glaze has cooled down
some so it doesnt just slide off. If you
do cool it too long, just put it back on
the burner to re-warm slowly.

Ingredients

1V sticks butter % cup

1 cup brown sugar packed
packed

V5 cup milk

2 tsps vanilla extract

Preparation: Melt butter in a
medium  saucepan over medi-
um-low heat. Add the brown sugar
to the melted butter and cook, stir-
ring constantly, for 1 minute (be
sure the butter and sugar are com-
pletely combined and you cant see
any separated butter in the mix-
ture). Bring to a boil over medium
heat. Continue cooking, stirring,
for 2 minutes. Add the milk and
vanilla. Bring to a boil over medium
heat. Continue cooking, stirring,
for 3 minutes. Remove from heat
and set aside to cool for use

10 read other cooking articles, visit
the Authors section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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MOMS’ TIME OUT

A 6-pound hole!

Mary Angel

Life has many ups and downs
and some sharp turns as well,
but no matter what it is an amaz-
ing ride! This past month has been
a bit of a whirlwind for my fam-
ily. We are trying to look on the
bright side, but it is a bit too grey
to see the light some days.

Thirteen years ago, this coming
Thanksgiving (ballpark), a tiny lit-
tle kitten showed up on our door-
step. We weren't sure if she had
been abandoned or just found us
and was a barn cat from across the
field. In any case she loved coming
to our door. I suppose the fact that
I ran out and purchased cat food
for her was probably not the best
way to deter her visits. A very short
amount of time passed when I
started hinting to my husband how
nice it would be to have a cat again.

Eventually, I convinced my
dog-loving husband that if she
was going to be roaming around
our property, [ wanted to have her
seen by the vet and vaccinated.
He agreed, as long as she didn’t
come into the house. Fast forward
a few months and I suggested we
get her spayed, so we didn’t have
kittens everywhere. He was once
again all for that, “As long as
she doesn’t come in the house”.
When I went to pick her up after
the surgery, they encouraged me
to keep her calm and comfortable
for a few days. She has been in the
house ever since.

It wasnt long and my hus-
band suggested if she was sticking
around she would need a name.
One of the kids, I do not recall
which one, suggested Rudy after a
family viewing of the Cosby Show.

That was all it took, the name

stuck. When she was being par-
ticularly difficult, her name would
be lengthened to Rudy Huxtable.

Although Rudy has been a mix
of an inside cat and an outside cat,
she definitely preferred to be out-
side as much as possible. She was
also an amazing ‘mouser.’ There
were not too many days, when she
was young, that we didnt find a
“gift” at the front or back door.

In the last year Rudy has defi-
nitely enjoyed a few more days
in the house sleeping on my bed.
She was becoming more particu-
lar about the weather she wanted
to be out in. Don’t misunderstand,
she was still the best mouser I have
ever had. In actuality, I loved her
slowed down pace. Suddenly she
would be on my bed every night
when my day was over. She was
completely content to sit on the
arm of my chair and let me pet her
for hours. In a word, she was much
more lovey! I am not sure the rest
of my family would agree, as they
referred to her as, “Mom’s Cat”,
but I was loving all the purring!

Fast forward a
months and I guess Goldilocks
had decided my bed was not a
good fit, but my youngest daugh-
ter’s room was “just right”. Rudy
didn’t care if she got the bed or

the chair, as long as she was in

few more

her room. There were many days
I would come home from work
and go back to give my daugh-
ter a kiss on the head and Rudy
would be snuggled up against her
helping her with her homework.
They loved to sit in the chair and
watch White Christmas. Their lat-
est thing was for my daughter to
put her fist out and say fist pump
and Rudy would head butt her
fist. They were inseparable.

In the last month we have all
noticed that Rudy has looked a lit-
tle more disheveled. Her fur has been
a bit of a mess, even after she cleaned
herself. Then about 3 weeks ago she
started eating less and less. When she
would go outside it would only be for
a few minutes and she stayed close to
home. There were very few gifts at
the door, and something was beat-
ing her up. I called the vet and made
an appointment. They were able to
come to the house in just a few days.
Which was a good thing because in
that time she stopped eating.

The day before the appoint-
ment we noticed a lump on her
jaw which everyone suspected
was an abscessed tooth. When
they started the exam, the doc-
tor immediately began with, “Oh,
my!” The lump on her jaw was
extremely hard. Upon further
examination that found that it was
an extremely fast-growing tumor
and had most likely spread to her
liver as she had signs of jaundice.
Being the strong woman I am
I held it together, not! I bawled
like a baby. I could not believe we
went from not noticing a lump a
few weeks prior to this ginormous
growth taking her life.

The long and short of the situa-
tion was that she was suffering and
starving. After making our peace
with what was about to happen,
we asked the vet to come to the
house and euthanize her. My hus-
band and I were there and com-
pletely wrecked. Keysville Mobile
vet was amazing to say the least.
They walked us through every
step and gave us all the time we
needed. Our youngest daughter
had been crying for days, as we
all knew she wasn’t in good shape.
That morning she had texted me
from school several times to say
she couldn’t keep it together.

Thurmont Community
Ambulance Service

Proudly Serving Northern Frederick Co. for Over Half a Canltury

Friday nght

Brmg your Friends & F:iuml)r
for a fun filled night
Doors Open @ § p.m.

Bingo begins @ 7 p.m.
Thurmont Event Complex

13716 Strafford Drive, Thurmont
301-271-7550

www.thurmonteventcomplex.com

Rudy and her person.

When it was over, and we were
able to compose ourselves enough
to drive we went and picked her up
from school. She said she had seen
on Life 360 that I had left work and
gone home, and she just knew why.
She got in the car and saw me cry-
ing in the side mirror and then we
both started bawling again. From
her perspective she had lost her best
friend. They had become so close
over the last few months that they
were inseparable. My husband and I
tried to comfort her, but the truth is
we were all inconsolable. That tiny
6-pound cat left an elephant sized
hole in our lives.

A couple days later my husband

was talking about kittens and our
daughter said she might be ready
someday, but for now she just
wanted to remember Rudy. Fam-
ily pets, whether dogs, guinea pigs,
bunnies, or tiny cats are members of
the family. Their passing is a great
loss and a hard pill to swallow, but
the love that they give is completely
worth it. When my daughter felt
like she didnt fit in and didn’t have
a friend in the world 6-pounds of
bombastic-side-eye kitty made all
the difference in the world!

1o read past editions of Moms' Time
Out, visit the Authors section of
Emmitsburg.net
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FOUR YEARS AT THE MOUNT

In researching this months 100 years ago column, we came across several headlines that caught our attention, so we
decided to challenge our writers by asking them to create a fictionalized story around a headline of their choice.

Freshman

The anthem of unity

Gracie Smith
MSMU Class of 2027

Eever understood why people enjoy
usic over the satisfaction of a good
book. The very thought of being sur-
rounded by the haunting sounds of old
metal being banged against rusty pans
made my spine shiver. My eldest sister,
Miss Marie Senseney, was responsible
for my agony one particular evening.

I struggled to focus on my novel
as people were chanting and cheer-
ing all around me. I felt my palms
begin to perspire in correlation with
my rapid heart rate. My eyes struggled
to focus on the words in front of me.
The people began to shout the lyrics
to My Old Kentucky Home, “Weep
no more, my lady, oh! Weep no more
today! We will sing one song!”

Before I could react, I felt the cool
sensation of whiskey brush upon my
bare. The gendemen to my left had had
far too many drinks to begin with; I was
not surprised that this was the result.

I reached for the nearest cloth, care-

ful to protect my novel, when I felt a
soft hand land overtop mine. “Why

arent you dancing? Dont you like it?”
A woman, young and energetic, stood
before me. Her smile seemed to radi-
ate enough enthusiasm for the two of
us combined. Her blonde braids loosely
draped down her back and her blue eyes
beamed with excitement saying, “More.
More. More.”

“I'm Margaret, Margaret Sneijder,”
she greeted as I snatched the doth out of
her grasp and dried the whiskey off me,
purposefully avoiding eye contact—her
emotions not impaired by my actions.
Her name sounded familiar. I glazed
around the room for any hints, and sure
enough, it came to me—the coordina-
tor of the event. Marie had mentioned
a thing or two about her eagerness for
our cooperation with the parent-teacher
association here in Emmitsburg;

Parents in the area grew a peculiar
interest in their children’s education and
decided to start an association for the
ultimate benefit of the children. Natu-
rally; Marie couldnt refuse.

To my relief, the band ended their
song and stepped off the makeshift
stage for a quick intermission. I couldnt
help but sigh when I saw Marie dart
toward me. | tried to sneak away but my
attempts were unsuccessful.

“Miss Sneijder, how good to see you,”
Marie smiled tredly as she locked arms

with me, “T do hope our playing is what
you had hoped for?”

“Hoped for? Its sensational! Its hardly
half past 8 o'dock and weve already
raised almost thirty whole dollars!” Mar-
garet could hardly contain her excite-
ment between her breaths.

“I see youve become acquainted
with my younger sister, Claire.” Marie
nudged at my side softly. I stood up
quickly in response hoping my earlier
actions would keep from being the next
conversation starter.

Margaret beamed, “This is your sis-
ter? I would have never guessed!”

“Yes, Claire was the one who helped
recruit some of my bandmates. She isnt
00 bad herself when it comes to sing-
ing,” Marie nudged me a bit harder, this
time with a grin.

My stomach dropped, “I much pre-
fer to watch” I said with a soft, bashful
smile when [ really wanted to scream at
my sister for such a comment.

“Tcompletely agree,” Margaretadded,
“T was speaking with some members of
the organization, and we were hoping
to make this an annual event here in
Emmitsburg,”

My eyes locked on Marie who
responded, “I think that would be a
wonderful idea! Anything to raise a few
extra dollars for the children.”

“T do have a couple of people ask-
ing for certain songs, do you think you
and the others are able?” Margaret asked
with a sort of hopefulness in her eyes.

“Of course, what songs?” Marie and
Margaret had exchanged a few songs I
wasnt familiar with. I took the opportu-
nity to sneak my way out.

I wandered around the small house
for what felt like ages and took in the
audience; Men and women reunited
after the war, children running around
with rag dolls, friends catching up on
old times. The energy in the room
scemed to radiate a theme of unity;
togetherness, and family.

I couldnt help but envy them. Their
family came back from the war, but
mine didnt. Mine got blown up as a
human sacrifice that only ended in a
battle lost. I watched husbands lock
hands with their wives, and children
ding to their fathers. My jealousy only
fueled my hatred for this evening,

I found a stool in the corner of the
room and claimed it quickly. Marie
had finally ended her conversation with
Margaretand hurried back to the make-
shift stage in front of the brick fireplace.

Watching her every move, 1 pre-
pared for the impact of another song.
Instead, her eyes locked with mine and
she waved me up on the platform. The

color drained from my already pale face.
Before I could stop myself, I began to
walk towards her.

“Sing with us” Marie said with a
small smile.

The words couldnt come to me, I
simply shook my head no. I felt my eyes
begin to swell.

No, not here.

Marie took my hand and gave me a
wooden rolling pin—I mean—micro-
phone. I grasped it so hard T could feel
the wood molding to fit my hand.

Knowing I didnt have a choice, I
turned to face the audience; the same
husbands and wives as before, the same
children running around, the same
friends telling old tales. . . and a widow. ..
dressed in all black standing by the open
window. Her face matched mine: empty;
lonely; desperate. Suddenly all over I
could see people without their loved ones:
a lonely mother holding her baby in the
comer of the room; a husband without
his wife standing by the door.

I have been such a fool. For the first
time since the war ended, I could see
that I was not alone. Everyone had suf-
fered loss, and everyone experienced
grief—it insisted on being felt.

10 read other articles by Gracie Smith, visit
the Authors section of Emmitsburg. net.

Sophomore

The journey of
the Shenandoah

Devin Owen
MSMU Class of 2026

Azhatl;e wind blows the recently
ging leaves through the cool
autumn air, the giant dirigibles of
the American navy—known as ‘The
Shenandoah—glides  through  the
air with ease, towering over Frederick
County; the sun shining brightly caus-
ing the white hulk to glisten for all to
see from below. In a small town near
the western edge of this county, called
Emmitsburg, residents gathered on the
streets, their faces upturned to the sky.
Children pointed excitedly, and adults
shared stories of the last time they had
seen such a marvel. The Shenandoah
sailed majestically over the town, cast-
ing a shadow that rippled across the
town like a gentle breeze. It was a sight
that would be etched into the memo-
ries of those fortunate enough to wit-
ness it for years to come. Among those
gathered to see the airship, a young girl
aged only fourteen, pushed her way to
the front of the crowd with her older
sister trailing behind in attempts to
catch the teenager before she gets lost.
As Raelynn pushed her way through
the crowd, she finally made it to the
front, getting a good look at the airship
soaring through the air. At last, her sis-
ter Nikki made her way to the front of
the crowd too, finally able to see what
the fuss was about.

'The gitls had been sent out by their
mother to gather supplies for their road
tip that they were taking that after-
noon; their destination being lovely
Richmond, Virginia. Their mother,
still (somewhat) patienty waiting in the
car for her daughters to return, checked

her watch for a third time. Once she
finally notices the large crowd forming,
the girls mother decided to push her
way through to find her kids and usher
them back to the car. After pulling,
ushering, and finally begging for her
gitls to return to the vehidle, they were
able to continue their journey forward
to their destinations. Snacks and bever-
ages in hand—and laps, mostly—their
drive continued.

Raelynn sat in the backseat staring in
wonder out the window; following the
dirigible as much as she possibly could;
allowing herself to be overtaken with
uncomfort and stiffness in her neck as
she decided to lay her head on the win-
dow and fall into a slumber, leaving her
mother and sister to watch the dirigi-
ble through the windows. The dirigi-
ble continued its journey, following a
precise route that took it over Thur-
mont, where, as pointed out by Nikki,
the townsfolk had assembled with bin-
oculars and cameras in hand, snap-
ping pictures to keep for the years to
come. Families picnicked in the nearby
parks; their eyes glued to the sky as the
Shenandoah passed overhead. The
quiet hum of its engines filled the air,
creating an almost surreal sense of
serenity as it sailed, although that hum
couldnt be heard by anyone on land.
Woodsboro, too though, was graced
by the Shenandoahs presence. The
townspeople here as well, watched in
wonder as the massive airship carried
through the air above them.

Eventually, ~ the  Shenandoah
approached Libertytown, where the
anticipation was at its peak. News of
the ‘blimp’ had been shared from one
family to the next, with phones ring-
ing from relatives calls of “Have you
seen it?!” or “Look up! Its the Shenan-
doah in the sky! Look! Look! Look!” At
this point, the airship made a graceful
turn to the west, heading towards the

Shenandoah Valley and its final desti-
nation, Richmond, Virginia. The small
family of three was following the same
path as the blimp, the gitls unaware of
the plans their mother held for their
arrival in Richmond.

The car ride continued, with the
excitement and anticipation envel-
oping the atmosphere of the vehicle.
The daughters were waiting to hear
what the point of this long trip was—
why would anyone want to be stuck
in the car for so long at a time? Their
mother, bubbling with joy, was so
beyond ready to surprise her daugh-
ters with the gift of a lifetime. They
made their way towards a private air-
port, getting oddly closer to the final
destination of the dirigible, leading
the girls to realize that they are going
to get their own personal close up of
the airship as it lands. As it landed on
the tarmac, a grand welcome awaited
the airship. A crowd had gathered at
the airship terminal, and a brass band
played lively tunes to mark the occa-
sion. The Shenandoah descended
gracefully, its massive bulk settling
gently on the landing platform. Sail-
ors in crisp uniforms and officers in
their finest attire disembarked, greeted
by cheers from the crowd. The captain
of the Shenandoah, Captain Foraker,
stepped off the airship and was met by
the mayor of Richmond. They shook
hands, and the mayor declared, “Cap-
tain Foraker, you and your crew have
made history today. The Shenando-
ah’s flight over our great nation is a
testament to American ingenuity and
progess.”

Captain Foraker smiled and replied,
“Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Its an honor
to have been a part of this journey. The
Shenandoah and her crew are proud to
serve our country.” A particular officer
though, was patently waiting to sur-
prise two out of three loves of his life.

Officer Tracy, after waiting an excru-
ciating 19 months, finally gets view
of his wife and daughters walking up
through the crowd of people. Pure joy
and love flowed through the cheers of
excitement called out by both Nikki
and Raelynn, while their mother fol-
lowed behind with a smile from ear to
ear and tears threatening to leak from
her eyes. As they reached their father,
the girls leaped into his arms, hugging
him as tightly as they could, as if they
would never get to hug him again. As

the festivities of reunion continued
into the night, Officer Tracy looked
up at the starry sky, thinking about
this incredible journey. The Shenan-
doah had brought joy and wonder to
the people of Frederick County and
beyond, and it had shown them that
the sky was no longer the limit; but the
real joy for this officer was his return to
home, a return to his heart.

16 read other articles by Devin Owen, visit
the Authors section of Emmitsburgnet.
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REFLECTIONS ON NEWS STORIES FROM 100 YEARS AGO

Junior

The best time of year

Dolores Hans
MSMU Class of 2025

woke up this morning to a

cool breeze coming through
the crack in my window and
the smell of my neighbor bak-
ing spice cake. That’s when I
knew it was the best time of year!
Autumn! Summer was over, and
the leaves were changing colors.
‘The faint sound of Mama’s hum-
ming put a big smile on my face.
She always hums in the morning.
I raced out of my room know-
ing Mama was probably read-
ing the newspaper. I wrapped her
in a big, warm hug when I saw
her. She kissed me on the fore-
head and started calling me all
the nicknames she could think
of that had to do with autumn:
pumpkin, cutie pie, sweetheart,
boo, honey, buddy bear and
sugar. I laughed and blissfully
walked to the other side of the
room to look out the window.

Mama got up and began get-
ting my things ready for school.
I waved and made silly faces
through the window at Mr.
Frank. He was our neighbor.

He always came over to rake our
leaves during this time of year. I
love autumn because not only did
I get to help him rake the leaves,
but Mrs. Frank, his wife, always
brought us some delicious spice
cake. I watched her walk up the
sidewalk slowly because she was
old. She knocked on our door,
and as I ran over to open it and
let her in, I could hear the con-
versation she was having with
Mr. Frank. Mr. Frank said he
worries about Mama this time
of year, and she responded smil-
ing, saying that’s why she always
brings over something sweet. She
entered our house and always
pointed out how big I was get-
ting. She calls me “Mama’s little
man.” Mama comes to meet her
from the kitchen. As Mrs. Frank
hands her the cake, she tells
Mama that the cake is left over
and she doesn’t want it to go to
waste, that's why she gives it to
us. But I know that she bakes it
early in the morning and brings
it right over, and only keeps a few
slices for herself. She must forget
because she is old.

When its time for me to go
to school, Mama goes to work.
School is good sometimes, and
Mama’s work is hard sometimes.
She says we all have our respon-

sibilities, but I would rather go
to work than school. Although,
Mama works in the school, so I
guess either way I am stuck here.
Mama teaches the little kids art.
I think having her as a mom is
really cool because she taught me
all kinds of things about seeing
the beautiful things in the world,
even the things that don’t seem
beautiful at first.

In school, our teacher wanted
us to write about the things we
love. 1 started to think about
my morning with Mama. I
knew immediately what to write
about. I loved autumn. I loved
it because I liked to spend time
outside playing in the leaves. The
best part was when Mama lets
me wear my jacket with all the
patches, that way I never have
to choose just one color to wear.
It got so many patches over the
years that the jacket is like five
jackets in one. Also, it’s like cam-
ouflage when I hide in the leaf
piles because the patches of the
jacket match the different colors
of the leaves. My teachers told me
I needed a new jacket, but Mama
knows how much I love it, so she
never tries to buy a replacement.
Nothing can replace my patchy
jacket. Mama knows me so well.

I also love autumn because I

get to have “Auntie days” twice a
week! If you don’t know, Auntie
days are when my auntie picks me
up at school and she brings me
out to dinner. I even get to sleep
at her house while my mom goes
to her other job. Auntie brings
me to school the next morning.
When mom sees me at school the
day after one of my Auntie days,
she always says she is sorry she
couldn’t be there to have fun with
me. I say she is silly since Aun-
tie days are the best because we
get to eat out, which Mama and I
don’t do very often.

Mama and I go out for walks
all the time. Usually when she
is the busiest, she stops and
wraps me in a hug, and then
asks if I want to get my jacket
and go for a walk. She knows I
love the leaves, so she asks me,
but sometimes I think she also
asks because she needs a break.
Mama grabs her little art kit
and her journal while I get my
patchy jacket and shoes. She
buttons my jacket, and we head
out on our usual path. Mama
starts asking me if I am excited
for the holidays coming up.

Thanksgiving is the best
and Mrs. Frank

come over for breakfast before

because Mr.

they go to their family’s house,

and Auntie comes over with my
baby cousin and Uncle John
for dinner. Mama lets me help
make the potatoes, and Aun-
tie brings the turkey and stuff-
ing. We usually get one of Mrs.
Frank’s pies when she comes by
in the morning.

For Christmas, Mama and 1
do a gift exchange. We always
spend time making a present for
each other. I already know what
I'm going to do this year. Mama
used to tell Auntie about how she
craved “James’ risotto”. 1 don’t
know who James is, but appar-
ently, he used to cook whatever
risotto is for mama all the time.
Auntie says that before I came
along, the best part of her night
was dancing in the kitchen and
eating James' risotto. Now the
best part of her night is sing-
ing me to sleep. Anyway, I am
going to ask Mrs. Frank to give
me cooking lessons so that I
can make risotto for mama this
Christmas. She always makes my
days happy; I think I can try to
make hers happy too. This really
is the best time of the year, all
because of my Mama.

1o read other articles by Dolores
Hans, visit the Author’s section of
Emmitsburg.net.

Senior

My obituary writing career

Claire Doll
MSMU Class of 2024

Writing obituaries is a fascinat-
ing career. Of course, when
I signed up to be a writer, I didnt
think that I'd be writing about dead
people. I went to college to investi-
gate news stories, to actively inter-
view people and see my articles
on the front page. A big headline,
bolded and black, followed by my
name, in print.

But the thing about being a writer
these days in the twenties is that
you cannot choose where or what
the jobs are. While I wanted to do
the top headlines of the week, I was
given the task of writing obituaries.

What kind of news is that?

I've found that, time after time,
I actually like writing these articles.
You know for a fact they are being
read, and you also feel like you're
making some type of contribu-
tion. They're informative but emo-
tional—personal, yet fact-based.
Plus, it’s good money. A cent a word
for some of my articles, but obituar-
ies are more. By just a bit, but sdill.

But my first obituary—that was
something.

Her name was Margaret Mehring.

She died in October 1923, just
when the leaves were turning, I
remember because I had just grad-
uated college, and I had landed this
job in the Emmitsburg Paper. My
editor told me that I'd begin with
an obituary of Margaret Mehring,
who had died peacefully in her sleep
atage 70. “She’s lived here her entire
life,” my editor said, “Go to town.”

With a pat on the back, I was left
to my own little desk in the cor-
ner of the office. I overlooked the
mountains, and October was slowly
painting its way through the moun-
tains. Autumn-touched leaves and
chilled air. Tonight, the sun would
set earlier than it has been.

70. That was old. My editor’s
words floated around me: She’s
lived here her entire life. In Brucev-
ille, Maryland of all places. It was
an ordinary town, a creek driven
through the soil, and the stone-
arch bridge over the creek. Woods
painted with autumn and road signs
and such. It was normal. How could
Ms. Margaret Mehring have lived in
Bruceville her entire life? T was only
22, a young journalist fresh out of
college. I dreamed of travel and
writing from all types of countries
and cities. I couldn’t fathom staying
in Maryland forever.

70 was also beyond the life
expectancy these days. It was nor-
mally in the fifties or sixties, if you
were lucky.

Ms. Margaret Mehring was born
in 1853. She lived through the Civil
War, through the first world war.
With just a litde research, however,
I learned that the last name “Meh-
ring” had a fine reputation in this
small town.

Margarets father, George Meh-
ring, bought a house, stone grist,
and sawmill in Bruceville just on the
banks of the Big Pipe Creek. The
house was called Myrtle Hill; it was
big and beautiful and white, with
a wraparound porch and swaying
trees all around. Mehring was a rich
man as well. He wanted the best
for his children Frederick, Johanna,
and Margaret (called Maggie, back
then), but he also built houses for

his workers and located his house
near the store, school, and black-
smith shop. Right in the center of
the village. However, he died in
1860, when his youngest daughter
was just seven years old.

Margaret  ‘Maggie’  Mehring.
Already so young and without a
father. Her mother wasnt in the
picture, at least from my research.
Maggie is remembered best for
her diary, one she kept during the
Civil War while she was at board-
ing school. Come to find out, the
Union troops marched through her
town towards Gettysburg in June
of 1863. She wrote of her cousin
Annie and the movements in her
town and how it was a beautiful
sight, with the moonlight and the
horseman and the flashing clatter-
ing of the swords.

An excellent writer and also, later,
a teacher. With her sister she taught
in the one-room stone school and
joined the Women’s Christian Tem-
perance Union. She was a “fine
lady,” and that is all that is remem-
bered of her. A fine lady.

As an obituary writer, I am
required to only write facts. I'm
also supposed to be as generic as
possible. But with an entire life
lying before me, especially all
confined within one town, I am
inclined to know more. She kept
the last name Mehring—was
there ever a man she loved? Did
she write love letters? What about
Myrtle Hill? Research and files
show that Maggie died there, in
the same house her father raised
her in. Frederick died nine months
before her, and Maggie was keep-
ing the house for him. Did Mag-
gic even like living there? Did she
dream about travelling like I do

now, or even about a career? Did
she have friends?

But I also know that she was a
noble woman, both sincere and
accomplished. She was cheerful and
had great energy. At least, these are
things I'm supposed to write about.
The words that, here in the obitu-
ary business, we call filler words,
because you can put them any-
where in an obituary and someone
will relate to them. “Ah, yes, Mag-
gie Mehring was sincere.” “Oh, how
cheerful she was.” “Yes, so accom-
plished, t0o.”

And suddenly I realized how far
away from the truth I was. How
far away all obituaries are from the
truth. All facts and generalizations
and filler words, with no emotion or
meaning. I didn't even know Mag-

gie Mehring, so how was I supposed
to write a summary of her life? A
notice of her death?

It was money, though, my editor
reminded me. These days both jobs
and money were hard to come by, if
you weren't the wealthy. I wrote the
obituary, and it was perfectly emo-
tional for those who could relate,
but also entirely generic for anyone
to glance at and say, “Oh, what a
shame.” I wrote it and got a couple
of dollars. But for Margaret Meh-
ring—Maggie—I still always think
about her. Every obituary I write.
I wonder how she is doing. If she
finally left Myrtle Hill.

16 read other articles by Claire Doll,
visit the Author’s section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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LIBRARY NEWS

Blue Ridge Summit Free Library

Mondays — Childrens Story Time 4-5
pm., Children and parents can join
us for a weekly story, craft or coloring
sheet, or play time. We will be running
two identical 30 - minute sessions in an
attempt to accommodate busy schedules.

Wednesdays — Coffee Club from 3
-4 p.m. Mingle with the gang for cof-
fee, tea, puzzles, board games, color-
ing books, &c.

Thursdays — Teens Night. The
community room is reserved for teen
use from 4:30 - 6 p.m.. just hang out
or play WII, play board games, do
puzzles, eat snacks, watch movies,
make movies, etc.!

Saturdays - Join us at 10:30 a.m., for
an hour of Story Time and all of its fes-
tivities! What could be better than a great
book and a fun crafe?

Scherenschnitte Night at the Library
— October 10 at 6:30 p.m.. Leamn the
German art of paper cutting design. The
artwork often has rotational symmetry
within the design, and common forms
indude silhouettes, valentines, and love
letters. The art tradition was founded in
Switzerland and Germany in the 16th
century and was brought o Colonial
America in the 18th century by Swissand
German immigrants who settled primar-
ily in Pennsylvania.

The Summit Stitchers Quilt Club
meets at 5:30 p.m. on October 17. New

members and new projects are always
welcome! Any skill level may attend. If
you have always wanted to learn how to
quilt, now is the perfect time to start! The
group is currendy working on this year’s
gorgeous raffle quilt.

The BRS Book Club will meet Octo-
ber 17at5 p.m.

For more information on the Blue
Ridge Summit Free Library visit www.
fclspa.org or call 717-792-2240.

Frederick County Libraries

We continue to explore the history of
Frederick County with several Mary-
land history programs this month. In a
special “Living History” program at the
Seton Shrine at 11 am. on Saturday,
Oct. 7, Emmitsburg Library invites chil-
dren ages 5 to 14 to discover what it was
like to attend school in the early 18005.
At the Thurmont Library; local history
researcher Tracy Lewis brings tales of
the “Pirates of the Chesapeake Bay” on
Wednesday, Oct. 11 at 7 p.m. and on
Oct. 18 at 7 p.m., discover the fascinat-
ing history of the “Cabins of the Catoc-
tin Mountains” with Park Ranger Katie
Wackrow.

As part of the “Frederick Reads” pro-
gramming, Emmitsburg Library has
“Farm to Fermentation” on Tuesday, Oct.
18 at 6 p.m. and a spedial program at the
Thurmont Library with The Kombucha
Lady; who will explore “The History and

Art of Kombucha” and invite patrons to
taste her delicious blends of kombucha
on Saturday, Oct. 21 at noon.

Both branches will also celebrate
October with fun, spooky events for
all. At Emmitsburg, teens can learn
the tricks of “Special FX Make up
Studio” on Tuesday, Oct. 24 at 5 p.m.
and children can enjoy a special “Not
so Spooky Storytime and Costume
Party” on Monday, Oct. 30 at 11 a.m.

At Thurmont Library, the biggest
event “Trunk or Treat” is on Tues-
day, Oct. 24 from 5 to 7 p.m. where
local businesses will have trunks full
of spooky treats, and in the library,
families can enjoy spooky games and
activities. Don't forget to come in
costume! Teens have a series of scary
DIY activities on Thursdays through-
out the month at 6 p.m. and on Oct.
26, Teens are invited to Fright Night
from 6-8:30 p.m. to share popcorn
and watch a scary movie with friends!
The littles are invited to come in cos-
tume on Halloween, Oct. 31 at 10:30
for a special Storytime. And finally,
our favorite porcine guest, Eddie the
Pig will visit on Oct. 20 at 10:30—
well share porky games, stories, and
activities.

Visit the library website at Month
Calendar | Frederick County Public
Libraries (librarycalendar.com) to dis-

cover so much more. Any questions,

call Emmitsburg Library at 301 600-
6329 or Thurmont Regional Library
at 301 600-7212.

Emmitsburg Branch Library:
Oct. 2, 16, 23: Family Storytime (Birth
t05),11-11:30 a.m.

Oct. 30: Not So Spooky Story-
time & Costume Party (Birth to 5),
11-11:30 a.m.

Oct. 2, 16, 23, 30: Little Adventurers
(Birth to 5), 11:30-Noon.

Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26: STEAM Discov-
ery (Elementary), 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Oct. 12: Read to a Therapy Dog with
Wiags for Hope (Birth to 5, Elementary),
67 pm.

Oct. 7: OffSite: Frederick County
275th, History Kids (Elementary; Teens),
11 am.-Noon.

Oct. 12, 26: Tween Fiber Arts
Workshop  (Elementary, Teens),
5:30-6:30 p.m.

Oct. 5, 19: Game Night with Wook-
iee Walkers (Teens), 5:30-6 p.m.

Oct. 14: Upcycled Art (Teens),
1-3 p.m.

Oct. 24: Special FEX Makeup Studio
(Teens), 5-7 p.m.

Oct. 10: Frederick Reads: Farm to Fer-
mentation (Adults), 6-7 p.m.

Thurmont Regjonal Library
Oct. 2, 16, 23, 30: Preschool Storytime
(3-5), 10:30-11 am.

| GOOD NEWS CLUB
Free After School Program!

Oct. 2, 16, 23, 30: School Skills for
Preschoolers (3-5), 11-11:45 a.m.

Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: Baby Story-
time (Birth-18 months), 10:30-11:30
am.

Oct. 31: Not So Spooky Baby Sto-
rytime & Costume Party (Birth-18
months), 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25: Toddler Story-
time (18 months-3), 10:30-11 a.m.

Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26: Musical Story-
time (Birth-5), 10:30-11 a.m.

Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28: Family Story-
time (Birth-5), 11-11:30 p.m.

Oct. 3, 10, 17: Elementary Explor-
ers (Elementary), 4 -4:45 p.m.

Oct. 6, 13: Beyond Earth: Space
(Elementary), 2-3 p.m.

Oct. 18: Build a Putt Putt Course
@ the Library (Grades 4-7), 4-5 p.m.

Oct. 20: Happy Pig Day!! with spe-
cial Guest Eddie the Pig (All Ages),
10:30-11:30 a.m.

Oct. 20 Maryland STEM Festi-
val: We are All Stars (Elementary),
2-3 p.m.

Oct. 24: Trunk or Treat (Birth-5,
Elementary, All Ages), 5-7 p.m.

Oct. 5: Teen DIY Spooky Garland
(Teens), 6-7 p.m.

Oct. 12: Teen Spooky Origami
(Teens), 6-7 p.m.

Oct. 19: Teen Pumpkin Paintng
(Teens), 6-7 p.m.

Oct. 26: Teen Fright Night (Teens),
6-7 p.m.

Oct. 11: Pirates in the Chesapeake
Bay (Teens, Adults), 7-8 p.m.

Oct. 3: (Off=site) Trivia at 10Tavern
(Adults, All Ages), 7-8 p.m.

Saturday, October 28"

Children will learn... Oct. 18: Medicare 101 Educational

« Respect for authority 4 to E' p.m. Session (Adults), 4:30-5:30 p.m.
« Positive character qualities , , ) : .
. - ."' |. = F|f$t Baph$t Church of Thurmont Oct. 1-8. Frederick Coun.ty 275th:
« Soumd moral values 7 Su Th t The Cabin Camps of Catoctin Moun-
Thurmont Elemenary School - Grades 3to 5 nny Way, Thurmon tain Park (Adults, All Ages), 7-8 p.m.

* Decorate your trunk (no scary scenes please)!
* Enjoy treats, games and free food!

Oct. 19: Digital Learning (Adults),

every Tuesday starting October 3rd and at 10-Noon.

Thurmont Primary - K to 2 every Thursday « Trophy awarded for best trunk! Oct. 20-Sunday; Oct. 22: Freder-
starting October 5th from 3:10 to 4:15 p.m. ick County 275th: Memory Lab by
N . - - ‘ Bring & non-perishable food item Appointment (Aduls), All day.

Dynamic Bible Lessons ~ Meaningful Upbeal Songs for the Thurmont Food Bank. i )
and Lifechanging Scripture Memory . . Oct. 21: Frederick Reads: History
Register online at: and Art of Kombucha with The Kom-
For more info or to pre-register call: 301-271-9898 www.FECTHURMONT.org bucha Lady (Adults), 12-1 p.m.

W 5580 Fairfield Rd., Fairfield
View 717-642-5844
m

mountainviewrealtypa@gmail.com
www.mountainviewreallypa.com
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SCHOOL NEWS

FASD seeks public input on comprehensive plan

he Fairfield Area School Dis-
trict seeks the publics input
into its educational program.

The district is forming its “Pro-
file of a Graduate” to determine
what skills a Fairfield Area School
Graduate should have in order
to succeed in today’s world. To
create that profile, Superinten-
dent Thomas ]. Haupt asks par-
ents, citizens, and business owners
to complete a survey that will be
available on the district website.

Haupt said during the school
board’s Sept. 11 work session that

he and his staff want to align Fair-
field’s curriculum to meet not
only state standards but the com-
munity’s needs. The “Profile of a
Graduate” will be used to revise
the districts comprehensive plan,
Haupt said. The initiative has three
goals:

Clear and consistent curricula
standards across all schools for all
students.

A commitment to focused and
comprehensive professional devel-
opment.

Effective instructional practices

across all classrooms in each school.

Haupt said it is important for
everyone to complete the survey
because a strong educational sys-
tem is important for a thriving
community.

“A well-defined profile of a
graduate will guide our educa-
tional programming and equip
our graduates with the essential
skills needed in the 21st Century
job market,” he said.

The anonymous survey will
ask participants to list up to
three skills they believe graduates

should possess, Haupt said. The
district kept the questionnaire
simple to achieve its goal of high
participation. Those who want to
share more information can vol-
unteer to join a focus group that
will be held in the future.

Board member Lisa Sturgis, a
former district teacher, expressed
concern about the district creating
acomprehensive plan it never uses.
Sturgis cited several initiatives the
district began with good inten-
tions then later stopped without
results. Haupt acknowledged the

concern, but assured the compre-
hensive plan will become the dis-
trict’s “North Star.” Haupt is in his
second year at Fairfield.

“These are skills employers,
universities, and the military are
expecting kids to have when they
leave us,” Haupt said. “This is not
something that just sounds great.
It is embedded into research and
we have to embed it into our cur-
riculum.”

The “Profile of a Graduate” sur-
vey will soon be available at www.

fairfieldpaschools.org.

FCPS Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program

Gary Randall
Frederick County
Pubic School System

CPS students performed above

state average in all subjects and
grade levels, according to the 2023
Maryland Comprehensive Assess-
ment Program (MCAP) results for
Math, English/Language Arts and
Science.

The results, released by the Mary-
land State Department of Educa-
tion last week, showed that FCPS
ranked consistently ranked in the
top quartile in Maryland with year-
over-year improvement in almost all
subjects and grade levels.

“We are pleased with the latest
MCAP results, but we know there
is room for improvement,” said
Dr. Jamie Aliveto, FCPS Chief of
Schools and Accountability. “We are
committed to continuous improve-
ment as a district and are focused

on helping every student achieve at

high levels.”
Some highlights:

Elementary results:

* 57 percent of test-takers
achieved a proficient or dis-
tinguished score on the ELA
assessment — 6-12 percentage
points above the state average.

* Elementary math scores
improved by 3-7 percentage
points, depending upon grade
level.

¢ FCPS ranked third in the state
on the Maryland Integrated

Science assessment results.

Middle School results:

* English Language Arts scores
increased by 5-7 percentage
points. Math scores improved
3-4 percentage points.

High School results:

* 76 percent of test takers scored

proficient or distinguished on
the English 10 assessment — an
improvement of 7 percentage
points from last year’s data.

A substantial percentage of stu-
dents scored just below the pro-
ficiency score cutoff and are
considered on the cusp of pro-
ficiency on many assessments.
FCPS, like districts across the
state, are facing achievement gaps
for students receiving special ser-
vices, including those with spe-
cial needs, multlingual students,
and students who receive free or
reduced meals.

The district maintains a commit-
ment to using data from a variety of
sources, incuding local assessment
measures, to evaluate student prog-
ress in our schools. The only assess-
ment with lower student performance
from prior years was eighth grade Sci-
ence, which mirrors results from other

districts in Maryland. The 8th grade
Maryland Integrated Science Assess-

r-*"-*

ment (MISA) is a comprehensive
assessment of content from grades 6-8.
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Gems in our backyard

The Sunderman Conservatory and
Majestic Theater in Gettysburg

Claire Doll
MSMU Class of 2024

On Friday, September 8th, Get-
tysburg College’s Sunderman

Conservatory presented Time for
Three, a musical group whose rep-
ertoire intersects between classical
music, Americana, and singer-song-
writer. Musicians Charles Yang on
violin and vocals, Nicholas “Nick”
Kendall on violin and vocals, and
Ranaan Meyer on double bass and
vocals join to provide the experience
of various eras and styles of Western
music. This performance took place
at the renowned Majestic Theater in
downtown Gettysburg.

Time for Three, a musical trio, pro-
duced a Grammy-winning album
which can be found on all platforms.
Letters for the Future includes seven
songs and features Kevin Puts, The
Philadelphia  Orchestra, Jennifer
Higdon, and Xian Zhang, Previous
performances include the Geneva
Music Festival in Geneva, New York,
the Princeton Festival in Princeton,
New Jersey, and the OKM Music
Festival in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
After performing in Gettysburg, the
group will perform with the India-
napolis Symphony in Indiana and
will tour venues such as The Para-
mount Theatre in Austin, Texas and
Mann Center for the Performing in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Gettysburg ~ Colleges  Sunder-
man Conservatory of Music fosters
the art of music within the greater
liberal arts college. There are sev-
eral impressive and unique oppor-
tunities to get involved with music,
including meeting renowned guest
artists and lecturers, travelling semes-
ters and summers abroad, and study-

ing under the exceptional faculty of

Gettysburg College. A wide range
of classes are offered each semes-
ter, including “Video Game Music:
Style, Technology, and Culture,”
“Wind Symphony,” and “African
Music: Juju to Hip Hop,” to encom-
pass the vast cultural and flexibilicy
of musical study itself.

Gettysburg Colleges Majestic The-
ater is just one venue within the Jenni-
fer and David LeVan Performing Arts
Center. Also including cinemas, an art
gallery, and more, the complex pro-
motes such performances and serves
the surrounding community as a place
for different shows, concerts, etc. In
a documentary produced by Carlee
Mayo, 22 who interned at the Majes-
tic Theater from 2022-2022, “Art for
Arts Sake” overviews the theater’s pur-
pose and operations. Professor James
Udden, Department Chair of Cinema
and Media Studies at Gettysburg Col-
lege, notes that the Majestic Theater
operates on a hybrid model of “both
live performances and movies” which
works best for the facility,. However,
“even then, it can’t really survive with-
out patrons—local people who are
interested in local culture.”

Jeffrey Gabel, Founding Execu-
tive Director of the Majestic The-
atet, notes the extraordinary history
of the small-town theater. In 1925—
almost one hundred years ago—
the Majestic Theater opened for the
first time on November 14th, serv-
ing as the largest vaudeville and silent
movie theater in south-central Penn-
sylvania. Today, the theater is located
conveniently next to the historic
Gettysburg hotel, the Lincoln Diner
and other restaurants, and just on
the edge of the Gettysburg Square, a
hotspot for tourists and locals alike.
The theater seated 1,2000 patrons
when it opened and promoted com-
merce, college, and community, as it
still does today.

The theater survived the Great

121 M, Selon Ave., Emmitsburg
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Depression and  thrived during
World War II, where locals would
come to watch news reels. A true
local community was fostered
during the 1950, followed by the
“glory years” of the 1960s. President
Dwight D. Eisenhower and First
Lady Mamie Eisenhower adored the
theater, regularly attending perfor-
mances and promoting the facility
even more. After surviving the great
fire in 1983, the decision was made
to “chop up” the theater into a mul-
tiplex, leaving it deconstructed and
deprived of its original beauty. From
1990-2005, a grand renovation proj-
ect, under the ownership of Gettys-
burg College, restored the theater to
its majestic presence.

“There are so many generous
patrons here in the Gettysburg area.
This is an incredibly generous com-
munity, for being such a small com-
munity,” says Gabel, reflecting on
the endurance of the theater and the
giving community surrounding it
over the past years.

The Majestic Theater, restored to
its original beauty, is one of many
venues within the center. Two
nightly cinemas serve as the region’s
premiere destination of award-win-
ning independent films. The com-
plex also has an art gallery, fit for
any social gatherings to enjoy with
friends and community members.
The Gold Patrons’ Lounge is perfect
for business meetings or luncheons
within the arts community; and the
balcony lobby houses receptions,
social events, cocktail parties, etc.

How do the Gettysburg Majestic
Theater and the Sunderman Con-
servatory of Music interact? Both
are owned by Gettysburg College
and not only foster student pur-
suits of the performing arts, but

Time for Three, a musical group whose repertoire intersects between clas-
sical music, Americana, and singer-songwriter.

also promote community engage-
ment and serve as fundamental for
the artistic scene of Gettysburg as a
historic town. The Sunderman Con-
servatory offers plenty of opportuni-
ties for students to flourish in their
musical study, being distinctly apart
of the Gettysburg College music
curriculum. As written on the col-
lege’s website for this program,
“Sunderman  unites  professional
artistic standards with the intellec-
tual and academic breadth of the
liberal arts in an environment of cre-
ative inquiry.” The Majestic Theater,
so historically rooted in Gettysburg
while fostering student and commu-
nity arts, serves as an extension to
the conservatory, as another oppor-
tunity for students to perform and
apply their musical studies.

“It’s this sort of cultural Mecca
in Gettysburg that has nothing to
do with the Civil War,” says Profes-
sor Udden at the beginning of the
documentary, before any images are
shown. “And thats what's so great
about it,” he adds with a laugh. And

while Udden might be joking, the
historical significance of the theater
adds an artistic and extraordinary
characteristic to Gettysburg, a town
most defined by the Civil War.

The Majestic Theater’s upcom-
ing October events range greatdy. On
October 2nd, “Great Art on Screen:
Titian — the Empire of Color” pre-
mieres at 12 p.m. On October 6th,
“Mom Foolery” brings a comedic
scene to the theater. Other musi-
cals, including Prom and A Christ-
mas Carol, are featured later in the
year as well.

To learn more about the Sun-
derman Conservatory of Music
at Gettysburg College, search the
“Sunderman Conservatory” under
“Academic Programs” at www.get-
tysburg.edu and explore the oppor-
tunities available for students.

Lastly, if you missed the experi-
ence on September 8th, be sure to
attend a performance by Time for
Three or find their newest album
Letters for the Future on any
streaming service.

PIANO

Jtwamer’s

SHOP

Family-owned & operated since 1974

=

SALES - TUNING - LESSONS - MOVING

12049 Woodsboro Pike, New Midway
301-898-3245 www.kramerspianoshop.com

Mom Foolery comedy to Majestic

our funny moms bring the
laughter to Gettysburg Col-
lege’s Majestic Theater on  Fri-
day, October 6 at 7:30 p.m. with
clean comedy show Mom Fool-
ery. Celebrating the hardest job on
the planet, professional comedians
Karen Bergreen, Karen Morgan,
Sara Shea, and Nancy Witter cre-
ate a hilarious night out all moms
deserve.
“Mom Foolery is more fun than
a cell phone full of TikTok jokes,”
quipped Jeffrey Gabel, the Majes-
tics founding executive director.
“Motherhood is hard, and that’s
probably why moms are the best

at poking fun at life. These funny
moms share extremely relatable
stories about babies, toddlers, and
especially teens!”

“Mother knows, err, jest” as the
funny ladies behind Mom Foolery
remind us, and their silly behav-
ior and hilarious anecdotes are
sure to help mothers in the audi-
ence maintain their sanity. Each of
the professional comedians brings
decades of experience in comedy —
and motherhood — to the Gettys-
burg stage.

Hailing from New York City,
Karen Bergreen graduated from
Harvard and worked as an attorney
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before making her parents proud
by quitting to become a nation-
ally touring stand-up comic. She’s
appeared on Comedy Central,
the Oxygen Network, and Law
& Order. Fellow attorney Karen
Morgan is a native of Georgia and
now lives in Maine with her family.
Appearing as a finalist on Nick-
elodeon’s “Search for the Funni-
est Mom in America,” Morgan can
be heard on Sirius XM Radio and
Dry Bar Comedy. Soft-spoken Sara
Shea offers her fun and unique per-
spectives, and has starred in her
own Bananas! Clean Comedy spe-
cial. She can be heard on iHeart
Radio and Tunein Comedy Radio.
Nancy Witter grew up in a large
Irish “Cathaholic” family before
becoming a single mother — giv-
ing her a trove of material to fuel
her long comedy career which
has taken her to Las Vegas, the
Ms. Senior America pageant, and
the Rachel Ray Show. She’s based
out of Wilmington, N.C. and has
toured nationally as a comedian,
coach, and motivational speaker.
Tickets for Mom Foolery start
at $30 and are available now at the
Majestic Theater Box Office, 25
Carlisle St., Gettysburg, by calling
717- 337-8200 or online at www.
gettysburgmajestic.org.
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Mount theatre director Dr. Kurt Blaugher retires

Ashley Walczyk
MSMU Class of 2024

arlier this year, in spring,

Dr. Kurt Blaugher officially
retired from the Fine Arts Depart-
ment, ending his 36-year career.

Since his time from entering the
program in 1987, he has directed
over 70 shows, including that of
musicals and plays. The range of
shows includes anything from
Shakespeare, modern music, trag-
edies, comedies, etc. Throughout
his time, there have been only a
handful of repeated shows.

In an interview with Dr.
Blaugher, he started with a topic
that was covered prior to this arti-
cle. A large concern of his was the
lack of people, mostly males, audi-
tioning for shows. When talking,
he exclaimed that many high
school programs are struggling to
form cohesive shows due to the
lack of funding of programs. A
lot of school has since closed the-
ater programs and productions
since the first round of COVID-
19 lockdown begun.

A lot more issues arose with
theater productions, and not just
in high schools. Dr. Blaugher
believes that professional theater
has not come back since COVID-
19. A lot of shows have catered
to a newer version of theater, one
that could be found over Zoom or
recorded for an audience. While
the shift in live theater might be
upsetting for some, playwrights
have responded in a way that
helped create an easier directing
experience. Many  playwrights
have accommodated or written
plays that utilize the technolog-
ical environment. Some colleges
and professional theater compa-
nies use special effects to create
settings and props in these new
plays online.

While COVID-19 can be to
blame for a lack of theatrical per-
formances, Dr. Blaugher made it
known that while we have a small
program on campus, he did the
best with it. One of the first things
mentioned was how he could not
pick a favorite or most-memorable
show. In his words, he exclaimed
the question felt similar to asking
a parent to pick over their chil-
dren. Reminiscing on the previ-

ous shows, he had produced a few
stories to tell.

When he was first hired by the
late Father Nusbaum, he was to
establish a club similar to high
school experiences, and then
some. His goal was to not only cre-
ate a place for reminiscing on high
school productions, but also for
people to go beyond and experi-
ence theater at its core value: con-
veying the story of the playwright
to an audience. Dr. Blaugher also
served as department chair from
1998 to 2008.

He reminds us of what the lib-
eral arts education is all about.
When discussing the root of the
education, Dr. Blaugher reveals
that storytelling is what has pros-
pered over the course of human
history. The connection an audi-
ence member has with an actor is
one of the best feelings, and from
personal experience, can be the
best moment in a show entirely.
Storytellers connect with their
audiences, allowing for the imag-
ination to prosper and thrive.
Pathos connects humans together,
allowing for us to express our
emotions. Some of the best sto-
rytellers engage with the human
emotion, which is why theater can
be so effective when moving an
audience to sudden joy or sadness.

In all of the shows, Dr. Blaugher
describes a handful of memo-
ries. One of the most memorable
encounters he had with an audi-
ence member was a father of a girl
performing in A Midsummer’s
Night Dream. The bond between
a father and daughter is well-
known as a bond that is unbreak-
able. For this father, he still saw her
as a licdle girl. The daughter played
Hippolyta and Titania, which is a
common pairing for the show. Dr.
Blaugher remembers sitting next

to the father as he is watching his
liccle girl on stage. When she came
out, she appeared in a beautiful,
floor-length, empire-waisted pur-
ple gown. Dr. Blaugher remem-
bers feeling a shift in the father
sitting next to him. He saw his lit-
tle girl in a new light, as a woman
on stage. A change in an audience
member makes a show memorable
for good.

Another show he remembers is
a sequence of performances done
in COVID. This was unfamiliar
territory for a lot of people, espe-
cially directors. During this time,
shows were written to accommo-
date to the unfamiliar territory of
live Zoom shows and recorded the-
atrical productions. To reiterate a
previous point, this caused a large
shift in theater, which changed a lot
of productions in the last three to
four years. The first show that Dr.
Blaugher did, after COVID-19 reg-
ulations ended, was The Wolves.

A show they did twice was The
Trojan Women, which is a show
based on the fallen queen of Troy
and her family at the end of the Tro-
jan War. The entirety of the show
has a women cast, which is inter-
esting due to the fates of each of
the characters. The first show per-
formed was in translation and the
second version was more modern.
The cool part about this show was
the engagement of not only theat-
rical students, but other students in
the fine arts department. Some of
the music students go to write cho-
rus music for the tragic moments
in the play, which also made it on
the memorable moments list.

He wishes to encourage students,
given the current situation, that as
an actor, there are moments that
you really connect with your audi-
ence on stage. The ability for one to
act and move an audience is mem-

s
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Dr. Blaugher talking to the cast of Fall 2006's Antigone.

orable entirely. Theater is all of the
thing thataren’, its all the things that
make you a human being.

In my first year, I participated
in the fall semester play The
Wolves, and the spring semester
play, Silent Sky. Both of my roles
were casted by Dr. Blaugher, and
during both shows, I got to know
him as a director. He is passionate
in what he does, and the choices
he makes as a director are wonder-
ful. He is a great mentor for some-
one who takes theater seriously or
does it for fun. Dr. Blaugher cre-
ated a wonderful environment
and has made the theater into
a place of storytelling. We will
deeply miss him and all the won-

derful things he has done for the
department.

Although he s retired, you can still
catch Dr. Blaugher on campus. He
is still under contract with the insti-
tution, and for the semester, he will
be holding a couple of classes as well
as directing the semester play. This
will most likely be his last directed
performance, so if you can, go out
and enjoy the show in November.
It will be a Thanksgiving themed
show, with a modern twist. The dates
for this show will be from the 16th
through the 18th. More information

will come out next month.

10 read past Mount Arts articles, visit the
Author’s section of Emmitsburg.net.
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CATOCTIN SPORTS

Fall sport festivities

Gina Lin CHS Class of 2024
Richelle Zheng CHS Class of 2025

Ezeryone can agree that the start of

chool can be rough, as we have
to hibernate the easy going practices of
summer. Bu, there are positives to look
forward to such as fall festvities! While
we are still adjusting our sleep schedules
and daily routine, Catoctin sports teams
have been training hard, and are well
into their season making headlines.
This year, there are different Cato-
ctin sports teams , such as soccer and
shining in the limelight such as the
golf and soccer teams. This makes
sense as the playing field has changed
due to seniors having graduated and a
new wave of freshmen players.
Catoctin boys soccer team debuted
powerfully this season with a win against
St. James. Their first game commenced
on September 5th. Elias Irons led the
team with two goals. Erick Lopez, Pat-
rick Morlan, and Matthew Offut also

contributed goals. Trons also led the
team in two assists. Cody Faulkner and
Franklyn Pefia added a few assists. The
teams next game took place on Septem-
ber 7th. After a hard fought game, the
Cougars fell to the Fort Hill High Sen-
tinels. Some highlights from the defense
and offense include a corner kick from
Offut assisted by Pefia. The Cougars
defeated James Buchanan High School
3-1 on September 12¢h. In the first half
goals were made by Irons and Offut
with assists from Morlan and Pefa.
The second half was secured by a goal
from Mattthew Offut. Defense honor-
able mentions include Cody Faulkner,
Brayden Grable, Erick Lopez, Michael
Metz, and Robert Ruch.

The Catoctin golf team has also
experienced  notable
in the onset of this season with sev-
eral wins and a successful fundraising
event. The golf team has had numer-
ous wins so far this season, the first

being against Brunswick High School
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on August 23rd, with a score of 198-
169. Peyton Cramer took the lead for
Catoctin with a 38, which also con-
sisted of two birdies. Justin Mehall,
Griffin Hench, and Delaney Hench
contributed to the score as well, with
Mehall shooting a 41; and Griffin and
Delaney Hench shooting a 51 and 53
respectively. Then, at the teams next
game on August 24th, Catoctin won
a hard fought match against Freder-
ick High School Cadets and Linganore
High School Lancers. Catoctin secured
a win against the Cadets, 170-223.
After a close match against the Lanc-
ers, the Cougars were one point short.
The final score ended with 169-170.
The highlights of the match include
Peyton Cramer shooting a one under
par 35, he became the low medalist of
this match. Jordan Moore shot a 44
with Griffin and Delaney Hench both
each scoring 49. On August 31st, the
golf team had another tri-school match
against Smithsburg High School and
Boonsboro High School Warriors. The
Cougars prevailed against Smithsburg
with a 178-168 win but fell to the War-
riors, 155-168. In this match, Mehall
shotan even par of 36, which consisted
of one eagle and two birdies. This game
marked Mehall’s lowest career match
score ever. Peyton Cramer shot a 38,
including one birdie during his third,
and a 40 in the following round. Grif-
fin Hench and Keagan Savage also
made some career lows during this
match with Griffin Hench scoring a 47
and Savage scoring a48. Jordan Moore
came through with a 41 followed Del-
aney Hench with a 57. The Catoctin
golf team then played a tough match
against Middletown High School on
September 13th, with the score being,
156-170. However, the team still went
all out during this fierce match, with
Moore leading the team with a score
of 39. Cramer shot a 41 and Mehall
scored a 42 in this match. Moreover,
Grithn Hench finalized the team's
score with a 48. Although the Cougars
lost against Middletown on Septem-

The Catoctin Cougars soccer team shows great potential this season.

ber 13th, Catoctin rebounded with
two wins the next day against North
Hagerstown  (164-205) and  Clear
Spring (164-220). This game was a
nine-school match. The team came
through and finished strong, placing
Catoctin third out of the nine schools.
Peyton Cramer was the low medalist
of the whole event with a 2 over par
round of 38 shot. Mehall and Moore
both shot a 40 and Savage scored a 46
with a chip in birdie on the last hole of
his turn. After this momentous match,
Catoctins golf record increased 5-4
with the Cougars having a winning
record for the first time in ages. Add-
ing onto the golf team’s great success so
far this season was their Putt-a-Thon
fundraiser that occurred on September
12th. Their fundraiser event had great
success with the help of Jason Moore
and the amazing donors who donated
to help support this program.
Catoctin football played their first
game of the season on September 1st
against Boonsboro High School War-
riors. After a back and forth game), the
Cougars conceded to the Warriors,
20-24. The Cougars faced Mountain
Ridge High School during their sec-
ond game of the season on September
7 and lost 12- 43. But, the Cou-
gars saw improvement in their next
two games. Catoctin football’s first
win of the season occurred on Sep-
tember 14 against the Williamsport
High School Wildcats. Quarterback
Haydn Mathews made passes at 258
yards and made four touchdowns.

On the receiving end, Shaymus Stull
contributed 144 receiving yards and
two touchdowns. Charles Dough-
erty and Vince Reaver also contrib-
uted touchdowns. Alex Hauk, Logan
Malachowski, Vince Reaver each con-
tributed an interception respectively.
Finally, Jorge Dias- Nicholas added
three field goals and four extra points
after touchdowns.

The Cougars took on Tuscarora
High School Titans. Cougars domi-
nated the field and swooped up a win
against the Titans. Haydn Mathews
made one touch down at 95 yards. Later
on, Mathews added two more touch-
downs. Shaymus Stull had 29 receiv-
ing yards and Vince Reaver contributed
51 receiving yards and one touch-
down. Jacob Bell managed 62 yards
with rushing plays. Hunter Bradshaw
scored a touchdown with 33 rushing
yards. Additionally, Dylon Grey con-
tributed one touch down with 43 yards
of rushing plays. Moreover, Logan Mal-
achowski and Hunter Bradshaw added
an interception. The score totaled 35-6,
Catoctin to Tuscarora.

Some highlights from the girls field
hockey team include a hard fought win
at Tuscarora High School. Goals were
scored by Madison Ball and Annalise
Abruzzese, with assists from Grace Wil-
liams. 15 saves were made by Natalie
Hoyt. Some shootout goals were added
by Grace Williams and Josey Schafer.

16 read past Catoctin Sports articles, visit the
Current Events section of Emmitsburg net.
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MOUNT SPORTS

The Year of the Snake—Mount Men’s Soccer

Steve Morano
MSMU Class of 2024

n August 24th, some of the

most bizarre events to ever
happen at Waldron Family Sta-
dium occurred. After a lighting
delay dispersed both the Mount
and Bucknell teams back into
the locker room, a two-foot black
snake crept onto the field, coil-
ing itself up, cementing its place
on the field. Eventually, line judge
Scarlett Agrawal was able to grab
the snake with the aid of her line
flag and throw it off the field. But
by the time the serpent made its
way onto the field, the Mount was
down 2-1, eventually losing to the
Bisons by the same scoreline. But
much like the weird events of the
night, there are many things in
store for the team.

At the end of the 2022 cam-
paign, the Mountaineers had a
record of 7-9-1, with a conference
record of 3-6-1, with their wins in
the MAAC coming from Canis-
ius, St. Peters, and Rider. Defen-
sive woes held the team back,
with opponents outscoring them
40-23. This may have held the
offense back, as they had to con-
stantly worry about the oppo-
nents’ level of attacking prowess.
But so far in this year’s cam-
paign, opponents are only out-
scoring the Mount 15-7, with the
ratio between goals scored and
goals given up much closer than
this time last year—specifically in
the game against James Madison
University (No. 6 in the nation),
where the Mount Lost 6-0, which
makes up for many of the con-
ceded goals this year. If you take
those six goals out of the equa-
tion, then the Mount is only out-
scored 9-6.

But what makes up this defen-
sive upgrade from last year? Well,
the level of defenders has drasti-
cally gotten better. With the addi-
tion of freshman, Maks Czyz of
Alesund, Norway, Gavin Watt, a
graduate student from Duquesne,
and graduate student, Mackie
Sacarellos, formerly of UMBC,
the defense has been completely
overhauled. And with Ethan Rus-
sell, the senior goalkeeper having
much more experience after play-
ing in 15 games last season for the
Mountaineers, his confidence has
surely gone up. But with all the
defensive upgrades, what has the
offense been up to, and how can
they further help with goal-sup-
port to help give their defenders a
cushion?

Although he is listed as a mid-
fielder/defender, graduate student
Ammit Bhogal is the team’s top
goal scorer, notching two goals
in six games. After him, fresh-
man Junee Lee, sophomore Bobby
Marstellar, ~ junior =~ Dominik
Topolsky, senior Erick Villatoro,
and the aforementioned Sacarel-
los all have one goal apiece for the
Mountaineers. Some defenders
are amongst the goal scorers; this
will offer a diverse amount of scor-
ing options for the Mountaineers

this season. With such a spread of
goals amongst all members of the
team across positions, it is hard
to say that there will be a lack of
goals scored. With that, they will
create difficulties for opponents
across the pitch. This is what head
coach Bryan Cunningham will
expect of his team in the season
going forward.

But how has the team been
doing so far this season? Cur-
rently, the Mountaineers are 1-4-
1, with their one and only win
coming in a 2-1 win against Fair-
field in their first conference game
of the year on September 16th.
Before then, the Mount went five
games without a win, with a 2-1
loss to Bucknell, a 1-1 tie with
Radford, a 2-1 loss to Longwood,
a 3-2 loss against Delaware and
the aforementioned 6-0 defeat
against JMU constituting their
tough start to the season. As their
conference play begins, they play
Manhattan, St. Peter’s Marist,
Canisius, Quinnipiac, Siena, and
Rider in a one-month span from
September 23rd to October 25¢h.
They round out their season with
a game away at lona and a home
game in Emmitsburg against
Niagara on November 1st.

The difficulties in their sched-
ule lie in that month span, where
they play Quinnipiac, the confer-
ence champions of last year and
Manbhattan, who finished third in
the conference as well. But in their
final two games of the year are up
against the 2nd and fourth placed
finishers in the 2022 season in
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Graduate student Ammit Bhogal scored the 90th minute winner for the Mount in the 2-1 win over Fairfield.

Iona and Niagara. This packed
schedule may be the shortcom-
ing of the team this year, as the
team will have to play great com-
petition with little rest in between
games.

Although the MAAC overall is
a tough soccer conference, there is
resilience within this Mountain-
eers side. This is ever more pres-
ent if you consider the win against
Fairfield. The freshman Lee played
an amazing volley by grad stu-
dent, Raimondo Partito past the
Stags goalkeeper the 18th min-
ute to give the Mount a 1-0 lead.
And although a great appearance
in front of the sticks by Russel,
which included a saved penalty
to keep the lead, Fairfield drew it
level 88th minute, making it 1-1.
But with their teams confidence
behind them, the Mount drew

a free kick on the outside of the
box a minute later. Grad student,
Luc Holden put a excellent free
kick into the box, which initially
punched out by Fairfield’s goal-
keeper, found the foot of Bhogal
who made it 2-1 in the 90th min-
ute in favor of the Mountaineers.
Waldron went crazy.

“Its great, to help the team
secure the three points.” Bhogal
Said post-game. He was partic-
ularly emotional after the game,
dropping to his knees and grab-
bing the “M” badge on his shirt
when the siren sounded to end the
game. “Listen, we haven't had the
best start, but they [the fans] have
been here every single game sup-
porting us and to get those three
points, it was all for the fans.” He
added. With this last-minute win
for the Mount, this will surely

bring confidence for the rest of the
scason. Cunningham said after
the game that, “Is going to be
the end of the regular season really
fast, and the goal is just trying to
get into that top six, thats our
goal right now with this group.”
With these games coming thick
and fast for the Mountaineers in
the 2023 MAAC campaign, these
games will of course become more
challenging as they play tougher
competition. But with an over-
hauled team full of veteran talent,
the rarity of a lonely black snake
will be heavily outweighed by the
great performance of the Mount
and what is to come. (Photo via

Tyler Kraft/Mount Achletics)

1o read past Mount Sports articles,
visit the Current Events section of
Emmitsburg.net.

IT’S TIME TO EXPERIENCE
AUTO REPAIR
DONE RIGHT

SCHEDULE SERVICE TODAY!

BRAKES + OIL CHANGES + FLUID SERVICES
TRANSMISSION « STATE INSPECTIONS « ENGINE REPAIR

WHERE CUSTOMERS BECOME FRIENDS!

DYNAMIC AUTOMOTIVE
20 Creamery Way - Emmitsburg, MD 21727
P 301-447-2800 - OPEN MON-FR1 TAM-5PM

flw DO

Visit us at DynamicAutomotive.net

Servinng bhe area

MeLanghfin's Producs

= faw awd O Furnaoes and Bodlers
= (T gard G Py aurdd Firdags

= Giws Logs and Fireploces

= et FArdyr Prewinor Gl

- Giws Evergermey Crrmermiors

= Tamkfes Waker Heaters

= thuradoer Living Prodwcns

Chver A0 Warking Gas Logs,
Lecen and Meateer on [Nsplay

e
Wisa

for 61 Years! ___..;-=-=-='="==‘:_._-_‘—_*I'_

/lé,faaqéén

Energy Services

Specializing in Propane and
Heating Qils Delivery and Service

Mo Wenrries with aur

casy sudeh over servioe,

= Law post oF A cost Tasiail

= Na kldden cosrs i faes

= Awtwwatic ar Bl Call delivery

= Equal Worshiy Payovent oo

= M Nowr Emergency Sernvice

= Lawest competitive price possible

= i A adaiosr ANY un'.d'l’u VEITAT

Molaughln's affers 0 misls range of rank
apnlivmkans e ol pooT fod needs, fram
5 o P P00 padian s, Inguidee oo

We are a Generac Generator sales and
service dealer. Let MclLaughlin’s take care of all your
power needs from home standby to portable!

We gl affer free guoates and exiimaries for iy
apriicalion vou v need for vaur opre or Dusiness,
www. MclHeat.com

Laowaraeed teeer Over pthe Moumiadn b Raezeraille!

A family ovned and operated business since 1954
Dedicated to providing vour propane and Heating Ol needs!
11931 Buchanan Trail East, Waynesboro
717-762-5711| 1-800-463-5711




42 | EMMITSBURG NEWS-JOURNAL | OCTOBER 2023

COMPLEMENTARY CORNER

Fall cleaning... what?

Jefferson Breland

We have Spring Cleaning? Why
not Fall Cleaning? It makes so
much more sense.

Toward the end of last months col-
umn, | suggested you do a Personal
Energy Audit.

“Doyou get enough sleep.” “Do you
drink iced beverages.” “Do you wear
enough clothing to stay warm.” “Do
you take regular breaks from working,
even at home?” I proposed eating a lit-
tle bit less.

What I did not do was offer reasons
for these questions other than the con-
text of “to take advantage of nature’s
energy and use it for your healing.”

On September 23, 2023 at approx-
imately 2:49 am the Autumnal Equi-
nox occurred.

Now this is actually a big deal. Only
twice a year is daytime and nighttime
the same length. Everything in our
solar system has to be just so for this
balancing act to occur.

If you were awake, did you feel dif-
ferent? Did you wake up around 3:00
am and not know why? Did you notice
anything different about yourself when
woke up later on Saturday morning?

Sure, there are many reasons we
might wake up at 3:00 am. The equi-
nox only gives two opportunities a
year to use it as a reason for waking up.
There are also the Winter and Summer
solstices that may interrupt our sleep.

Well, there are also the transitions
between seasons. According to Chinese
medicine, there are transitions between
Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall that
last 18 days each. During these 18
days, the earths energy gradually shifts
from one to the next. This makes sense
as it would be very strange and uncom-

fortable if there was a sudden energetic
shift from one season to the next.

Sometimes it feels like Nature does
this. We might say something like,
“Wow, today is definitely a Fall day”
And this is misleading, it simply means
the day feels like what we think a Fall
day should feel like.

In truth, the seasons shift gradually.
This slow daily transition is necessary
for nature to prepare for the next sea-
son. I would also venture the virtually
undetectable shift is necessary to pre-
pare for the next day. We know our
health can be effected by a cold snap or
asudden heat wave.

In last month’s column, T bet you
dollars to donuts you already have
an embodied experience of Nature’s
energy. My question was, “Do you
have a favorite season?”

Chances are everyone has some
preference for a particular time of
year. Some people like all the sea-
sons. These people are annoyingly
accommodating.

Each season has a certain frequency
which we align with or not. When we
dont align, we may experience signs
and symptoms of that “disharmony”
such as allergies, emotional shifts,
decreased energy, or weight gain/loss.
Western medicine diagnoses some of
these signs and symptoms as Seasonal
Affective Disorder, or “SAD.”

Quantum mechanical theory is the
closest Western science has come to
describing the ancient fundamental
concept of Chinese medicine called Qi
(pronounced, “chee”).

According to Chinese medicine,
everything is QL. According to Quan-
tum theory, everything is energy.
Where the concept of Qi goes further
than Quantum theory; is the belief that

Qi and therefore all energy has purpose
and therefore consciousness.

Another unique distinction Chi-
nese medicine offers is the belief that
different types of Qi have different
purposes. It is as if the electricity that
powers your home has different pur-
poses. Some electricity would only
work the lightbulb. Other type of
electricity would only work with your
refrigerator. Another type would only
work with a television.

According to Chinese medicine, Qi
has these different purposes or func-
tions. There is Lung Qi, Liver Qj,
Stomach Qi, Kidney Qi, and Heart
Qi to name a few. Each of these Qi has
specific functions to support our bod-
ies health in relationship to each of the
others. Qi is part of a unified whole.

Our society’s foundational scien-
tific models and therefore our culture
doesnt think this way. Long before
the discovery of quantum physics,
scientists developed theories about
our planet, solar system, and by
extension, our bodies as being mech-
anistic. Early branches of science did
the math on this concept and got the
calculations close enough to match
their beliefs so then proposed it as
fact and created “The Laws of Phys-
ics.” They pronounced, “This is the
way the world works.”

Embedded in the mechanistic view
of the universe and our bodies is linear
thinking expressed as “cause and effect”
and the smallest component of ourre-
ality” is matter, some particle of some-
thing solid.

These tiny bits of matter make up
the bigger things of our world like
atoms, chemicals, rocks, bacteria, and
animals such as ourselves which are
essentially interchangeable.

If we have a symptom, Western
medicine practitioners look at the indi-
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vidual bits of us to see what is caus-
ing the effect. When they cant figure
out what the cause is, they treat the
symptom, replace the bits that can be
replaced, or cut the bits out entirely.

The “alleged” fact of a mech-
anistic world has misinformed
hundreds of years of science and
therefore, medicine.

Back to the personal energy audit.

The questions I asked (and the one
suggestion) pertain to relationships in
the body that effect our health. Sleep,
digestioxn, and fatgue are common
concerns with all of us. The seasonal
allergies I mentioned in last months
column affect the quality of life of mil-
lions of people.

Chinese medicine does not look at
each of these areas of health concerns
as separate concerns. Every symptom
occurs in relationship to the whole
body as well as the external world and
very, very, very; rarely has one cause. It
is so rare, I can’ think of any symptom
that has one cause. (Please see my ear-
lier column(s) on epigenetics.)

Symptoms emerge from a con-
stellation of factors or influences.
Any one of these factors, on their
own, is not necessarily significant
enough to effect our health.

Our bodys various forms of Qi
work to balance these influences on
our health. The goal of our Qi is to
support life. When our bodys Qi
becomes depleted, we will experience
subtle signs and symptoms.

If we do not recognize or address
our body’s subtle messages of imbal-
ances, our body will express louder and
louder messages until we have a full-
blown condition or disease.

"The questions of the personal energy
audit offer a beginning understanding
of how we might use the energy of the
Fall season to help us help our health.

The questions can be the beginning of
a “Fall Cleaning,”

The very nature of Fall is about let-
ting go and preparation. The treeslet go
of their leaves. Various birds and mam-
mals will cache or hide food they will
use in the coming months. Humans
make (or buy) warmer clothes. Histor-
ically, we harvest crops and prepare to
store them for Winter.

All of these activities involve some
storing or conserving of energy. Gen-
erally speaking, it is easier to “let go” to
conserve energy than to work harder o
gain more energy. With regard to get-
ting more sleep, it is a practice of letting
go of a bit more of the day in order to
not only conserve Qi, but also to build
Qi. As I have said before, babies do not
grow by going to the gym. They grow
by sleeping;

In the Fall, trees teach us what helps
is to let go of what no longer serves.
They let go of their leaves which have
served their purpose and it is simply
time to let them go.

In humans, these “letting go”s might
indude old dothes, 8-track tapes, extra
helpings of food, negative stories we tell
about ourselves and others, “unhealthy”
relationships, and/or beliefs that limit
the possibility of healing.

Nature teaches us life that contin-
ues by moving from one season to the
next. The natural energy of each the
seasons offers us a blueprint to how we
might discover those energies in our-
selves and how to use them. We need
only pay attention or ask your local
acupuncturist.

Jefferson is a board-certified, licensed acu-

puncturist who has been studying philos-

ophies of healing for the past 15 years. If
you want to learn more about how to help

yourself, contact him at 410-336-5876
or jeffersonacupuncture@gmail.com
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FITNESS & HEALTH

Positive thinking!

Linda Stultz
Certified Fitness Trainer

Positive thinking is the most pow-
erful thing we can do for our-
selves. I have been working with
someone who has changed my think-
ing and life in a very positive way. She
has taught me to always look for the
good and the positive in everything,
I will admit, sometimes it is not easy
and I have to think about it for a little
while but there is always something,
Dont beat yourself up if those nega-
tive thoughts still come to you, just try
to have them less and less and hope-
fully they will be replaced by positive
ones more and more.

If we tell ourselves something is
going to go wrong or something is
bad then we start to believe it. I didnt
realize how even small thoughts or
words like “I'm worried sick” can
impact how we feel and our over-
all health if we keep thinking that
way. Losing weight is a positive and
healthy thing, Thinking about it can
be daunting and thinking about how
to do it can be even harder but think-
ing about the final outcome is a very
positive pleasure.

Positive thinking can help us in so
many ways. People have found new
employment by believing in them-
selves and portraying that at an inter-
view. If you go into that interview

with the idea that you are not going
to get the job then chances are you
may not because the boss saw too. Of
course, | dont mean be overly boast-
ful and say you can do anything just
be honest and be willing to work hard
to learn what you don't know.

If you go into an interview with a
positive attitude and show the person
you are enthusiastic about the com-
pany and show you are willing and
interested in learning that may just
be what they are looking for. Positive
thinking will always have a better out-
come than being negative and down
on things. Even if you dont get the
outcome you hoped for you will have
that experience and knowledge going
forward to the next adventure.

Energy is all around us. It can be
negative energy or positive energy.
The positive energy is what we need
to tap into and keep around us at all
times. Positive thoughts, words and
feeling are what keeps us going in the
right direction. I know sometimes it’s
hard to stay positive when things are
not going as we hoped they would.
During these times we need to dig
deep into ourselves to find whatever
we have to keep going,

Surrounding ourselves with pos-
itive people is also very important.
We may not realize how other peo-
ple’s feeling, attitude and energy can
affect us. I'm sure you can think of a
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person or two that always leaves you
feeling down or discouraged when
they are around. On the bright side,
I'm sure you also know someone that
makes you feel better when they are
around. Some people just brighten
a room when they come in or just
make you feel better when you are
with them. These are the ones you
want to see often.

Energy, either negative or positive
can transfer from others to you. We
may not realize it but think about how
you feel when you know someone is
coming for a visit. If you are think-
ing, oh I dread sceing them, then you
may want to consider changing your
plans. On the other hand, if you are
always happy to see someone because
you have a good time with them and
feel good during and after their visit

these are the people you want to have
in your life. We all have to deal with
negative people and events but it is
how we let them affect us that can be
harmful to our lives.

Positive energy is all around us, we
just need to look for it and figure out
how to use it for our benefit. Find a
few positive affirmations and keep
them tucked in your mind. When-

ever you find yourself feeling down or
doubtful, recite some positive words
and you will feel better. We can not
have negative and positive feelings
at the same time so when the nega-
tive thoughts creep into your mind
chase them away with happy, positive
thoughts. Stay positive and motiva-
tion will keep you going. Remember
to keep moving]
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ASTRONOMY

The night sky of October

Professor Wayne Wooten

For October 2023. The waning gib-
b

ous moon rises just north of bright
Jupiter on October 1st, about 9 p.m..
The last quarter moon is on October
6th. The waning crescent moon passes
just above brilliant Venus, with the star
Regulus in Leo sandwiched between
them (great photo op)).

The big event is of course the par-
tial solar edlipse at new moon on Satur-
day, October 14. The eclipse begins at
10:41 a.m. 70% of the Sun will be cov-
ered about noon, and the moon leaves
the suns disk about 1:50 p.m.. You will
need to use safe filters, such as eclipse
viewers, to visually or photographically
observe this event.

But farther west, in Texas and New
Mexico, the moon will pass directly in
front of the Sun. But this time it is not a
total eclipse, since the moon is near apo-
gee in its orbit, too distant and small to
over the whole sun. Next April 8, the
doser moon will give much of the cen-
tral US up to four minutes of totality.
As about 10% of the Sun is still visible
round the rim of the moon, this ring of
fire is called an annular solar eclipse.

The most dramatic of all is the bro-
ken annular eclipse, such as Merry
photographed on May 30, 1984, then
the sizes match so closely that only
tiny bits of sunlight (Bailey’s Beads)
leak through the lunar valleys, while
the rest of the Sun was blocked. This
perfect alignment only lasted eleven
seconds, so Merry was delighted to
take this shot that made the cover of
the Astronomical Leagues Reflector
magazine in June 1984.

Mercury lies too close to the Sun for
visibility from Earth this month. Venus
by contrast is at its greatest brilliancy as

A partial solar eclipse at the new moon on Saturday, October 14. The
eclipse begins at 9:41 a.m. 70% of the sun will be covered by about eleven,
and the moon leaves the sun’s disk about 12:50 p.m.

awaxing crescent in the dawn as Octo-
ber begins. It reaches greatest elonga-
tion west of the Sun on October 23rd
at 48 degrees in front of the rising sun.
On the edge of her orbit, Venus will
then appear exactly halflit. Mars is now
lost behind the Sun as well. Jupiter and
Saturn are both well placed for evening
observing. Jupiter reaches opposition
in early November, and rises about 10
PM in the northeast in Taurus at mid-
month. But Saturn is well up in the
SE at sunset in Capricorn. Its rings are
now tilted about six degrees to our line
of sight, and closing become edge on at
its equinox in May 2025, almost invis-
ible from earth for weeks.

The Big Dipper falls lower cach eve-
ning. By the end of October, it will be
only the three stars in the handle of Dip-
per still visible in the northwestern twi-
light. By contrast, the Little Dipper, while
much fainter, is always above our north-
ern horizon here along the Gulf Coast.

To the southwest, Antares and Scor-
pius also set soon after twilight, and will
be gone by months end. East of the
Scorpions tail is the teapot shape of Sag-
ittarius, which marks the heart of our

Milky Way galaxy. Saturn lies above
of the pour spout now. Looking like a
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coud of steam coming out of the tea-
pots spout is the fine Lagoon Nebula,
M-8, easily visible with the naked eye.

The brightest star of the northem
hemisphere, Vega dominates the sky
overhead. To the northeast of Vega is
Deneb, the brightest star of Cygnus the
Swan. To the south is Altair, the bright-
est star of Aquila the Eagle, the third
member of the three bright stars that
make the Summer Triangle so obvious
in the NE these dear autumn evenings.
To the east of Altair lies tiny Delphinus,
a rare case of a constellation that does
look like its namesake.

To the south, Saturn is in the head
of Capricornus, and Jupiter above its
tail. Aquarius and Pisces are among the
faintest of the zodiacal constellations,
and need dark skies to pick out. Fomal-
haut is the only first magnitude star of
the SE fall sky, and stands alone above
the SE horizon now.

To the east, the square of Pegasus is a
beacon of fall. If the southern skies of Fall
look sparse, it is because we are looking
away from our Galaxy into the depths
of intergalactic space. The constellation
Cassiopeia makes a striking W, rising
in the NE as the Big Dipper sets in the
IN'W. Polaris lies about midway between

them. She contains many nice star clus-
ters for binocular users in her outer arm
of our Milky Way; extending to the NE
now. Her daughter, Andromeda, starts
with the NE comer star of Pegasus’
Square, and goes NE with two more
bright stars in a row. It is from the mid-
dle star, beta Andromeda, that we pro-
ceed about a quarter the way to the top
star in the W of Cassiopeia, and look for
a faint blur with the naked eye. M-31,
the Andromeda Galaxy; is the most dis-
tant object visible with the naked eye,
lying 2.5 million light years distant.

Look closely at this superb star city.
Bigger than our own Milky Way; it too
has companions like our own Large and
Small Magellanic Clouds. The one clos-
est to it, M-32, lies above the core in this
shot, while larger M-110 lies to the left
of the disk here. All three are visible in
small telescopes. The core appears red-
der, due to aging population II stars near
its core, but the outer regions are rejuve-
nated by continuous star birth of bright
population I is the hot pink H-II regions
that oudine the leading edges of the spi-
ral arms. Because we see this great galaxy
almost edge on (as it would also see US),
we also note the dark douds of gas and
dust mixed among the spiral arms and
providing the fuel that make new stars
(and with the dark carbon dust) and
new life (?) form in the H-II regons.
All the critical elements and basic amino
acids needed for life here have ben found
in these stellar nurseries, so the building
blocks of us are indeed out there. It is
moving toward us, and may sideswipe
our smaller spiral in perhaps three bil-
lion years, so be sure your galactic colli-
sion insurance is paid up now.

South of M31 is the other great spiral
in our Local Group of Galaxies. M-33
in Trangulum is seen from a higher
viewing angle, so the spiral arms are even

more striking. It too is about three mil-

lion light years distant. About 50 smaller
elliptical and irregular galaxies accom-
pany the three big spirals in our own
duster of galaxies.

Below the head of Pegasus is Aquar-
ius, the Water Carrier. Below his west-
emn foot is the only bright star of the
southern fall sky, Fomalhaut. It means
the “mouth of the fish”, and carries on
the watery grouping of Pisces the Fish
(home to Jupiter now), Capricornus the
sea goat (with Saturn in its tail), Cetus
the Whale in the SE, and Grus the
Crane due south now.

Below Andromeda is her hero, Per-
seus. In his hand is a star most appro-
priate for Halloween, Algol. This star
“winks” at us for six out of every 70
hours, which Arabic astronomers cen-
turies ago found spooky, hence naming
it “the ghoul”. We know today it is an
eclipsing binary system, an orange giant
covering most of its blue companion.

At the foot of Perseus, the hero of
“Clash of the Titans” is the fine Pleia-
des star cluster; the “seven sisters” that
reveal hundreds of cluster members in
large binoculars. This might be the best
object in the sky for binocular users. The
glant planet Jupiter now sits just west of
this famous group in early evenings.

Winter will be coming soon, and in
the NE we see yellow Capella rising, Itis
the brightest star of Auriga the Chario-
teer; and pair of giant stars the same tem-
perature as our sun, but at least 100X
more luminous and about 10X larger
than our sun. It lies about 43 light-years
distant. A little farther south, below the
Pleiades, orange Aldebaran rises. It is
the eye of Taurus the bull, with the V
shaped Hyades star cluster around it
making the head of the bull. This color-
ful giant star is only 2/3 as hot as our yel-
low sun, but 44X times larger and at 65
light years distant, one of the closest of

these monster stars.

Farmers’ Almanac

“The trees are in their autumn beauty
The woodland paths are dry

Under the October twilight the water
Mirrors a still shy.”

—William Butler Yeats

(1865-1939)

Mid-Adantic Weather Watch: Dry,
turning very warm (1, 2, 3, 4, 5); very
warmand dryat first, then period of rain,
followed by cooler temperatures (6, 7, 8,
9, 10); dry; then showers followed by sea-
sonably cold temperatures and return to
dryweather (11, 12,13, 14, 15); dryand
warm, then showers followed by season-
ably cold temperatures (16, 17, 18, 19,
20); occasional showers and mild (21,
22,23, 24, 25); dry, warm days and cool
nights (26,27, 28, 29, 30, 31).

Severe Weather Watch: The Town and
Country Almanack sees heavy rains hit-
ting the region (7, 8, 9, 10, 22, 23, 24,
25). Stay dry!

Full Moon: Octobers Full Moon will
occur on October 28th and is the Hunt-
ers Moon of 2021. Named because of
the extra light the moon provided to
many Native American tribes, giving
them more time to hunt for. The Cree
Tribe referred to as and Yellow Leaf and
Falling I eaves because of the many leaves

turning bright yellow (an many others,

as well!) and because most trees have lose
the last of their leaves during the month.

Holidays: Columbus Day is observed
on Monday, October 9th, United
Nations Day is celebrated on Tuesday,
the 24th, and Halloween falls on Sun-
day, October 31st.

Special Notes: October is Fire Preven-
tion Month. The National Fire Protec-
tion Association (NFPA) named the
second week of October Fire Prevention
Week in 1922 in commemoration to
the Great Chicago Fire in 1871. Today,
we celebrate Fire Prevention Week and
Month by educating families, students
and communities across the United
States raising fire safety awareness.
During this month, local and regjonal
fire departments provide educadon t©
their communities and encourage par-
ents and loved ones to practice fire safety.
Remember to have an evacuadon plan
ready for your family to follow; check
smoke detector batteries often, and
always, always respect the power of fire.

The Garden: Mulching fall planted
perennials will keep the soil warmer lon-
ger, allowing root growth to continue,
however, the plants do need tme
harden off for winter. Spread a thin layer
of mulch after fall plantdng, and then add

a thicker layer once the ground has fro-
zen. Shredding leaves, along with lawn
dippings, dead plant stalks from the veg-
etable garden make a fine addition to the
compost heap. And try this simply trick:
remove all large vines and spent plants
from the vegetable garden. Mix 1 can of
cola (not diet), 1 cup of dish soap, and V4
cup of ammonia and add to 20-gallon
hose end sprayer and fill to top. Saturate
the layer of mulch thats left on top of the
gardens soil and then say; “Good Night”
uniil the next growing season!

The Farm: Best for planting root crops
(1, 2, 13 14); weeding and stirring the
soil (8, 9, 10); planting above-ground
cops (15, 6, 17); harvesting all crops
(18, 19, 26, 27); the best days for set-
ting hens and incubators (1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6,22, 2e,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31);
the slaughtering and butchering of meat
(14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20); transplant-
ing (14, 15,16, 17, 18, 19, 20); weening
of all small animals and livestock (1, 2,
3,4,5,6,7,8,27,28,29, 30, 31); har-

vesting and storing grains (6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
11,12,13).

John Gruber’s Thought

For Today’s Living

When a boy passes through a
graveyard, does he whistle ro
keep his own spirits up or to

keep the spirits of other peo-

ple down?
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COMPUTER Q&A

Laptops: caring for your device

Aysé Stenabaugh
Jester’s Computer

Properly caring for your lap-
top is slightly different than
how you would care for a Desk-
top PC. Given a laptop’s porta-
bility, you may be moving your
device around more frequently.
Even if you do use your laptop
in one primary location, con-
tinue reading to learn a few tips
that you can utilize to help your
device last longer.

If you will not be using your
laptop for an extended period, it
is best to shut your device down
completely between uses. While
sleep mode can be nice, if your
battery depletes completely or
if a program is not functioning
properly sleep mode can cause
more trouble than it's worth.
When moving your device from
one location to another, unplug
your power cable from the lap-
top to avoid damaging the con-
nection where the plug attaches
to your laptop. Laptops that have
mechanical hard drives installed
are more susceptible to data
damage or loss due to physical
damage to the device. It is rec-
ommended to use a good-quality
padded bag when transporting a
laptop. You can protect your data
by always having a second copy
of important data stored on a sec-
ond device or storage location.

Screens and hinges are two
laptop parts that are commonly
damaged. There are a few things
that users can do to avoid poten-
tial damage to these areas. When
opening and closing your lap-
top lid you want to avoid putting
tension on potential stress points
on your device. To do this it is
recommended that you use the
center of the computer to open
and close the lid without putting
any pressure on the outside edges
of the laptop at all. To open the
laptop, use one hand to hold the
bottom half of the laptop down
while using the other hand to
gently open the lid from the cen-
ter of the device. If you are not
moving your laptop away from
your desk and are not concerned
with pets, small children, or lig-
uid spills you can leave your lap-
top open even if you shut it down
between uses. Laptop screens can
be damaged and easily broken.
Ensure that nothing is left inside
your laptop before closing the lid.
Avoid placing anything on top of
your laptop screen when the lap-
top lid is closed. Laptop screens
cannot be repaired if they are
damaged, the screen will need
to be replaced with a compatible
screen.

Laptop battery capacity and
life expectancy can vary greatly
depending on how you use your
device. Some laptops have fea-
tures that enable you to preserve
battery life by turning on battery
optimization features which may
limit your battery life but ulti-
mately extend the life of the bat-
tery. Users should take caution

and consider disabling quick-
charge battery settings when
applicable.  Quickly charging
your battery comes with down-
sides which can include prema-
ture battery failure and physically
expanding batteries potentially
causing damage to your device.
Most devices will display the cur-
rent battery life by the clock in the
corner of your device screen. To
extend your laptop’s battery life con-
sider discharging your device until
the battery meter reads between
30-60%. Once within the recom-
mended range, plug your device in
and let it charge back up to at least
80% (100% on devices with bat-
tery optimization features turned
on). The reason you want to do this
is because when your battery is con-
stantly discharging just a tiny bit
and recharging that tiny bit your
battery will lose the ability to charge
the cells within the battery that are
no longer regularly being used. By
allowing your battery to discharge
and recharge your battery can use

and reuse those cells and in turn,
will last longer. If you choose to
leave your laptop plugged in, over
time the battery will hold less and
less of a charge. Eventually, you will
unplug your laptop, the battery will
not be usable, and it will die within
a few minutes or less. Always use
a surge protector with your laptop
computer to avoid power surges
that could damage sensitive elec-
tronic components.

Heat is a major concern on all
laptops, especially among devices
with dedicated graphics which typ-
ically generate a lot of heat when in
use. Best practices include keeping
your laptop on a flat service which
will help the device to receive proper
airflow on all sides of the device pro-
moting cooling. Users should avoid
using laptops on fabric surfaces such
as blankets. Laptops have sensi-
tive electronic components that can
be damaged when exposed to pro-
longed heat. Always make sure that
your laptop is left in an area with
sufficient cooling and avoid leav-
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ing your device in a vehicle where
temperatures can quickly rise. If
your device is overheating it will
lead to premature failure, should
you notice that your device is not
cooling properly it is reccommended
to have a trusted repair technician
investigate the cause and attempt
to remedy the issue before complete
failure occurs.

If you find yourself with a laptop
needing attention or if you need tech-
nology support, consider reaching out
to us at Jesters Computers. Not sure
what you need? Our friendly staff
will help you determine what you
need and get you on the right track!
Our shop is located at 5135 Fairfield
Road in Fairfield or, visit us on the

web at wwwjexterscomputerx. com.
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BECOME A PART OF OUR TEAM!

Immediate Employment
Opportunities Available

* Truck Technician < Body Shop Technician
* Diesel Technician < Paint Technician

Please submit resume to scott@wantzchevrolet.com

For information call: 410-751-1200

or stop in at:

Wantz Chevrolet

1 Chevro Drive, Taneytown

WANTZ CHEVROLET “Don’t take a chance, buy from Wantz”
1 Chevro Drive, Taneytown @
410-751-1200

Visit us at www. WantzChevrolet.com FINDNEW ROADS

ACCEPTING DONATIONS OF

NEW TOYS
m CLOTHING é‘
AND £
NONPERISHABLE
FOODS

-~ CHRISTMAS FOR ?*
m \‘& COMMUNITY KIDS i -‘35 Community

Wantz Chevrolet is proud to kick off “CHRISTMAS FOR COMMUNITY KIDS" Saturday, September 30 at Wantz Chevrolet
in Taneytown. Please stop by and drop off a new, unused, unwrapped toy or new items of clothing for school age
children up to age 18. We will also be a collection site for Non-Perishable foods through the holidays.

Help us to brighten Christmas for those in our community who can use a little Help!

Donations will be accepted now through December 14th at the following locations:
Wantz Chevrolet, Taneytown Bowl & Grill, Taneytown Liquor Barn, Kennies Market
and Carroll Vista Club House.

WANTZ CHEVROLET “Don’t take a chance, buy from Wantz”
1 Chevro Drive, Taneytown
410-751-1200 Ly

LIKELGE ON &

Visit us at www. WantzChevrolet.com ‘n facebook| FINDNEWROADS




Pink Ball Top Tier Sponsors

Amber Hill Therapy Centers

Catoctin Mt. Massage & Wellness Center

Catoctin Wildlife Preserve
Colonial Jewelers

satilations]
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To the 2023 Gateway To The Cure
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3

Golf Classic Champions!

Hole Sponsors
American Legion Post #168
Anytime Fitness - Thurmont
Baker Tree Services
Blakeslee Family
Celebrations Catering

Cousins Ace Hardware

Dick and Elizabeth Lee

Elle Smith - J&B Real Estate
G&S Electric

Hawkins Landscaping

Keilholtz Trucking Service, Inc.
Kelco Plimbing & Hackhoe, LLC
Links Bridge Vineyards

Los Amigos

Mick’s Plumbing & Heating
Pondscapes

Pryor’s Orchards

Rebeca Pearl Gallery

Stauffer’s Funeral Home
Thurmont Community Ambulance
Thurmont Child Care

WTHU

Zentz Insurance

D&] Auto Enterprises
CGateway Automotive

J&B Real Estate - Cindy Grimes
Jubilee Foods

Middletown Valley Bank
Portner Trucking

RR Donnelly

Sheetz

-T- Mobile

Thurmont Kountry Kitchen
Wait, What? Sauce Company
Woodsboro Bank

Congratulations to Team Owens for taking
first place in the 5th Annual
Gateway To the Cure Golf Classic!

Closest to the Pin Sponsor
Dick and Elizabeth Lee

Longest Drive Sponsor
The Blakeslee Family

Golfer Goodie Bag & Raffle Donations

Food Lion
Fratelli’s Pizza
JefT Martin and Deena Swain

Awesome Shortbread Cookies
Baltimore Ravens
Anytime Fitness - Thurmont

Rocky’s Pizza & Italian Restaurant
Roy Rogers
South Mountain Golf Course

Burger King Keith Zajac Spire City Ghost Hounds
Cammiage House Inn Keys Baseball Studio 24E

Catoctin Breeze Vineyard Los Amigos -T- Mohile

Catoctin Dental Main Street Center The Maryland Theatre
Catoctin Mountain Massage & Wellness Center  McCutcheon’s Top Golf

Catoctin Wildlife Preserve Megan Purtell Photography Uncle Ralph’s Cookies
Costco MET (Maryland Ensemble Theatre)  Wait, What? Sauce Company
Criswell Chevrolet Missy and Ricky Grimes Wegmans

Cruzin® Entertainment - Chris Michaels Mountain Memonies at Thorpewood  Weis

Darcy Nowel Rebecca Pearl Gallery
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October is

WIATE

Fee: Turn Your Pink On!
Come on Thurmont!

Show your support for Thurmont's 10th Annual
Gateway To The Cure by Turning On Your Pink

Start time: 8:30 a.m. Check in:7:30 a.m by purchasing a Pink Light Bulb and turning on
Register online at: your outside Pink Light every evening from 6 - 8

runsignup.com/Race/MD/Thurmont/GatewaytotheCure5K ~ P-m. during the month of October!

Register by phone at the Town Office at: 301-271-7313 Pink Light Bulbs are now on sale at
Calling all runners & those who love to walk! Join us for Cousins Ace Hardware

a fun 5K in Thurmont that takes you through the covered
bridge! This is the perfect way to get some fresh air, The D|rty Dawg

have fun & help a great cause. All participants receive

an even T-shirt. All registrations after October 13 will Thurmont Town Office

receive their T-shirts by US Mail within 3 weeks after $4 Each

the event.

Proceeds are donated to the Hurwitz Breast Cancer Fund. Thanks to your support, the town of Thurmont has donated
over $139,000 in the last nine years to the Hurwitz Breast Cancer Fund in Frederick County.
For more information on the Hurwitz Breast Cancer Fund go to: www.pinkribbonfrederick,org.

Saturday
October 21 $35

Eyler Road Park, Thurmont




Serving the Westminster Area
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